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North American Society for the Sociology of Sport 
NASSS
43rd Annual Conference and Business Meeting 

November 1st-4th, 2023

Hosted at the Doubletree Hotel
300 Canal Street
New Orleans, LA 70130 (504)581-1300

Our Mission: The North American Society for the Sociology of Sport (NASSS) exists to promote, stimulate, and encourage the sociological study of play, games, sport and contemporary physical culture. 










Ceci est un thème de conférence
(This is a conference theme)
(This is a play off The Treachery of Images)
For over 40 years, NASSS has held an annual conference, and except for the very first conference in 1980, it has had a conference theme. It’s not in the bylaws or constitution that NASSS must have a conference theme, but it does appear in the curated, helpful, and unofficial policies and procedures manual. Over those 40+ years, the President-Elect worked with the conference planning committee to determine the conference theme. As we’ve come to expect, in proper sociological representational fashion, for 40+ years NASSS has been engaging in a lot of parentheses, forward slashes, and colons: (Re)producing / (re)making: And (re)envisioning. Playing the serious business of language games, the NASSS conference can be viewed as a site for heterotopias bursting with neologisms. Varying paradigms, theoretical frameworks, methodological designs and tools, the NASSS conference is open for sociological business. Oops, a neoliberal idiom. It’s okay to have a little chuckle--comfort for the sociology of sport soul engaged in critical work.

Taking stock, has NASSS lived up to its purpose? We quote at length: 

Constitution of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

Section 1:
The North American Society for the Sociology of Sport is organized exclusively for educational purposes to promote, stimulate, and encourage the sociological study of play, games, and sport, to support and cooperate with local, national and international organizations having the same purposes, and to organize and arrange meetings and issue publications concerning the purpose of the Society.

Section 2:
The Society shall recognize and represent all sociological paradigms for the study of play, games, and sport and will promote scholarly activity and exchange among these alternatives paradigms and perspectives.

What does it take to stretch and strive for this mission: to create the roux that serves up a conference climate where all members and would-be members feel included, and truly feel empowered to transform their selves, sessions, the sociology of sport, and ambitiously, society?

A radically open conference theme, swinging to the tune of scholarship, service, and structure.

● Scholarship--broadly but clearly centered on the sociology of play, games, and sport, including the body and physical cultural studies, inclusive of all paradigms and perspectives. Limited guardrails on the path to curiosity and creation.
● Service--to NASSS, each other, and community; service to our collective mission and its flourishment; service to our committees, members, and operations (e.g., this conference, SSJ, take a student to lunch, +1 initiative); and service to address the needs of others and the needs of NASSS.

● Structure--our recent critical turn throughout the sociology of sport often results in breaking down existing structures, without a complementary restructuring to scaffold our revisioning. Can your sessions, your involvement in NASSS, modify or re(envision) new structures that foster our mission and the sociology of sport? Such is one impetus for a radically open conference theme, along with a new session option.

Here’s the assignment. It’s time to look inward at NASSS, our scholarship, service, and structure, while simultaneously doing public sociology of sport. These subthemes and the local connection to New Orleans will be integrated throughout the conference and planning for NASSS as a whole. For now, go for it! Create the session you would like to see. Present or perform like you want. Lean into improvisation like the great African American jazz birthed from the unique culture of New Orleans. Submit that idea that’s been simmering throughout you like some good ol’ N’awlins gumbo and know that we are all there to serve one another. 

2023 Conference Program Committee Members 
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Brian Gearity, University of Denver
Umer Hussain, Wilkes University 
Yannick Kluch, University of Illinois 
Jason Laurendeau, University of Lethbridge 
Cheryl MacDonald, Saint Mary’s University
Kasie Murphy, Queen's University Canada
F. Michelle Richardson, Coppin State University 
Cristine Vlcek, University of Manitoba
Local Host: D’Lane Compton, University of New Orleans






2023 NASSS Board of Directors 
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President-Elect: Brian T. Gearity, University of Denver
Past-President: Algerian Hart, Missouri State University 
Secretary: Rachel Allison, Mississippi State University
Treasurer: Michael Friedman, University of Maryland
Diversity Committee Chair: Malcolm Drewry, Morgan State University 
Member-at-Large: Bryan Clift, University of Bath
Member-at-Large: Beth Cavalier, Georgia Gwinnett College
Member-at-Large: Derek Silva, King’s University College 
Graduate Student Representative: Kasie Murphy, Queen’s University
Graduate Student Representative: Cristine Vlcek, University of Manitoba 

Ex Officio Members of the Board:
Elections Chair: Heather Van Mullem, Lewis-Clark State College 
SSJ Editor: Cheryl Cooky, Purdue University 
Web Committee Chair: Jennifer McGovern, Monmouth University 
Conference Coordinator: Charles Crowley, Livingstone College 
Archivist: Nancy Spencer
Membership Liaison: William Bridel, University of Calgary  
Conference Locators: F. Michelle Richardson, Coppin State University and Robert (Bob) Case, Old Dominion University
Listserv Administrator: Brian Gearity, University of Denver
Parliamentarian: Jasmine Hamilton, Prairie View A&M
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2023 NASSS Conference Program
Wednesday, November 1st
4:00-7:00pm		NASSS Board Meeting & Dinner
7:00-10:00pm	Conference Welcome Reception (light appetizers) 
Thursday, November 2nd
6:00-6:50am		Presidential Run, Walk, Roll, Strut, Weightlifting 
7:00-8:00am		DCCC Meeting & Breakfast -- Greenwood 
8:00-9:15am		Concurrent Session 1
9:15-9:45am		Break: Coffee & Treats
9:45-10:00am	Opening Remarks & Land Acknowledgement 
10:00-10:50am	Alan Ingham Memorial Lecture: Travers, PhD
11:00-12:15pm	Concurrent Session 2
12:15-1:45pm	Student Luncheon (lunch provided to all students in 				attendance) 
Sponsored by Missouri State University
Program Lunch Break (NASSS members on their own)
1:45-3:00pm		Concurrent Session 3
3:00-3:30pm		Break: No services 
3:30-4:45pm		Concurrent Session 4

Friday, November 3rd
6:00-6:50am		Presidential Run, Walk, Roll, Strut, Weightlifting 
7:00-8:00am		SSJ Meeting & Breakfast – Greenwood Sponsored by Human Kinetics
8:00-9:15am		Concurrent Session 5
9:15-9:45am		Break 1: Coffee & Treats
9:45-10:50am	NASSS Presidential Address: F. Michelle Richardson, PhD
11:00-12:15pm	Concurrent Session 6
12:15-1:45pm	Take a Student to Lunch  
Program Lunch Break (NASSS members on their own)
1:45-3:00pm		Concurrent Session 7
3:00-3:30pm		Break 2: Limited Services 
3:30-4:45pm		Concurrent Session 8
4:45-5:00pm		Break 
5:00-6:15pm		NASSS Business Meeting (awards, reports, Bylaw changes)
6:15-7:00pm 		Break
7:00-10:00pm	Presidential Reception Hosted at Fulton Alley; 
https://www.fultonalley.com/ 
Sponsored by Dr. C. Keith Harrison 
Party center, bowling alley, games. All invited and highly encouraged to attend; food (heavy appetizers & drink tickets provided, along with cash bar and limited dinner menu). 
Saturday, November 4th
8:00-9:30am		NASSS Board Meeting with newly installed officers & breakfast 
8:00-9:15am		Concurrent Session 9
9:15-9:45am		Break: No Services  
9:45-10:50am	Keynote 2: Tricia McGuire-Adams, PhD
11:00-12:15pm 	Concurrent Session 10
12:15-1:45pm	NASSS Members Luncheon (seated, plated lunch entree) & Program, 			including Research Fellows and In Memoriam
1:45-3:00pm		Concurrent Session 11
3:00-3:15pm		Break: No services 
3:15-4:30pm		Concurrent Session 12
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2023 NASSS Conference Detailed Program
Thursday, November 2nd 
Concurrent Session 1
	Session 1
	Room:  Madewood A
Session: The Commodification of the Sporting Body – VIRTUAL
Chair: Estee Fresco; Aaron Joseph Dial

	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Activism, Sport & Social Movements: Individual to Institutional Perspectives
Chair:
Yannick Kluch; Joseph Cooper
	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Applied Sociology
Chair: Joseph Mills, Clayton Kuklick

	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Global Sport Perspectives
Chair: NASSS
Presider: Algerian Hart 

	Room: Shadows
Session: Intersectional experiences of Black girls and women in sport 
 Chair: Akilah Carter-Francique; Joyce Olushola Ogunrinde, DeAnne Davis Brooks
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Policy and participation: The politics of inclusion
Chair:
Anna Posbergh;  Sheree Bekker
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Social Connections Through Play: Back to Basics
Chair:
Maura B Rosenthal

	Presentation 1
	Molly Harry: 
A Dominance Approach to Women College Athletes’ Commodification and Reproductive Rights
	Simon Darnell: Exploring Sport in/and/as Global Citizenship
Co-Authors: Priyansh
	Fabiana Turelli
Women’s embodied subjectivity in the contested terrain of high-level karate

	Ray Wang: 
Chinese-Canadian Masculinities in Canadian Sport and Culture
Co-Authors: William Bridel

	Emma Calow: 
 "My experiences, whether good or bad, I think made me person who I am": A window into how the varied lived experiences of Black women athletes inform activism engagement
	Jinsun Yang: 

Localization of Sex Testing: Boycott Affair in South Korean Women’s Soccer
	Kun Wang:
“Becoming/Being and Deleuzian Time/Space”: Social Connections, Renegotiation of Identity, and Volleyball
Co-Authors: Lingai Wang


	Presentation 2
	Estee Fresco:
Mediations and Mattering of Bodies: A Materialist Media Approach to the Commodification of Sporting Bodies – Virtual
Co-Authors: Joseph Dial 
	James F. (Jay) Byland: 
Outside the Lines: How Moberly junior college basketball players negotiated social and racial norms of Little Dixie on and off the court, 1955-1967
	Linda Henderson:
Crossing the Drawbridge from the Ivory Tower to the “Real World:” Two Success Stories in the Public Sociology of Sport.


