
Welcome to Calgary! The Local Organizing Committee has pulled this information together to 
help you plan your time in the city in relation to and beyond the conference agenda itself. We 
hope you find it helpful. 
 
A Bit About the Hyatt Regency 
The host hotel for the 2026 conference, the Hyatt Regency, is located on Calgary’s Stephen 
Avenue, which was designated as a National Historic Site of Canada in 2002. The hotel itself is 
located in a historic building known as the Thomson Brothers Block. The Thomson brothers 
were stationers and booksellers who opened a shop on Stephen Avenue in 1884. In the 1970s, 
two queer activists—Windi Earthworm and Myra “My” Lipton—made their home in the 
Thomson Brothers block. As Calgary queer historian Kevin Allen wrote: “My later moved into 
the Thomson Brothers Block herself, where she and Windi saucily broke the wall between their 
two apartments, creating a new internal doorway”. You can read more about Windi 
Earthworm, and Calgary’s queer history more broadly, on the Calgary Gay History website. The 
Hyatt serves as a primary starting point for queer history walks created by Allen and has 
frequently hosted a brunch during Calgary’s Pride Week, which serves as a fundraiser for Camp 
fYrefly, a summer for camp for 2SLGBTQIA+ youth living in southern Alberta and organized by 
the Centre for Sexuality.  
 
There are different options to get to and from the airport and the Hyatt Regency. Taxis run 24/7 
at an estimated cost of $40-$50 CDN/$27-$37 US. Two different rideshare options are available 
in the city–Uber and Lyft–which are generally slightly less in cost than a taxi. If public transit is a 
preference, Calgary Transit Bus Route 500 runs between the airport and city centre. You can 
plan your trip here; the fare is $4 CDN.  
 
Restaurants/Pubs 
Given its central location, there are many restaurants, pubs, bars, and coffee shops in the 
immediate vicinity of the Hyatt, providing conference attendees with a variety of options to 
choose from in close proximity. When curating the following list, we focused on establishments 
relatively close to the hotel (with a few exceptions) that are local, owned/operated by members 
of equity-denied groups, and/or that are known for being safe, diverse, and inclusive spaces. 
Most of the establishments listed have accessible facilities for conference attendees who use 
mobility devices; we have noted where that is not the case and/or where we felt it was 
important to note other aspects of the spaces that people might like to know in advance. 
 
 
 
 

https://calgarygayhistory.ca/
https://www.centreforsexuality.ca/programs-services/2slgbtq-programs/camp-fyrefly/
https://www.calgarytransit.com/home.html


The Palomino - 109 7 Ave SW - Website 
○ Distance from hotel: 650m/0.4 miles 
○ The Palomino has a strict no-tolerance policy for transphobia, homophobia, racism, and 

disrespect 
 

MobSquad Café - 150 9 Ave SW (21st floor) - follow on Instagram, @mobsquadcafe 
○ Distance from hotel: 650m/0.4 miles 
○ Coffee, tea, or another fave beverage with a view! They also serve a small selection of 

breakfast foods and ciabattas 
○ Only open weekdays, 8am to 5pm; restrooms are on the first floor 

 
King Eddy - 438 9 Ave SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 900m/0.5 miles 
○ Historic bar with pub food and live music 
○ See also, Studio Bell (below) 

 
Civic Tavern - 213 12 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.3km/0.8 miles 
○ Pub and eatery welcoming to 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals and groups; supporter/sponsor of 

Calgary queer softball league 
○ This venue is not wheelchair accessible (steps up to main entrance); interior space is 

tight 
 
Bungalow Club - 139 17th Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.5km/1 mile 
○ Queer-owned, featuring gluten-free, dairy-free, vegetarian, and vegan options 
○ This establishment has experienced a series of break-ins and vandalism in its short 

history, and could use some support 
 
Ship & Anchor - 534 17 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 2km/1.25 miles 
○ Welcoming and trendy pub on 17th Ave; no explicit statement about inclusion and 

safety but reviews and personal experience reflect such is the case 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thepalomino.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/mobsquadcafe/
https://kingeddy.ca/
https://civic-tavern.square.site/
https://bungalowclub.ca/
https://shipandanchor.com/