	Stacy Goddard:
Inclusive Excellence: Bridging the Generational Gap
Co-Authors: Algerian Hart, Charles Crowley

	Emma Ariyo: 
 “You do not belong here!!! You will bring misfortune to our team”: The [de] construction of social identities and cultural appropriateness of African Female Sport Journalists
	Anne Osborne:
Symbolic Violence Against Women In Policing Transgender and Intersex Female Athletes
Co-Authors: Travis Bell
	Beth Cavalier: 
 “Relax, it’s just Bocce…” Reflections on Competition and Teamwork in an Urban Bocce League 


	Presentation 3
	Allison Jeffrey: 
Aging Bodies and Yin Yoga: Becoming with Theory and Movement
	Ryan Bagwell:
Protesting in Sports: Media, Colorblind ideology, and Racial Narratives
	Steve Marston:
Wheels Beyond the West: Capital, Cultural Politics, and Professional Cycling’s Emergent Partnership with the Persian Gulf

	Michael Dao
Understanding Sports utility in Vietnamese National Development and Diplomatic International Relations
Co-Authors: Le Thu Mach

	Tamara N. Moten:
Beyond The Mat: Unpacking the identity development of black girl competitive gymnasts through literary practices

	Kostas Koutsioumpas: 
A fighting chance: Youth Sports Participation in Urban Cities and the Human Right to Sport
	Emily Nothnagle:
Mixing it Up: Variations on Rock, Paper, Scissors for Social Connections



	Presentation 4
	Stefanie Heinrich:
"Winning souls for Christ:" Harnessing the athletic body for Christianity and harnessing Christianity to control the athletic body
	Hudson Taylor: 
The Structure of Allyship: Unpacking the Privilege, Risk, and Recognition Matrix
Co-Authors: Anna Baeth, Yannick Kluch
	Carissa Gump:
How a sport nonprofit is approaching DEI
Co-Authors: Brian Gearity, Doug Busken

	Tylo Blackburn:
Reconstructing Community-Based Youth Sport Programs
Co-Authors: Wonock Chung

	Keisha Branch:
Brittney Griner & the Weaponization of Intersectionality
Co-Authors: Ajhanai "AJ" Keaton, Evan Frederick, Ann Pegoraro
	Anna Posbergh:
Contending with Compromise: Examining “Consensus” in RED-S Knowledge Production
Co-Authors: Shannon jette
	

	Presentation 5
	
	Brandon Wallace: 
Towards a Social Movement Theory of Sporting Activism: Colin Kaepernick, Know Your Rights Camp, and Sporting Social Movement Organizations
	
	
	
	
	


	Session 1

	Room: Nottoway A
	Cheryl Cooky:
Panel: Sociology of Sport Journal: Meet the Editors
Co-Authors: Rachel Allison, Daniel Burdsey, Joseph Cooper, Audrey Giles, Shannon Jette

	Room: Nottoway B
	Dana Massengale:
Roundtable: Sport management faculty and ethical issues facing student athletes: What is our role?
Co-Authors: Michelle Brimecombe





















Keynote Alan Ingham Memorial Lecture: Travers, PhD 

“Gender as a civilizing narrative, science of sex testing, and anti-trans legislation”
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Travers, Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Simon Fraser University.




Concurrent Session 2
	Session 2
	Room:  Madewood A
 Session: Many Names, Same Problem: Patriarchy, Gender-Based Violence, and Sport – VIRTUAL
Chair:
Lilah Drafts-Johnson; Lauren Nowosatka
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Disability and the Sociological Study of Sport: An Open Invitation
Chair:
James Brighton 
	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Contemporary Sport and Neoliberalism
Chair:
Taylor Henry
	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Critical Approaches to Allyship in Sport
Chair:
Yannick Kluch; Anna Baeth
	Room: Shadows
Session: The Sociology of Sports Coaching
Chair:
Joseph Mills, Clayton Kuklick
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Economic,SocioCultural,Mental Health,Ethical Issues in College Athletics
Chair:
Robert Case
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Contemporary issues surrounding female college athletes
Chair:
Alex C. Gang; Ju Young Lee; Jin Park; Ji Young Park 


	Presentation 1
	Elizabeth Hertzler-McCain:
Trauma-Informed Collegiate Sports Coaching and LGBTQ+ Athletes – VIRTUAL
Co-Authors: Erica Tibbetts
	Fred Ariel Hernandez:

Exploring Coach Perspectives on Inclusion of Athletes with Disabilities in School Sports Amidst Changing Demographics
	Sean Burke:
Nationalism, National Identity, and Anti-Russian Rhetoric: Canadian media coverage of Russian hockey players in the post-cold war era
	Mandy Barefoot:
Assessing Allyship in Sport Management Academia
Co-Authors: Mike Martinez
	Clayton Kuklick:
Post-Structural Pedagogy in Coach Education Strikes Back: The good, the bad, and the ugly
Co-Authors: Joseph Mills
	E. Newton Jackson:

Emotional Intelligence as a marker of success on and off the field, court, or track

Co-Authors: Alicia Battle
	Courtney Beck: “For me, sport was like my mentor”: Critical perspectives on women student-athlete leadership and mentorship opportunities



	Presentation 2
	Lilah Drafts-Johnson:
A Healthy Relationship? The Entanglement of Corporate, State, and Labor Interests in Gender-Based Violence Sport Policies
	Jason Scott:
 Physical Self-Description and Sport Enjoyment Among Youth Wheelchair Basketball Players: A Pilot Study
Co-Authors: Kelsey Webb
	Kirsten Hextrum:
Neoliberalism and Interscholastic Athletics Participation: Habitus, Parenting, Social Class, and the Institutionalized Cultural Capital of School Sports
Co-Authors: Christopher Knoester, James Tompsett
	Leila Riley:
The Impact of Men Mentoring Women on Gender Allyship in Professional Sport


	Joseph Mills:
What does the body machine do? A Foucauldian discourse analysis of endurance running coaching

	Chris Corr:
Factors Influencing Power-5 Football Recruiting Responsibilities: The Intersection of Race, Role, and Geography
Co-Authors: Christopher Atwater, Allison Anders, Sarah Stokowski
	Molly Harry: 
Because if it Happens it’s My Fault”: Women College Athletes’ Perceptions and Understanding of the Dobbs Decision 
 Co-Authors: Josh Lens, Jill Lens 


	Presentation 3
	Stefanie Heinrich:
Exercising gender: Contextualizing gender in American sport through the lens of hegemonic Christianity
	Junbin Yang:
Muddying the Waters of Disability and Sport Studies: Normalcy, Invisible Disabilities, and Physical Cultural Studies
	Emilio Weber:
Red Bull’s Wings: Advancing Neoliberalism Through Cities and the Production of Space

	Dawn Trussell:
Out of their league: The biography and storytelling of three members of a sport anti-Black racism task force.
Co-Authors: Teresa Hill, Shannon Kerwin
	Joel Cormier:
Hired to Win: Coach-Teacher Role Conflict

	Daniel Springer:

Athlete-Student-Influencer: How NIL Further Complicates Applications of Role Theory

Co-Authors: Alison Fridley, Sarah Stokowski, Arden Anderson
	Alex Gang: Consolidation of social capital in women’s college athletics: The implication of culture, space, and identity on developing social capital at a senior military college
Co-Authors: Ju Young Lee, Jin Park


	Presentation 4
	Jen McGovern:
Does Pink Give Girls Permission to Play Sport? A Survey of Adult Perceptions of Kid’s Toys
	Michael Cottingham:
Performance enhancement in non-elite wheelchair rugby players: Weekend warriors taking big risks.
Co-Authors: Jacqueline Bahrami, Tiao Hu, Christopher Gonzales, Erica Gavel, Saumya Gupta, Feranmi Okanlami
	Synthia Sydnor:
Sport to be
	
	
	Ethan Madden:
“The game was ruined for me there:” Examining the mental health byproducts of the Transfer Portal and NIL among student-athletes
	



	Session 2

	Room: Nottoway A
	Meredith A. Whitley:
Panel: Critical Dialogue on Race and Antiracism in Sport for Development 
Co-Presenters: Joseph N. Cooper, Akilah R. Carter-Francique, Marika Warner, Ronald L. Mower, Simon Darnell 

	Room: Nottoway B
	Roundtable 1: Implementing UNDRIP Through NASSS Alignment: Possibilities and Next Steps
Victoria Paraschak
Co-Presenters: Miruthula Queen Anbu, Autumn Martin, Andrew Meyer, Sean M. Seiler,  Tavis Smith, Cristine Vlcek
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Concurrent Session 3
	Session 3
	Room:  Madewood A
 Session: Sporting Diaspora: The Quest for Belonging – VIRTUAL
Chair: Janelle Joseph

	Room:  Madewood B
Session: The Wake of the 2023 World Cup 
Chair: Chris W. Henderson; Adam Beissel

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: A Joyful Queering of Stories of Gender in Sport
Chair: Anna Baeth; Ali Greey

	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in physical culture
Chair:
Simon Barrick
	Room: Shadows
Session: Critical Perspectives on Golf
Chair:
Ryan King-White; Matthew Hawzen; Hugo Ceron-Anaya; Marty Clark
	Room: Crescent A
Session: New Insights in/on Sport Activism Research
Chair:
Joseph Cooper; Yannick Kluch
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport
Chair:
Joseph N. Cooper


	Presentation 1
	Jihoon Choi:
Exploring the Diasporic Journey of Korean Women Golfers – VIRTUAL
Co-Authors: Synthia Sydnor
	Rachel Allison:

“They Are Doing It Because They Love It”: U.S. and English Fan Perceptions of Women Footballers as ‘Role Models’

Co-Authors: Stacey Pope

	Jordan Keesler:
Phenomenological Understandings of Transness: Queer Sporting Experiences


	Caitlin Grzyb:
Children’s Books as Tools to Address DEI in Physical Culture

	Hugo Ceron-Anaya:
Golf, Whiteness, and Racial Capitalism (Hugo Ceron-Anaya)

	Emma Calow:

"Us realizing that we have more power than what we think we do is something that's so great": Motivations of Black women athletes engaging in social justice activism
	Marta Mack:
Cycling Through Antiblack Sexism in Elite Recreational Cycling: An Autoethnography


	Presentation 2
	Yiming Chen:
Recreational Skiers, Skilled Workers, and Classed Bodies: Reflecting Asian Diasporas’ Leisure Experience through Embodied Research Acts
Co-Authors: Ryan Chen
	Anna Goorevich:
Mediated Discourses of Health at the 2023 World Cup

	Jessica Hamdan:
Agenda setting and framing in media coverage of Lia Thomas at the 2022 NCAA championships
Co-Authors: Adam Love 

	Simon Barrick:
Critical reflections on building relationships in diversity, equity, and inclusion work: A case study of curling in Canada
Co-Authors: Richard Norman, Heather Mair
	Marty Clark:
A Brief History of Junior Golf in the United States to 1978

	Sarah Stokowski:
“Standing up for what is right”: The Burgeoning Role of Social Media Activism in Challenging Embedded NCAA Patriarchy
Co-Authors: Allison Smith, Alison Fridley, Chris Corr, Amanda L. Paule-Koba
	Keisha Branch:
Angel Reese: The Barbie Black Women Needed
Co-Authors: Ajhanai "AJ" Keaton, Evan Frederick


	Presentation 3
	Seonghun Lee:

The Meaning of The Korean American National Sports Festival for Diasporic Koreans

Co-Authors: Kyu-Soo Chung, Stephen Hakil Shin
	Ann Pegoraro:
Sporting Hero or Activist Villain: Social Media Responses to Megan Rapinoe’s Retirement Announcement
Co-Authors: Barbara Ravel

	Molly Harry:
Exposing Sport Governing Bodies’ Gender Equity Policies: A Feminist and Queer Analysis and Impacts on Trans College Athletes
Co-Authors: Ellen Graves

	Katelyn Esmonde:
Exercising ethical judgment: An invitation to incorporating more (bio)ethics into studies of physical culture
Co-Authors: Anna Posbergh
	Matt Hawzen:
The Under Armour Junior Tour and the Corporate Sport Hegemony During and After the COVID-19 Pandemic.


	Yannick Kluch:

“Your Voice Is Power!” Extending the Sport Activism Literature to High School Sport by Examining the Motivations for and Facilitators of High School Athlete Activism

Co-Authors: Lillian Feder, Travis Scheadler, Tarkington Newman, Eric Martin, Andrew Mac Intosh
	Letisha Brown:
The Politics of Punishment-An Intersectional Approach

	Presentation 4
	Judy Liao:
There is always more than just one story
	Chris W. Henderson:
Tricornes & Rainbow Flags: Incongruities in US Women's National Soccer Team Fandom

	Daniel Uy:
Pride Body: Racialized Queer and Gay Men's Physique Preparation for Canadian Pride Events 

	Angela Russel
Participant Perspectives on the Inclusion of Transgender Athletes in Elite Sport
Co-Authors: Karine Guerra, Cornell Foo, George Schaefer, Erin Reilly, Sherlan Cabralis
	Ryan King-White:
Kids and the Modern American Junior Golf Experience

Co-Authors: Kyche Curtis, Olive Muller
	Amanda Schweinbenz:
A Perfect Storm: Black feminism and the WNBA Black athlete activism
Co-Authors: Letisha Brown, A. Lamont Williams, Ann Pegoraro
	Jules Boykoff:
Framing Brittney Griner: The US Media, Race, Gender, and Geopolitics


	Presentation 5
	Bliss Wong:
Transnational Adoptees' Belonging, Identity, and the Role of Sport

	Adam Beissel
Mind the Gap: FIFA, women’s football, and the 'progress narratives' of the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup
Co-Authors: Andew Grainger 
	
	
	
	
	


	Session 3

	Room: Nottoway A
	Emily Dane-Staples:
Professional Development: Active Learning Inventories

	Room: Nottoway B
	Workshop: The SistaDocs Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Social Justice and Sport in the New Era
Presented By The SistaDocs: Akilah R. Carter-Francique, Courtney Flowers,  Jasmine Hamilton, Jacqueline McDowell-Burley, Joyce Olushola-Ogunrinde, F. Michelle Richardson, with Algerian Hart





Concurrent Session 4
	Session 4
	Room:  Madewood A
 Session: Labor, Harm, and Abuse in Sport – Virtual
Chair:
Derek Silva
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Watching social change: The influence of spectatorship on identity politics
Chair: Layla Cameron; Ali Greey

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Challenging Settler Colonialism in Sport and Physical Culture  
Chair: Alexandra Giancarlo; Jason Laurendeau 
	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Issues of Power in Sport Governance
Chair:
Max Klein; Sandeep Dutta

	Room: Shadows
Session: Action and Adventure Sports
Chair:
Ilina Arsova; Lars Dzikus  
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Economic,Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics
Chair:
Robert Case
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Applied Sociology
Chair:
Joseph Mills, Clayton Kuklick

	Room: Nottoway A
Session: Diversity, equity, inclusion, social justice & sport in the new era – workshop 

Chair: Akiylah Carter-Francique & Algerian Hart

	Presentation 1
	Mac Ross:
Canadian Sport, Global Capitalism, and Abuse
Co-Authors: Amanda Schweinbenz
	Shaun Edmonds:
Straight Out of Left Field: Agency and Activism in LGBTQ+ Pride Nights

	Mariann Vaczi: 
Indigenous, Traditional, and Folk Sports: Contesting Modernities 

	Joseph Cooper:
A Continuum of Anti-Racist and Multicultural Organizations Analysis of Sports in the United States
Co-Authors: Ajhanai Keaton, Joseph L. Herman, Kayla Martinez
	Malcolm Drewery:
Urban Dirt Bike Riding: Seeking Legal Solutions for an Emerging Street Sport

	Ellen Staurowsky:

A Geography of the College Sport Marketing & Media Complex and Implications for Title IX Analyses

Co-Authors: Nicolas Rosado, Jacob Willinger
	Allison Smith:
Gender Bias & Women Sport Faculty Archetypes
Co-Authors: Tiesha Martin, Aquasia Shaw, Emma Calow, Simran Sethi

	

	Presentation 2
	Martine Dennie:
Masculinity, Hazing, And Abuse in Canadian Major Junior Hockey
Co-Authors: Cheryl MacDonald, Austin Sutherland
	Brett Pardy:
Drafting fans into dominant narratives: Entry drafts and the foreclosure of resistance


	Alexandra Giancarlo:
Our children are still dancing: Settler colonial (de)choreographies in the Indian Residential School System 

	Erica J. Zonder:
International Federations and Transgender Bans: Could Policy Decisions Lead to Legal Scrutiny?
Co-Authors: Lauren M. Coffey
	Toomas Gross:
Adventure, experimentation, and new ways of running in Estonia

	Robert Engvall:
Does the Path Toward Greater Equity in Sport Run Through Transcendent Stars?
Co-Authors: Jessica Skolnikoff
	Mandy Barefoot:
Sport as culture:  Rethinking sport industry segmentation through the lens of cultural industries
Co-Authors: Mike Martinez

	

	Presentation 3
	Deana Simonetto:
Collateral Damage: The Social Reproductive Labour of NFL Wives
Co-Authors: Daniel Sailofsky
 VIRTUAL

	Kayla Cloud:
The Home Team: Exploring the relationship between spectatorship, sport nationalism, and inclusion through social identity theory
Co-Authors: Erica Tibbetts

	Bessie Lecker-Evans: 
Student Outdoor Recreation Associations: Responsibilities in Reconciliation  

	Chris Croft:
NCAA or aka “No Cash Allowed for Athletes” Kicks the NIL Can Down the Road and Now State Laws Have Created Their Own Juggernaut
Co-Authors: David Zinn
	Nina Adjanin:
Ascending Beyond Peaks: Unraveling the Social Media Intentions of Female Climbers
Co-Authors: Ilina Arsova
	Robert Zullo:

Building a Pipeline – From the Sidelines to the Corner Office – Women in Intercollegiate Athletic Administration

Co-Authors: Riley Lewis, Ashley Zullo
	Nick Davidson:   
Punches, Piledrivers, and Pride: A Case Study into Professional Wrestling and its Celebration of the LGBTQ+ Community    
Co-Authors: Tim Wilson, Chris Croft
	

	Presentation 4
	Bachir Sirois-Moumni:
Necropolitics and the (moral) disposition of bodies in sport spectacle: Negotiating the death of Mexican boxer Jeannette Zacarias-Zapata in Quebec's sports/media landscape
Co-Authors: Myriam Lavoie-Moore
	
	Daniel Mann:  
 (De)colonising the colonised: rugby, boxing and (post)colonial masculinities in (de)colonial places  
Co-Authors: Mac Ross 

	Carly Stewart
Unravelling Gender and Non-accidental Violence in Women’s Gymnastics Research: A Critical Interpretive Synthesis  

	Tavis Smith:
Reflections, interpretations, and the many meanings of the “spirit of gravel”
Co-Authors: Haley Smith, Jean Côté

	Amanda L. Paule-Koba:

Making the Leap: First Year Athletes’ Experiences with the Transition to College

Co-Authors: Kristen Kenfield, Meredith Flaherty 

	
	


	Session 4

	Room: Nottoway B
	Roundtable: Forward Motion: A Roundtable Discussion Introducing the San Diego State University Surf/Skate Studie Collaborative (SSSC)
David Kemper, Co-Authors: Neftalie Williams, Jess Ponting, Michael Roberts
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Friday, November 3rd
Concurrent Session 5
	Session 5
	Room:  Madewood A
 Session: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in physical culture – VIRTUAL
Chair:
Simon Barrick
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Sport and the Urban Spaces of Spectacle
Chair:
Michael Friedman

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Community Development Within Physical Culture
Chair: NASSS
Presider: Jasmine Lew

	Room: Shadows
Session: Making Things Unworkable: The Bodily Experiences of LGBTQI+ Issues in Sport
 Chair: Anna Baeth; Ali Greey 

	Room: Crescent A
Session: Economic,Socio-Cultural,Mental Health,Ethical Issues in College Athletics
Chair:
Robert Chase
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Teaching Sport Studies 1
Chair:
Jennifer Sterling

	Presentation 1
	Hokeun Choi:
Underrepresentation of Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) Sports Medicine Practitioners in Elite Sport
Co-Authors: Dunja Antunovic, Mitchell McSweeney, Bridget Sturch
	Casey Schreiber:

Saints in the Broken City: urban sports narratives from New Orleans

	Jasmine Lew:
Learning to Lead: An Embodied Decolonial Approach to Empowering Racialized Womxn in Physical Cultures and Leadership

	Janeanne Levenstein:

Theorizing a “Sporting Body without Organs”: Toward Un/Gendered Assemblages
	Joel Cormier:

Welcome to the Family- Who’s your Daddy? Recruitment of College Athletes

Co-Authors: Deverin Muff, 
	Wib Leonard:
Pedagogical Themes in Teaching the Sociology of Sport


	Presentation 2
	Demetrius Pearson:
Trail Riding: A Nostalgic Sociocultural and Historical Sport-related Pastime
	Michael Giardina:
The Emergence of a Sporting Oasis: The Spectacle of Urban Transformation in Las Vegas
	You Li:
Transforming the fortune through sport? A narrative inquiry into the media stories and life experiences of ‘the creek soccer star’ in China

	Ali Greey:
Trans Girls and Women Belong in Sport

	Despina Evangelopoulos:
Why are they leaving?: A case study into the experiences of Division I Men’s Basketball athletes who enter the transfer portal
Co-Authors: Hannah Kloetzer, Dr. Elizabeth Taylor
	Andrew Guest:
Teaching Toward Thinking Fandom: A Liberal Arts Approach to Sport Sociology

	Presentation 3
	Moss Norman:

Engaging Kinesiology’s Excluded Others: Cleaving Space for a Non-Coercive Intercultural Dialogue

	Stephen Shin:
New Tennessee Titans Stadium and Urban Development
Co-Authors: Seonghun Lee
	Xinglin Cai:
Research on the Influencing Factors and Improvement Path of Urban Public Sports Service Quality Based on Quality Management Theory
Co-Authors: Yuanbo Yang, Jusan Sun, Hongyu Shi
	Anna Baeth:
Softer when Applied to Women, Harder when Applied to Men, Hardest when Applied to Transgender Women: Mediated, Essentialist Narratives of Athletes in 2021
Co-Authors: Anna Goorevich

	Chris Coker:

Fourth Down & Millions with Time Running Out!: Can Small Colleges Afford to Keep Football by 2050?

Co-Authors: Chris Croft
	Phil Hatlem:
Teaching Sport Studies to Sport Business students: A Case Study 


	Presentation 4
	Jim Lusted:
Towards an anti-racist sports coaching practice
	Michael Friedman:
Sport and the Future of the Spectacular City
	Aish Ravi:
Exploring the lived experience of women football coaches in Australia
	
	Robert Case:
NIL, Transfer Portal, Conference Expansion, and Academic Clustering: The Athletic Snowball Continues

	Ashley Ryder:
Visualizing Learning: Concept Mapping as a Transformative Tool For In-Class Semester Review
Co-Authors: Jillian McNiff Villemaire



	Session 5

	Room: Nottoway A
	E. Newton Jackson:
Panel: Who is in charge? Governing Transgender Athletes and Competition
Co-Authors: Robert Lyons, Marlynn Jones

	Room: Nottoway B
	Janelle Joseph
Panel: Decolonizing Sport Studies: Future Directions
Co-Authors: Tricia Mc-Guire Adams

	Room: Rosedown B
	Robert Bennett III
Panel: The Black Male Student Athlete Experience: Building Community 
Co-Presenters: Jonathan Howe, Darren Kelly







Keynote NASSS Presidential Address: F. Michelle Richardson, PhD 

“Allies or Accomplices: Allyship is an Action Verb”


[image: ]

F. Michelle Richardson, PhD, President of NASSS and Associate Professor in the Department of Management and Marketing at Coppin State University. 



Concurrent Session 6
	Session 6
	Room:  Madewood A
Session: Challenging Settler Colonialism in Sport and Physical Culture – VIRTUAL
Chair: 
Alexandra Giancarlo, Jason Laurendeau
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Resistance to anti-racism, and international college athletics, in the academy
Chair: NASSS
Presider: Simran Sethi

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Critical Approaches to Athlete Health
Chair:
Caitline Clarke 
	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Sociology of Sport Coaching 1
Chair:
Joseph MIlls, Clayton Kuklick
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Community development through sport and recreation
Chair:
Christine Dallaire
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Canceled due to withdraws

	Presentation 1
	Britta Peterson:
Exploring the Intersections of Indigeneity, Motherhood, and Elite Sport – VIRTUAL
Co-Authors: Talia Ritondo, Victoria Merchand, Dr. Audrey Giles
	Fabio Felli:

Brain Gain: NCAA DIII International College Athletes' Recruitment to U.S. HEIs

Co-Authors: Simran Sethi, Kaitlin Pericak
	Kaitlyn Seow:
“As Long as it’s Free”: Exploring Racialized Immigrants’ Experiences of ACL Rehabilitation and Sports Medicine
	Jack Griffiths:
Flipping technology and giving voice: a pilot study
Co-Authors: Joseph Mills, Clayton Kuklick
	Christine Dallaire:

Giving Back at the Arctic Winter Games : Connecting With and Contributing to the Community

Co-Authors: Steph Mackay
	

	Presentation 2
	Zeana Hamdonah:
Indigenous Dance, Cultural Continuity, and Resistance: A Netnographic Analysis of Palestinian Dabke in the Diaspora – VIRTUAL
Co-Authors: Janelle Joseph
	Kirsten Hextrum:
How International College Athletes Acquire and Deploy Capital to Navigate American Athletic Recruitment Process
Co-Authors: Simran Sethi
	Eva Rubin:
Damar Hamlin and the machine: A critical discourse analysis of health, humanity, and consumerism in the National Football League
Co-Authors: Caitlin Clarke
	Robert Lyons, Jr.:
The Deion Sanders Decision: HBCU or PWI?
Co-Authors: E. Newton Jackson, Jr.
	Jesse Couture:
Creating community, seeking camaraderie, and consuming together: An ethnographic study of the urban ‘run crew’ scene in Vancouver, B.C.
	

	Presentation 3
	Jason Laurendeau:

A “celebration and connection to culture through hockey”: Belonging and world-building through the Indigenous Girls Hockey Program

	Tori Justin:
Anti-Blackness in Kinesiology: Moving Us Forward

	Hannah Kloetzer:

Developing a Holistic Model of Care for Athletes: A Conceptual Study

Co-Authors: Lauren Beasley


	Jennifer LaVoie:
The Male Gaze and Women’s Sports Identity: Male Authorship of the Female Experience

	Devra Waldman:

Combating metabolic crisis through community development: The emergence of the privatized ‘sport city’ and the postcolonial politics of engineering healthy living environments
	

	Presentation 4
	
	Ronald Mower:
Beyond the invisible knapsack: Taking seriously the role of emotions in anti-racist advocacy

	
	Robin Pietryk:
Fostering Synergy: Unveiling Team Chemistry through the DISC Assessment
	Daniel Burdsey: “It’s a Brum Ting”: the 2022 Commonwealth Games and the possibilities of sporting sonic conviviality 
	


	Presentation 5
	
	
	
	Joseph Herman II:
“It was just a temporary retirement”: Exploring the Master Narrative of Boomeranging Coaches in Big-Time American Football
	
	


	Session 6

	Room: International Ballroom 
	All Student Poster Session

	Room: Nottoway B
	Panel: Academic Motherhood in Sport Management 
Moderator: Kate Bebee
Panelists: Emily Newell, Sally Ross, Amanda Paule-Koba, Megan Parietti

	Room: Shadows
	Anna Posberg & Sheree Bekker
Panel: Defining “woman”: Resistance to and strategies forward
Panelists: Roc Rochon, Ali Greey, Anna Baeth





Concurrent Session 7
	Session 7
	Room:  Madewood A
 Session: Sport, physical (in)activity, anti-colonialism, and autoethnography – VIRTUAL
Chair:
Jason Laurendeau; Tricia McGuire-Adams
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: DEI and Sport Sociology Pedagogy: Curriculum, Course Changes and Innovation
Chair:
Robert Case
	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Contemporary Sport and Neoliberalism
Chair:
Taylor Henry
	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Many Names, Same Problem: Patriarchy, Gender-Based Violence, and Sport
Chair:
Lilah Drafts-Johnson; Lauren Nowosatka
	Room: Shadows
Session: ¡Pa’lante! Advancing the Commitment to more Latinx Representation at NASSS
Chair:
Jaime Morales; Jennifer McGovern; Jorge Moraga; Stacey Flores
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Policy and participation: The politics of inclusion
Chair:
Anna Posbergh;  Sheree Bekker
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport
Chair:
Joseph N. Cooper

	Presentation 1
	Vanessa García González:
A Mexican Playing flag football in Mexico and abroad: an autoethnographic account
	Robert Case:
Recommendations for Including DEI Topics, Content, and Concepts Into Sport Sociology Coursework

	Benjamin Perasović:
Against Modern Football in practice: The European perspective
Co-Authors: Marko Mustapić
	Tarlan Chahardovali:
Crossing the Line: The Impact of Reproductive Health Policies on Women College Athletes
	Stacey Alvarez Flores:
¡Estoy Aquí! The journey of a Latina athlete
	Ryan Storr:

Managing mayhem? Exploring the creation of an elite trans sport policy in Australian Tennis
	Kirsten Hextrum:
The Dominant Institutional Logic of Whiteness in Sport
Co-Authors: Charles Macaulay, Ajhanai Keaton

	Presentation 2
	Brendan O’Hallarn:
The legend of Taylor Heinicke: An autoethnography of an unexpected superfan
	Maura Rosenthal:
Getting the Ball Rolling: Bringing Archives, Artifacts, and Digital Resources into Sociology of Sport Curriculum
Co-Authors: Orson Kingsley
	Mathew Hodler:
“One Bite Pizza”: Barstool Sports, apps, & political consumption
	Lauren Nowosatka:
Abuse in USA Gymnastics: Understanding Gymnasts as Biocultural Creatures
Co-Authors: Shannon Jette
	Alexia Lopes:
Transnational Migration of Motocross and Supercross Athletes to the United States: A Push–Pull-Anti-Push-Anti-Pull Analysis
Co-Authors: Khalid Ballouli
	Palesha Mashigo:
One Rotten Apple or a Rotten Tree: Racism in European Football Culture
	Sayvon JL Foster:
Yall Used to Hate Being Out Here: An Interrogation of Race, Language, and Occupancy within Arena Districts