The Coup - 924 17 Ave SW - Website 
○ Distance from hotel: 2.5km/1.6 miles (about 9-minutes by taxi/rideshare) 
○ Women-owned and operated when opened in 2004, and considered Calgary’s first 

vegan/vegetarian restaurant 
○ Voted multiple times as Calgary’s best vegetarian restaurant 

 
The 360 Grill and Lounge - 219 17 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.5km/1 mile 
○ Black-owned, women-owned restaurant and lounge, featuring Nigerian street food and 

continental fusion 
○ Lounge features DJs and live music at night 

 
Flavours - 2702 Centre St N - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 3.6km/2.24 miles 
○ Focused on West African cuisine, Flavours was awarded as the “Best African Restaurant 

in Calgary” from 2021 and 2026 by Avenue Magazine 
○ Gluten-free options available 

 
Little Chief - 3779 Grey Eagle Drive - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 11.5km/7.1 miles 
○ Indigenous-led kitchen, with vegetarian, df, gf selections 
○ Accessible venue but note the restaurant is located inside casino 

 
Bars/Night Life 
 
The Unicorn on 4th - 223 8 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 400m/0.25 miles 
○ Calgary institution - pub food and TVs for sports watching; multi-level bar with only the 

main floor being fully accessible 
○ Regularly hosts drag shows/brunches that serve as fundraisers for Calgary not-for-profits 

 
Greta Bar - 213 10 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 0.7km/0.43 miles (Note: currently quite a bit of construction in the 
vicinity so may alter travel time) 

○ Queer-friendly, serving street food and cocktails 
○ Host drag shows, bingos, and brunches fairly regularly 

 
 

https://www.thecoup.ca/
https://the360grill.co/
https://www.flavourcuisineandcatering.com/
https://www.greyeagleresortandcasino.ca/dining
https://theunicornonfour.ca/home/
https://gretabar.com/calgary/


Twisted Element - 1006 11 Ave SW - Website 
○ Distance from hotel: 1.1km/0.7 miles) 
○ Safe space for Calgary’s historically marginalized communities, promotes equality by 

celebrating diversity in a unique nightlife experience 
○ Hosts Twisted’s Got Talent on Wednesday evenings 
○ Venue is not wheelchair accessible 

 
Dickens Pub - 1000 9 Ave SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.4km/0.87 miles 
○ Alternative, 2SLGBTQIA+ friendly pub space that hosts music, poetry, drag and 

burlesque shows 
○ Hosts Fake Mustache on the 2nd or 3rd Thursday of the month, Canada’s largest and 

longest-running drag troupe 
○ Supporter of many community-focused initiatives 
○ Dickens is a basement bar. Fully wheelchair accessible, but can be uncomfortable for 

individuals with claustrophobia or similar types of anxiety 
 
Texas Lounge - 308b 17 Ave SW (entrance behind Model Milk) - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.6km/1 mile 
○ Serving Calgary’s 2SLGBTQIA+ community since 1987, with a popular karaoke night on 

Saturdays 
○ Advertised as wheelchair-accessible, but there are mixed reviews whether such is the 

case. It’s also a tight space located in a semi-basement, which can prove challenging for 
individuals who find situations like this uncomfortable 

 
Cold Garden Beverage Company - 1100 11 St SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 2.3km/1.4 miles (approx. 10 minutes by taxi/rideshare) 
○ Local brewery, featuring alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks and (minimal) snacks–but 

snacks include gluten-free and vegan options 
○ Strong supporter of 2SLGBTQIA+ and other equity-denied groups, including hosting an 

annual fundraiser for the End of the Rainbow Foundation, a Calgary-based organization 
providing support services to queer and trans refugees and immigrants 