	Presentation 3
	Tricia McGuire-Adams:
Grappling with settler colonialism through martial arts
	Kathryn Shea:
The influence of culture on sport participation and exposure
	Brittany Szczyglowski:
Driving Change? An Assessment of Formula One Racing’s Corporate Social Responsibility Communications
	Kim Toffoletti:
Addressing gendered cyberhate in women's sport
Co-Authors: Caitlin McGrane
	Fred Ariel Hernandez:
Measuring air pollution in practice: Understanding near-freeway school sports infrastructure and participation

	Emily Kulakowski:

Policy Analysis of Anti-Trans State Sports Bans
	Patrick Crowe:
Playing (& smoking) by the rules: Sports media’s racialized coverage of athlete drug use
Co-Authors: Vincent Pena

	Presentation 4
	Niya St. Amant:
Concussion Experiences among Indigenous Women in Competitive Ice Hockey: An In-depth Case Study
	
	Eun Jung:
Indoor gym, air pollution, and neoliberalism: Structural violence of unequal breathing
	Emily Nothnagle:
Sport Participation and Violence Over the Life Course
Co-Authors: Chris Knoester
	
	Abdulsamad Olajide Yusuf:
African Athletes’ Involvement in Community Development: Collaborations with NGOs to Promote Sustainable Social Impact
Co-Authors: Jepkorir-Rose Chepyator-Thomson
	Wayne Black:
Critical Theorizing College Athletic Economic Exploitation Through Racial Capitalism



	Session 7

	Room: Nottoway A
	Letisha Engracia Cardoso Brown: 
Panel: SSJ 40th Anniversary Special Issue Panel: A Conversation with the Special Guest Editors
Panelists: Anthony Weems, Tomika Ferguson, Chen Chen, Natalie Welch, Courtney Szto

	Room: Nottoway B
	Jay Coakley:
Panel: The Handbook Challenge: On Actually Making the Oxford Handbook of Sport and Society
Panelists: Lawrence Wenner, Michael Butterworth, Cheryl Cooky, David Andrews, Laurence Chalip, Lisa Kihl, Brian Gearity, Jennifer Sterling, Douglas Hartmann, Michael Atkinson 





Concurrent Session 8
	Session 8
	Room:  Madewood A
Session: Contemporary issues surrounding female college athletes – VIRTUAL
Chair: 
Alex C. Gang; Ju Young Lee, Jin Park, Ji Young Park

	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Disability and the Sociological Study of Sport: An Open Invitation
Chair:
James Brighton
	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Media and Sport
Chair: NASSS
Presider: Jesse Couture

	Room: Shadows
Session: Fandom, Sport, and Globalization

Presider: Elleen Narcotta-Welp

	Room: Crescent A
Session: Economic, SocioCultural, Mental  Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics
Chair:
Robert Case
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport
Chair:
Joseph N. Cooper

	Presentation 1
	Dr. Natalie West:
Another Hurdle to Jump: Impact of Division III Athletics on First-Generation Female Student-Athletes' GPA
	Brett Smith:
Moving social work: Some insights from co-producing research with disabled people and social workers
	Marko Mustapić:
Sport, the nation, and primordialism: How the media turned Dražen Petrović and Vlade Divac from 'brothers' to 'archetypal enemies'
Co-Authors: Benjamin Perasović
	Eileen Narcotta-Welp:
"The world needs more purpose": PGA's Merger, Monahan, Morals, and Money
Co-Authors: Dain TePoel

	Natalie Bunch:

Stanford University's response to the passing of Katie Meyer: A critical discourse analysis

Co-Authors: Lauren Beasley, Janie Copple
	Yeomi Choi:
“Outsiders within”: Sport, naturalization, and the construction of black Korean runners

	Presentation 2
	Jin Park:
Examining Prominent NIL Athletes’ Social Media Posts and Personal Branding Effort: Perspectives from the Model of Athlete Brand Image
Co-Authors: Jiyoung Park, Ju Young Lee, Alex Gang
	James Brighton:
Writing a collaborative autoethnography of disability and impairment as an able-bodied researcher: A critical reflection
	Willa Hladun:
They Shoot, They Score, They Mother: A Narrative Analysis of Media Portrayals of Professional Hockey Playing Mothers
Co-Authors: Kerry McGannon, Ann Pegoraro, Barbara Ravel
	Diana Cohen
Sexism in the Sports Cards Hobby: Investigating the Lived Experiences of Female Collectors

	Jessica Siegele:
Adverse Childhood Experiences in College Athletes
Co-Authors: Theresa Schlosser, Emily Rosak
	Pat Rubio Goldsmith:
Basketball as Racially Hidden Cultural Capital:  Further Incorporating Race into Cultural Capital Theory


	Presentation 3
	Shannon Scovel:

Mentioned, quoted and embedded: How sports journalists constructed a narrative of women college athletes’ value early in the ‘name, image and likeness’ era
	B. Nalani Butler:
Unified: Establishing a Special Olympics College Club through Classroom Instruction
	Mark Falcous 
Narrating the New Zealand Imagination
Co-Authors: Georgia Scott

	Brendan O’Hallarn:
A typology of Reddit shitposts and exploring motivations for Reddit shitposters
Co-Authors: Mark Slavich, Betsy Emmons, Matty Madden

	Marcis Fennell:

Angel vs Caitlin: An Interactionist Synthesis of Smack Talk

Co-Authors: Donald McAulay
	Elena Simpkins:
Black Women in Sport Leadership: An Exploration of the Sport Intersectional Model of Power (SIMP)
Co-Authors: Ketra Armstrong


	Presentation 4
	Jeremy Brenner-Levoy
Playing with Care: Feminine and Feminized Labor in Video Games
	Michael Cottingham:
Able bodied female support in wheelchair rugby: The impact of gender and function on staff experiences
Co-Authors: Emma Bradstreet, Aolani Wheeler, Sydney Liow, Marita Diaz, Saumya Gupta, Feranmi Okanlami
	
	
	Angelia Nelson:   
The Importance of mentorship programs: NCAA Division II Student-athletes perspectives
Co-Authors: Jeongwon Choi, Boung Jin Kang, Margaret Wilkins
	Kayla Martinez:
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Education for College Athletes: Analyzing DEI Specific Conferences' Pedagogical Aims
Co-Authors: Keisha Branch




	Session 8

	Room:   Rosedown B
	Moderator: C. Keith Harrison
Panel: The genius and intellectual athleticism of ballers: A multidisciplinary prism with theory and practice
Panelists: Larry Proctor - Grambling State University, John Krakauer - John Hopkins University (virtual), Richard Hart – University of South Carolina, Jay Coakley - University of Colorado Colorado Springs Emeritus

	Room: Nottoway A
	Rebecca Kissane: 
Panel: Beyond Stigma: The Mental Health Crisis in Women's College Sports - PANEL & Documentary Screening
Panelists: Rick Eckstein, Kaitlin Pericak, Letisha Engracia Cardoso Brown, Caitlin Clarke

	Room: Nottoway B
	Organizers: Malcolm Drewery – Morgan St. Univ. & F. Michelle Richardson – Coppin St. Univ. 
Presider: F. Michelle Richardson 
Panel: Double Standard at the 2023 Women’s NCAA Tournament: Gender and Racial Bias
Panelists: Melissa Buckley – Coppin St. Univ., Akilah Carter-Francique – Benedict College, Malcolm Drewery 
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Saturday, November 4th
Concurrent Session 9
	Session 9
	Room:  Madewood A
Session: The Impact of Experiential Learning on Sport Management Education – VIRTUAL 
Chair: Shelby Masse; Christopher Streeter, Nick Gorgievsk
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Critical Muslim Studies, Sport, and Physical Culture
Chair:
Adam Ehsan Ali; Umer Hussain
	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Medicalized Bodies: Athlete Experiences with Chronic Illness and Cancer
Chair:
Kristi Tredway


	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Sexual Violence & Violence in Sport: Stemming the Tide
Chair:
Lars Dzikus
	Room: Shadows
Session: Sport, race and the outdoors
Chair:
Shabana Ali
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics
Chair:
Robert Case
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Technology Advancement and the Minorities influence on ESport
Chair:
Charles Crowley; Damein Greatheart, Christopher Davis

	Presentation 1
	Christopher Streeter:
 Experiential Learning: The Super Bowl LVII Practicum – VIRTUAL

	Fahad Bin Radhyan:

Esports and health effects in the Middle East: A Systematic Scoping Reviews approach.

Co-Authors: Abdullah Alwaleedi, Ibrahim Aleidi
	Pamela Laucella:

Coach Pat Summitt, Advocate, Icon, and Role Model: The Media Framing of Alzheimer’s - VIRTUAL 
	Ilina Arsova:
“Too friendly for respect.” An autoethnography of a female adventure athlete from the Balkans confronting gender-based power imbalances in sports.
Co-Presenter: Caroline Spellings
	Jessica Murfree:
“And we back outside” - A case for public health inclusivity in sport for nature
Co-Authors: Benika Dixon
	Jim Sarra: 
 Power 5 Conferences and Issues of Power in Sports Governance: An Examination of NCAA Governance Challenges
Co-Authors: Chris Croft
	Shushan Dai:
Gaming Femininities: A Qualitative Analysis of the Digital Production of Gendered Identities

	Presentation 2
	YunJung Kim:  
 “Like they say, it’s a dream program”: Exploring the experiences of recipients of a SDP higher education program 
 Co-Authors: Seungmin Kang
	Umer Hussain:
Interrogating the Concept of Sportswashing: Addressing Epistemological Biases and Advocating for Subjugated Perspectives
Co-Authors: Adam E. Ali
	Gretchen Peterson:
Navigating the Shift from Chronic Illness to Disability: An Autoethnographic Account from a Softball Player