 
Prairie Dog Brewing - 105D 58 Ave SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 6.5km/4 miles (approx. 10 minutes by taxi/rideshare) 
○ 2SLGBTQIA+ friendly 

 
 

https://twistedelement.club/
https://dickensyyc.com/
https://www.texaslounge.ca/
https://coldgarden.ca/
https://prairiedog.bbq.beer/


Attractions 
 
Central Library - 800 3 St SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 500m/0.3 miles 
○ Opened in 2018, the library has won several design and architectural awards 
○ Daily tours are available, highlighting the library’s story, construction, and innovative 

programming 
 
Studio Bell - 850 4 Street SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1km/0.62 miles 
○ Home of Canadian Music Hall of Fame and other permanent and feature exhibitions, 

including but not limited to Timeless: 100 Years of Oscar Peterson, Speak Up!, and Nelly 
Furtado, all feature exhibitions during the conference dates 

 
The Confluence - 750 9 Ave SE - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.5km/0.9 miles 
○ Formerly known as Fort Calgary, The Confluence changed its name in 2024 to better 

reflect a diversity of stories and histories to be recorded and shared 
○ Several exhibits will be open during the conference dates, presenting a wonderful 

opportunity to learn about “Indigenous culture, Treaty 7, Fort Calgary, and the founding 
and early stages of the city of Calgary” (The Confluence, n.d.) 

 
Esker Foundation - 1011 9 Ave SE (4th floor) - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.9km/1.2 miles 
○ Free admission 
○ Three different exhibits will be open during the dates of the conference, including 

Brendan Fernandes’ Other Moves, which may be of particular interest to conference 
attendees. As a retired dancer turned visual artist, Fernandes’ art, which he has 
described as a blend of dance and visual art, “raises questions around migration, 
systemic injustice, colonial legacies, and the complexities of identity, often guided by his 
personal and familial history” (Esker Foundation, n.d.) 

 
Contemporary Calgary - 701 11 Street SW - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 2.5km/1.2 miles 
○ Non-collecting public art gallery, that features a range of artists, local to international 
○ Four different exhibits will be active during the dates of the conference 

 
 

https://www.calgarylibrary.ca/read-learn-and-explore/central-library
https://www.studiobell.ca/
https://www.theconfluence.ca/
https://eskerfoundation.com/
https://www.contemporarycalgary.com/


Performance Venues/Companies/Sports  
 
Alberta Theatre Projects (at the Martha Cohen Theatre) - Website 

○ Distance from hotel: 300m/0.2 miles 
○ During the conference, Alberta Theatre Projects will be presenting Evil Dead, The 

Musical 
 

Smashing Pumpkins (live music, at the Scotiabank Saddledome) 
○ Distance from hotel: 1.5km/0.9 miles 
○ November 3rd, 7:00 pm MDT 
○ Tickets available through Ticketmaster 

 
Calgary Flames (men’s ice hockey, at the Scotiabank Saddledome) 

○ Distance from hotel: 1.5km/0.9 miles 
○ Friday, November 6 at 7:00 pm versus the Anaheim Ducks 
○ Sunday, November 8 at 7:00 pm versus the Philadelphia Flyers 
○ Tickets available through Ticketmaster 

 
 
Community 
Straddling the categories above, conference participants should note that the Hyatt Regency is 
approximately 600m/0.4 miles from Calgary Chinatown, with many restaurants, bars, 
businesses, and a large cultural centre to explore.  
 
Getting around downtown once at the Hyatt Regency is fairly easy, including the CTrain, a light 
rail system that runs along 7th Avenue (one block from the hotel). There is a free fare zone in 
the downtown core, running between City Hall//Bow Valley College and Downtown West/Kerby 
stations.  
 
Pathways and Trails 
Looking to get some outdoor time but still in fairly close proximity to the hotel? Two 
recommendations: 
 
Prince’s Island Park is about 3km/1.9 miles (9-minute taxi/rideshare) from the Hyatt Regency. 
Main pathways are paved and well-maintained; other pathways are gravel, which can be 
difficult to navigate in wet/snowy weather.  
 

https://albertatheatreprojects.com/whats-on/
https://www.ticketmaster.ca/the-smashing-pumpkins-tickets/artist/736143?landing=c&awtrc=true&c=SEM_TMMCONCERTS_ggl_23872533521_197515887340_the%20smashing%20pumpkins%20calgary&GCID=0&gclsrcshybbb=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23872533521&gbraid=0AAAAAD_KsMJUq0hzhzBxsVhth9WET4qk-&gclid=Cj0KCQjwh4TVBhCWARIsAG0czmoQNjejG58U3m4slRtN0pfnF4uKuYLXT93P-Yf_6vRibvLbCHGVAnAaAlznEALw_wcB
https://www.ticketmaster.ca/event/110064FB8C5F34AC?brand=calgaryflames&artistid=805907&wt.mc_id=NHL_TEAM_CGY_SCHEDULE_GM9&utm_source=NHL.com&utm_medium=client_PM&utm_campaign=NHL_TEAM_CGY&utm_content=SCHEDULE_GM9&_gl=1*zppqo9*_ga*MjA0MjAwNTY2Ni4xNzg2NDE0NDY2*_ga_XZHCNEQSGP*czE3ODg0NTQxODYkbzExJGcxJHQxNzg4NDU0MTk4JGo0OCRsMCRoMA..
https://www.calgarychinatown.com/
https://www.calgary.ca/parks/princes-island-park.html
https://www.calgary.ca/parks/princes-island-park.html
https://www.calgary.ca/parks/princes-island-park.html


The Inglewood Bird Sanctuary is about 4.5km/2.8 miles (15-minute taxi/rideshare) away from 
the Hyatt Regency. Main trails are promoted as wheelchair accessible 
 
Prince’s Island Park and Inglewood Bird Sanctuary are also both included in a suite of interactive 
virtual tours created by the Urban Society for Aboriginal Youth, IndigiTrails. 
 
 
Mountain Excursions 
There are many options if you’re interested in visiting the mountains while in Calgary. It is easy 
enough to rent a car and drive on your own or make use of companies that provide shuttle 
service and tour packages. Two such companies include: Brewster Express and Discover Banff 
Tours, both with options from downtown Calgary. If a mountain spa retreat appeals to you, 
check out Kananaskis Nordic Spa, which is about a 75-minute drive from downtown Calgary; the 
spa is not fully accessible. The city of Canmore is also a popular destination, about 80-minutes 
from downtown Calgary, featuring many great coffee shops, restaurants, and pubs/bars; 
Canmore is also home to the Canmore Nordic Centre Provincial Park. Banff National Park in its 
entirety has many “fully accessible and wheelchair-friendly” trails; read more here. 
 
If you have questions about the city of Calgary or the information above, please email 
william.bridel@ucalgary.ca 
 
 
Local Organizing Committee Members 
William Bridel 
Marty Clark 
Caitlin Grzyb 
Celeste Pang 

https://www.calgary.ca/parks/inglewood-bird-sanctuary.html
https://usay.ca/indigitrails/
https://www.banffjaspercollection.com/brewster-express/
https://banfftours.com/activities/?cats=lake-louise-and-lake-moraine-tours&months=nov&duration=3-5
https://banfftours.com/activities/?cats=lake-louise-and-lake-moraine-tours&months=nov&duration=3-5
https://knordicspa.com/
https://www.albertaparks.ca/parks/kananaskis/canmore-nordic-centre-pp/
https://www.alltrails.com/parks/canada/alberta/banff-national-park/ada
mailto:william.bridel@ucalgary.ca