	Katie Mirance:
Feminist Abolitionist Approaches to Gender-Based Violence: A descriptive case study of gender-based violence in SportsWorld
Co-Authors: Katelyn Foltz, Angela Hattery
	Miruthula Queen Anbu:
Dragon Boat and the 'Waveprint;' Environmental Impact of Dragon Boat Paddling in Sen̓áḵw
	Marlene Holmes :
Mental Health Or Mental Illness: Educating, Acknowledging, and Accepting the Mental Health Experience of Black Women Competing in College Athletics
	Akilah Carter-Francique:
HBCU, STEM, and the Development of Esports
Co-Authors: Charles Crowley

	Presentation 3
	Lauren Beasley: 
Experiential Learning Partnerships with Sport Organizations: A Program Planning Perspective

	Sean Sadri:
Iranian Sports Migration and the Gender Imbalance: Examining Emigration Framing of Elite Iranian Athletes by State-Run Media
Co-Authors: Andrew Billings, Mahdi Latifi Fard
	Kristi Tredway: 
Using the Social Activism of Women’s Professional Tennis to Contextualize the Cancer Diagnoses of Former Champions
	Laura Gubby:
Negotiating Vulnerability, Risk and Fear: Experiences of Women Who Trail Run
Co-Authors: Joanna Hill
	Ilina Arsova:
LaCholitas: A Narrative Inquiry Exploring Indigenous Women Mountain Climbers
Co-Authors: Lars Dzikus, YJ Kim
	

	Lindee Declercq:
More than a Game: Understanding Gendered Discourse in Online Communities for Gaming

	Presentation 4
	Wei Wang: 
The Game and Hotel Experiences by Fans: Interdisciplinary Experiential Learning Collaboration Project with Sport Facility and Events Operations and Hospitality and Tourism Operations Classes
Co-Authors: Chris Croft 

	

	Katelyn Foltz:  
How Deadly is the National Football League (NFL)?: Analysis of Deceased NFL Players and Their Deaths
 
Co-Authors: Richard Sellers, Kris Marsh
	Lars Dzikus:
Self-Disclosure in Sexual Violence Prevention
	Shabana Ali:
South Asians in 'The Great Outdoors': Navigating Racialized Experiences Rock Climbing in Canada
	
	Rashan Isaac:
Positioning of the “e-thlete”: self-perceptions of collegiate esports athletes in their organizations
Co-Authors: Allison Smith

	Presentation 5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Chris Davis:
Minorities' and Gaming the impact on Esports
Co-Authors: Damein Greatheart



	Session 9

	Room: Nottoway A
	Emily Dane-Staples:
Professional Development: Holding students accountable

	Room: Nottoway B
	Jepkorir Rose Chepyator-Thomson; Jay Coakley
Panel: Gender, race, class, (dis)ability: The social dynamics in informal sport
Panelists: Katja Sonkeng, Emeka Anaza (posthumous recognition), Roc Rochon, Monyae Williamson-Gourley 




Keynote: Tricia McGuire-Adams, PhD

“Decolonial Research Methods in Sociology of Sport: Weaving together Resurgent Ways of Being”

[image: ]

Dr. Tricia McGuire-Adams, Canada Research Chair (2019-2023) in Indigenous Ganandawisiwin/Good Health Sovereignties, Associate Professor of Kinesiology and Physical Education at the University of Toronto.   




Concurrent Session 10
	Session 10
	Room:  Madewood B
Session: Sport, Newcomers, and Urban Space: Contested Terrains
Chair: Padma Prakash

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Minority Serving Institutions: Beacons of hope
Chair:
Akilah Carter-Framcique

	Room:   Rosedown B
Session: Labor, Harm, and Abuse in Sport
Chair:
Derek Silva
	Room: Shadows
Session: The Impact of Experiential Learning on Sport Management Education
Chair:
Shelby Masse; Christopher Streeter; Nick Gorgievski
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Social Justice, Platforms and Awareness, & Mechanisms for Change
Chair: Augustus “Gus” Hallmon

	Room: Crescent B
Session: Teaching Sport Studies 2
Chair:
Jennifer Sterling
	Room: Nottoway B
Session: Fat Play: Rethinking Sporting Bodies and the Benefits of Movement
Chair:
Kasie Murphy

	Presentation 1
	Monir Shahzeidi:

Leisure Constraints and Wellbeing of Racialized Women Refugees in Canada
	Deverin Muff:
Measuring the Levels of Athletic Identity of Historically Black College University (HBCU) Student-Athletes in Correlation with Academic Achievement
Co-Authors: Joseph Cooper

	Justin Garner:
Exploring the Devaluation of the (Black) Running Back in the NFL
	Ashley Bowers:
Implementing Sport Management Experiential Learning Strategies into Classroom Instruction
Co-Authors: Myia Graves, Keri Larsen
	Emma Calow:

"Social media and social justice go hand in hand": Why social media is used as a tool for activism and why it isn't, according to Black women athlete activists
	Jennifer Sterling:
Team TILTing: Implementing Transparency in a Large Lecture Sport Studies course
Co-Authors: Glenn Houlihan, Janeanne Levenstein, John Tappen 

	Kasie Murphy:
Cutting the Fat(phobia): Identifying Ways to Improve Organized Physical Activity for Fat People

	Presentation 2
	by Bangladeshi Immigrants Living in the Greater Toronto Area
	Jasmine Hamilton:
Preserving HBCUs' value and legacy: The benefits of academic program reviews
Co-Authors: Aaron Livingston, Akilah Carter-Francique, Courtney Flowers

	Christopher McLeod:
Good Jobs, Bad Jobs in the United States’ Spectator Sport Industry
Co-Authors: Richard Paulsen, Lauren Hindmen

	Ashley Ryder:
Empowering Learning Autonomy: The Role of Active Learning and Case Studies in Sport Sociology
Co-Authors: Jillian McNiff Villemaire
	Aquasia Shaw:
Conditional Receptiveness Based on the Message or Messenger? Exploring Issues Addressed through Athlete Activism on Social Media.
Co-Authors: Joseph Cooper
	Jessica Siegele:
Indigenous Sport and Recreation Course Creation
Co-Authors: Theresa Schlosser


	 Heather Van Mullem:
You Should Really Get Some Exercise!: Addressing Fatphobia in Kinesiology Degree Programs

	Presentation 3
	Xindan Liu:
The Role of Community Sports in Facilitating Social Inclusion for Newcomers in Belgium
Co-Authors: Yuanbo Yang, Congkan Chen, Songyu Ting
	J. Kenyatta Cavil:
The HBCU Ecosystem: The HBCU Sports Culture in the Digital Media Space
Co-Authors: Geremy Cheeks, Howard Henderson, Charles Bishop

	Derek Silva:
The Normalization of College Football During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Co-Author:
Nathan Kalman-Lamb
	Lequez Spearman:
Experiential Writing in A Sport Management Classroom: Students’ Written Reflections on Their Learning Experiences Watching On-Demand Interviews
	Lauren Anderson:

Social Media Narratives of Deshaun Watson's Sexual Harassment Scandal in the Aftermath of #MeToo
	Kae McCarty:
Application and Impact of Zines in the Socially Just Sports Classroom
Co-Authors: Mathew Collins

	Layla Cameron:
Making gains for heavy hitters: Pursuing athletic excellence as fat athletes

	Presentation 4
	
	
	
	
	Brittany Schulz:
The Atlanta Dream's Social Media Movement
	Alexia Lopes: 
One Nation, One Team: Discussing the USWNT Equal Pay Victory in the Classroom 
Co-Authors: Martha McGrath Brown, Ben Pincus
	



	Session 10

	Room: Madewood A
	Kalyn McDonough: 
Panel: International Perspectives on Sport and Corrections: (Re)imagining Future S (VIRTUAL)
Panelists: Rosie Meek, Jennifer Jacobs, Zach Wahl-Alexander, David Gallant, Haydn Morgan, Mark Norman

	Room: Nottoway A
	Behind the Shield: The Power & Politics of the NFL 
Documentary Screening & Panel: Behind the Shield: The Power & Politics of the NFL
Panelists: Jules Boykoff, Dave Zirin 





Concurrent Session 11
	Session 11
	Room:  Madewood A
Session: Sport and Recreation Policy and Equity - VIRTUAL
Chair:

	Room:   Rosedown A
Session: Critical Approaches to Athlete Health
Chair:
Caitlin Clarke

	Room:   Rosedown B
Action and Adventure Sports
Chair: Ilina Arsova; Lars Dzikus
	Room: Shadows
Session: Intersectional experiences of Black girls and women in sport
Chair:
Akilah Carter-Francique; Joyce Olushola Ogunrinde;  DeAnne Davis Brooks
	Room: Crescent A
Session: Community development through sport and recreation
Chair:
Christine Dallaire
	Room: Crescent B
Session: Fostering Youth Sport Participation
Chair: NASSS
Presider: Hannah Kloetzer


	Presentation 1
	Danielle Peers:
Abolitionist Critiques of “Safe Sport” in the Canadian Context 
Co-Authors: William Bridel, Nathan Victor Fawaz, Janelle Joseph, Stephanie Dixon, Tricia McGuire-Adams
	Stephanie Stresing:
Seeking healthcare services in hockey: Understanding health behaviours in a masculine sport subculture

	Roberto Fernandez Morales: Learning to Feel Safe Again: Protective Factors in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Aikido 
 Co-Authors: Autumn Martin, Jennifer Snelling, Annalise Hale
	Yannick Kluch:
Creating C.H.A.M.P.S. on Campus: Insights into the Experiences of Black Women Athletes Completing Inclusive Leadership Programming at Historically White Institutions
Co-Authors: Tomika Ferguson, Raquel Wright-Mair, Solomon Siskind
	Katelyn Foltz:

“The “Boys of Fall” and bolstering of white racial identity: small-town football culture and the maintenance of white American masculine tradition”
	Hannah Kloetzer:
Conditions supporting the development of young athletes’ interest in swimming and competition
Co-Authors: K. Ann Renninger

	Presentation 2
	Andy To:
Equity Deserving Groups, Sport, and Recreation in Calgary
	Stacey Alvarez Flores:
Don’t Sleep on It
Co-Aurhor: Scott N. Brooks
	Mariann Vaczi:
The Grace in Every Child: Risk and Responsibility in the Catalan Traditional Sport of Human Tower Building (Castells)

	Aarti Ratna:
Practising Black Feminist Fugitivity
	Jasamine Hill:
The Benefits and Barriers of Company Sport
Co-Authors: Min Jung Jim
	Kalyn McDonough:
Eliminating barriers, facilitating sport spaces among youth who are incarcerated
Co-Authors: Erin Knight

	Presentation 3
	Stephanie Dixon:

Athletes’ Experiences of Reporting Processes Lead to (further) Harm and (re)Traumatization 
	Caitlin Clarke:
Good Athlete, Bad Patient? Navigating Life with Chronic Illness in U.S. Collegiate Sport
Co-Authors: Eva Rubin, Kaitlin Pericak, Brynn Adamson
	Christopher Garcia: 
Waxing the Wings: Critically Examining Red Bull’s Sponsorship of Action Sports 
Co-Authors: Jennifer Proffitt
	Chloe C. Orange:
The Black Out: Understanding the Transfer Experience of the Black Female Athlete
	Lis Camelia:

Understanding Sport Heroes and Belonging beyond Nationalism
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	Miruthula Queen Anbu:
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	Cherese Fine:
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Co-Authors: Maurice Williams, Natasha Croom, Chris Croft
	Angelia Nelson:
The Importance of mentorship programs: NCAA Division II Student-athletes perspectives
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	Alix Krahn:
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	Max Klein:
Using Racial Capitalism to Understand Organizational Justice in Sport Management

	

	Raiya Taha Thomure: 
Gender-Based Violence Against Transgender Athletes in North America
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	Hannah Plummer:
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1. The Great Equalizer: Building Bridges and Transcending Boarders - Jonathan Mishler
2. The Impacts of Social Media on College Students’ Physical Activity: A Systematic Review - Kun Wang 
3. The Integration of NCAA Women’s Athletics at US Service Academies - David Zinn
4. The Virality of Misogynoir: Exploring and Illuminating the Experiences of Black Women in Sport Media - Shamaria Massenberg
5. Understanding senior student athletes’ perceptions of support, diversity, equity, and inclusion - Devin Waddell
6. Yellow Card: Is NIL Empowering or Harming Student-Athletes? - Ashley Zanatta
7. College Athletes’ Rights of Free Speech Under the First Amendment and the Ban on TikTok - Kun Wang
8. Gender Analysis and Women Polo Players’ Experiences: Comparing Organizational Cultures (U.S. and Iran) - Farzaneh Kosari Esfahani
9. Grad Student Initial Pre-conceptions of Working in a Sport-Based Youth Development Prison Program - Jenn Jacobs
10. Pay Me What I am Worth: An Analysis of US Soccer Salaries - Tess Potemans
11. Perception of Athletic Burnout Among College Student Athletes - Justin Day
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Presentation Abstracts
Abstracts – Thursday, November 2nd
	Session 1A: The Commodification of the Sporting Body – VIRTUAL

	Molly Harry: 
A Dominance Approach to Women College Athletes’ Commodification and Reproductive Rights
	The commodification of college athletes has historically centered the experiences of men, particularly Black men, in football and men’s basketball. And while these athletes are used to achieve the goals of their coaches and institutions, another group of athletes are often forgotten in this discussion: women. College women athletes are commodified in different ways compared to their men counterparts: Research demonstrates that women athletes are commodified through hyper-sexualization and objectified for the gain or pleasure of other athletics stakeholders (i.e., coaches, support staff, donors, and fans). Still, there is limited research on the unique intersection of women athletes’ commodification and their reproductive rights or lack thereof. Indeed, current state laws that limit the rights of women, including women athletes, must be acknowledged as maintaining men’s supremacy in society and sport. Thus, I propose a conceptual extension of the dominance approach to feminism to better understand the unique nexus of college athletics and women’s reproductive rights. The purpose of this presentation is two-fold: (1) center the denial of women’s reproductive rights in feminist sport discussions on commodification and (2) offer opportunities to elevate the experiences and voices of women college athletes in the hopes of mitigating their further commodification.

	Estee Fresco:
Mediations and Mattering of Bodies: A Materialist Media Approach to the Commodification of Sporting Bodies – Virtual
	This paper provides an overview of a materialist media approach to studying the commodification of sporting bodies. We identify a key similarity between materialist approaches taken by scholars in the fields of sport sociology and media studies: the move away from textual analysis and research on representation to investigations into intertwined questions of matter, technology and the human. These questions, we argue, have vital consequence to the study of sports as a collection of bodies, capitalized industries and markets, and cultural mainstays. Furthermore, we suggest that the motor, as technoscientific sporting imaginary, is a mainstay in the common vernacular expression of sports. That is, we already, whether we want to admit to it or not, perceive the stakes of sports and the toil of sporting bodies as being mechanically enabled and scientifically rendered. So then, this works doesn’t pursue a materialist media inquiry of sports for mere novelty; instead, sports as laboratory and gallery of ‘motors’ provokes a philosophical framing of the bodies (both human and non-) and their limitless and spectacular permutations as being at the vanguard of humanistic study.

	Allison Jeffrey: 
Aging Bodies and Yin Yoga: Becoming with Theory and Movement
	This session offers preliminary findings from a post-qualitative study with aging practitioners involved in a project on Yin Yoga. Through a theoretical framework inspired by Rosi Braidotti’s recent writing on posthuman feminism, and together with the practitioners, we engaged moving methods in attempts towards challenging ageist assumptions that limit the becoming of bodies. Yin Yoga, as a meditative form of Yoga, has received little attention in Yoga scholarship, yet is anecdotally attributed with being beneficial for the holistic health and wellbeing of aging populations. In this study, slow meditative movements, soundscapes, and creative methods of art and crafting that involved human/nonhuman relations supported an expansive re-imagining of bodies that challenges prior understandings of the yogic body (as currently commodified in popular culture). Amidst deeply unsettling times, this study provided an opportunity for practitioners to cultivate deep insights related to their continual becoming-with human and nonhuman environments. Findings from this study present opportunities to broaden understandings of moving aging bodies in Yin Yoga and challenge humanist constructions of bodies as individual relational entities. Through post-qualitative design and innovative methods, this study provides insights into the potential contained in research that embraces posthumanism, both in theory and in practice.

	Stefanie Heinrich:
"Winning souls for Christ:" Harnessing the athletic body for Christianity and harnessing Christianity to control the athletic body
	Don McClanen (founder, Fellowship of Christian Athletes [FCA]) argued: “If athletes can endorse shaving cream, razor blades and cigarettes, surely they can endorse the Lord, too.” FCA would grow into a multi-million-dollar non-profit that stretches across 114 countries. This is one example of how Protestant, Evangelical Christianity has worked to use athletic bodies to further evangelize through sport. This theoretical, historical paper examines how hegemonic Christianity has been spread by athletic bodies but has also been used to police and control those same bodies. From Tim Tebow taking a knee in prayer to Coach Kennedy winning a U.S. Supreme Court case allowing him to pray on the 50-yard line, athletes and coaches are the perfect tool for spreading Christianity. By first gaining visibility through their physical prowess, and then by “embodying” their faith, Christian athletes and coaches have become the new “televangelists” of the modern Evangelical movement. But Christianity has also been used to control athletes’ and coaches’ bodies and actions. From Brittney Griner’s inability to be “out” while at Baylor, to LGBTQ+ athletes approached by FCA about their “lifestyle," Christianity has restricted athletes’ and coaches' bodies and actions. Hegemonic Christianity further impacts how athletes and coaches choose to embody their non-athletic identities on and off the field.


	Session 1B: Activism, Sport & Social Movements: Individual to Institutional Perspectives

	Simon Darnell:
 Exploring Sport in/and/as Global Citizenship
	At a time when borders are increasingly challenged and policed, and the politics of citizenship intensify, the idea of global citizenship – meaning an advanced form of cosmopolitanism that transcends national borders – is arguably more relevant than ever. Yet, how to conceptualize, organize and implement a political commitment to human rights across national and regional borders remains a matter of significant debate. Alongside this, in recent years, the geo-political significance and implications of sport have grown, in contexts such as sports mega-events, athlete activism and sport for development and peace.  To date, however, there remains little consideration of the relationships – theoretical, empirical or political – between sport and global citizenship.
 
To address this gap, in this presentation, we discuss theoretical understandings of global citizenship, and reflect on examples from the world of sport that productively complicate existing global citizenship research and thinking. Overall, we argue that sport not only holds and creates possibilities for global citizenship in both theory and practice but may also offer a framework in and through which sport stakeholders can fully enact their political citizenship and activism. In this way, sport offers grounds through which to rethink the politics of cosmopolitanism while expanding the scope of global citizenship studies. We conclude with thoughts for developing a research agenda for future work on this topic.

	James F. (Jay) Byland: 
Outside the Lines: How Moberly junior college basketball players negotiated social and racial norms of Little Dixie on and off the court, 1955-1967
	Moberly, located in the Missouri region known as “Little Dixie,” has deeply rooted practices concerning racial relations and its own history around integration. The Moberly Greyhounds basketball team won back-to-back national championships in 1954 and 1955 as an all-white squad, repeating the feat in 1966 and 1967 as an integrated squad. Examining this era bookended by national championships raised the following questions: What was the economic, political, social and educational environment of Little Dixie and Moberly up through the 1960s; how did African Americans navigate the economic, political, social and educational obstacles during their pursuit to fully participate and exhibit agency within the larger fabric of society; how did Black Greyhounds adjust to the duality of being a Black male and student athlete in a PWI embedded within a white power social structure; and how did the uniform allow them to move between prescribed societal roles? The process to discover those answers revealed how Moberly’s existing power structure used traditional community values in order to maintain hegemony over communities of color and less affluent citizens. While appearing to make large, grand gestures of racial harmony and social acceptance, the community elite simply readjusted the semantics without ever relinquishing their authority. In discovering how those in power chose to represent that readjustment through its media coverage as well as its more visible junior college basketball team, we gain insight into a community that falsely perceived itself as integrated and inclusive.

	Ryan Bagwell:
Protesting in Sports: Media, Colorblind ideology, and Racial Narratives
	The current study analyzes the media discourse surrounding Colin Kaepernick's initial protest of first sitting and then kneeling during the National Anthem and how the discourse shifted after Donald Trump's comments. The study analyzes national and regional newspaper articles in two different time frames: the first month of Kaepernick's initial protest in 2016 and the two weeks after Donald Trump's comment at an Alabama Rally in 2017. The study utilizes media framing in conjunction with Critical Race theory, focusing on how the themes fit into broader racial theory. The study found that the media discourse focused on colorblind ideology manifested by minimizing the message, enforcing patriotic ideology, and united by unity. Secondly, the discourse shifted after Trump's comments decentering Colin Kaepernick and framed the interest convergence of NFL owners and players in opposition to Trump. Lastly, Kaepernick is framed as an athlete activist, precisely how he fits into the historical context of Black athlete activism, his protest and a form of patriotism, and #VeteransforKaepernick. The results of this study provide essential context to how sports functions as an institution that perpetuates dominant and counter-narratives of race, racism, patriotism, and protest.

	Hudson Taylor: 
The Structure of Allyship: Unpacking the Privilege, Risk, and Recognition Matrix
	The word allyship has often been used by social justice movements but the boundaries of its meaning and practice have seldomly been charted. This presentation will seek to present a theoretical framework for the structure of allyship by exploring the intersections of privilege, risk and recognition. If scholars and practioners can better align where ally behavior ends and courtesy begins or how the actual or perceived risk of an ally action impacts the perceived meaningfulness of that action, then a truly intersectional framework for allyship can be developed to benefit all social justice movements. This presentation will explore the foundation of such a project and offer additional areas of exploration.

	Brandon Wallace: 
Towards a Social Movement Theory of Sporting Activism: Colin Kaepernick, Know Your Rights Camp, and Sporting Social Movement Organizations
	With the contemporary resurgence of activism within and beyond sporting institutions, there remains a need for theoretical tools to guide scholarly analysis of the linkages between sport, activism, and social change. In this presentation, I argue that the field of Social Movement Theory (SMT) offers critical sport scholars a valuable and diverse toolkit for conceptualizing sporting activist initiatives. Using the specific framework of Resource Mobilization, I demonstrate the utility of SMT with regard to my research with Know Your Rights Camp (KYRC) for Black Liberation, an initiative led by Colin Kaepernick that uses sport as an entry point for conscientizing Black and Brown youth about police brutality and structural racism. Rather than categorizing KYRC as sporting philanthropy or as a Sport-for-Development initiative, I argue that KYRC embodies the emergence of a new phenomenon: the Sporting Social Movement Organization (SMO), which uses sport to mobilize resources in service of critical pedagogy and radical education. Through this lens, I demonstrate how SMT can lend insight into the mechanics, theoretical potential, and lived realities of Sporting SMOs as they use sport to enact structural transformation at a grassroots community level.

	Session 1C: Applied Sociology

	Fabiana Turelli
Women’s embodied subjectivity in the contested terrain of high-level karate
	In the process of constructing themselves as fighters, karateka women do produce new ways of performing femininities and masculinities in a hard-work process of negotiations, leading to the construction of a particular habitus linked to performativity within the environment. They take part in a contested terrain that mixes several elements often contrasting. In this work, I present factors identified with the women athletes of the Spanish Olympic karate squad affecting their embodied subjectivities. I focus on two topics, authenticity as the real deal to belonging, and a possible gendered habitus struggling with the achievement of the condition of a warrior. I carried out an ethnographic study with the squad supported in autoethnographic elements from the author. Embodied subjectivity as subject construction to replace objectification and forms of othering showed to be a challenge, a complex task, and embedded in contradictions.

	Linda Henderson:
Crossing the Drawbridge from the Ivory Tower to the “Real World:” Two Success Stories in the Public Sociology of Sport.
	As sociologists, we are well aware of the power of the sociological perspective in making sense of the world around us. As sport sociologists, we know the difference we could make if we could just find ways to put those insights into “real world” practice. In this presentation I would like to give an overview of some of the factors I feel represent barriers to public acceptance of sociological knowledge and provide two examples - one from Canadian High-Performance Sport and one from Canadian Professional Sport - where I have been successful as a Public Sport Sociologist.

	Steve Marston:
Wheels Beyond the West: Capital, Cultural Politics, and Professional Cycling’s Emergent Partnership with the Persian Gulf
	In recent years, Persian Gulf nation-states’ involvement in sport – particularly that of Qatar, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Saudi Arabia – has generated significant attention among sport scholars and journalists, and fans. In this paper, I interrogate such involvement in professional cycling. Specifically, I address how/why cycling’s actors (particularly its governing body, the Union Cycliste Internationale, as well as professional teams) are increasingly attracting and embracing capital investment from the Persian Gulf. Partnerships have taken the form of annual races (the UAE Tour, Saudi Tour, etc.), team sponsorships (Team UAE and Bahrain Victorious), and the recent announcement that Abu Dhabi (the UCI’s newest “bike city”) will host the 2028 world championships.
 In this paper’s early stages, I am interested in how these partnerships are positioned within long-term globalization efforts. In the 1980s, cycling actors expanded the sport’s footprint beyond Europe, successfully reaching the Americas and Australia. Yet the “Western,” Euro-centric identity of cycling was largely maintained. More recent developments, though a continuation of the effort to attract global capital, complicate the Euro-centrism of cycling. As reflected by Amnesty International’s call for Saudi Tour riders to voice concerns about civil liberties issues, there is an unease accompanying ties to the Persian Gulf. Thus I will examine the implications, in terms of cycling’s cultural politics, of these linkages with the Middle East.



	Session 1D: Global Sport Perspectives

	Ray Wang: 
Chinese-Canadian Masculinities in Canadian Sport and Culture
	There is a dearth of literature investigating Chinese-Canadian masculinities in relation to Canadian culture and sport. The limited yet important body of work depicts a historical sporting environment reflective of popular opinion: Chinese men as physically inferior intersecting with strong anti-Chinese prejudices more generally. With these perspectives in mind, our project sought to elucidate how Chinese-Canadian men construct contemporary masculinities within Canadian sport and culture. We interviewed nine men between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five who self-identified as Chinese or Chinese-Canadian. We subjected the interview transcripts to thematic analysis and identified several notable themes. In this presentation, we will first discuss general constructions of Chinese-Canadian masculinities in the context of hegemonic masculinities. Second, we examine the role of Canadian culture and how it produces ambivalent sentiments vis-à-vis multicultural masculine constructs. Finally, we focus on Canadian sport and its impact on Chinese-Canadian men, emphasizing how it simultaneously fosters and challenges pre-existing North American masculine norms. We conclude with summative reflections on Chinese-Canadian men within the contemporary Canadian context and offer directions for future research.

	Stacy Goddard:
Inclusive Excellence: Bridging the Generational Gap
	Populations throughout the world are ageing, and the amount of people aged over 65 years is shortly expected to outnumber children under five years old (WHO, 2011). Nearly twelve years after this statistic was shared, arguably the prevalence of older adults being left out of the recreational/sport community remains a struggle. This presentation will explore the impact of the bias and stereotypes that discourage active lifestyles in the older adult population and assess the best ways to encourage older adults to participate. The University campus community is a place where the breakdown of stereotypes through education and interactions between different types of people should occur but due to the age demographics of universities the stereotypes of older adults are typically not addressed. From a designed activity where traditional college-age students interact with older adults both in group and one-on-one settings. We will discuss the results of these observations to provide details about the perceptions of the students and older adults on ways to bridge the generational gap to improve our communities.

	Michael Dao
Understanding Sports utility in Vietnamese National Development and Diplomatic International Relations
	The purpose of this study was to understand how sport is used to promote Vietnamese relations, society and culture around the world. Specifically, we draw on the idea that sport diplomacy and sport for development have a direct relationship as sport diplomacy can enhance peacebuilding and development efforts. In recognizing this connection, these diplomatic initiatives have become not only more prevalent over the past decade, but also more closely investigated. As such, the study focused on the interactions and perspectives of people working in leadership levels of sport-related organizations in Vietnam. Drawing on data from ten semi-structured, analyses highlight how Vietnamese nationals understand and implement sports as a method to promote nationalistic ideals, engender diplomatic international relations and to grow Vietnam’s national image worldwide. Of central importance, is how Vietnamese nationals understand the utilization of sport in diplomatic relations (sports diplomacy) to engage in policy, trade and partnerships with other nations. In discussing this, we reason sport has been used to understand interactions between nation-states, territories and non-state actors across a broad spectrum of global sporting, cultural, economic and political activities.

	Tylo Blackburn: Reconstructing Community-Based Youth Sport Programs
	Youth sport has been found to deliver numerous physical, psychological, social, and intellectual benefits for young people (Eime et al., 2013; Janssen & Le Blanc, 2010). However, these benefits are warranted only if the program is designed and delivered appropriately (Chalip & Hutchinson, 2017). Community sport is where most children are introduced to a structured sport for the first time. Given that a large body of literature supports that less emphasis should be placed on competition aspect of sport in youth sporting context (Begg et al., 1996; Salguero et al., 2003), the elements of fun and peer socialization ought to be the focus of the community-based youth sport programs. However, adult stakeholders, including the parents, coaches, and program directors, are deeply rooted in the long-held belief that a dominant, professional, competitive sport model is the right way to play sport (Phillips & Warner, 2016). Therefore, the purpose of this study is to evaluate the current community-based youth sport programs in the Midwest region and suggest a future direction for scholars and practitioners. Findings from semi-structured interviews with local youth sport program directors, parents, and children will be presented and discussed at the conference.



	Session 1E: Intersectional experiences of Black girls and women in sport

	Emma Calow: 
 "My experiences, whether good or bad, I think made me person who I am": A window into how the varied lived experiences of Black women athletes inform activism engagement
	The challenges that Black women in the U.S. are forced to confront in sport, and in wider society, are widely documented, yet not talked about enough and are insufficiently addressed. These challenges, and successfully overcoming them, can serve as a catalyst for social justice activism engagement. In other words, Black women are positioned as outsiders within and as space invaders; this status is not stagnant, however. This current study presents data collected and analyzed focused on activism by Black women athletes using open and axial coding. One of the major themes that emerged was activism and intersectional identities. The axial code applied was lived experiences in U.S. White patriarchy, including confronting adversity, whiteness, and representation in sport matters. Black women in this study demonstrate their ability to successfully navigate adversity and use these varied experiences moving forward in their sporting/life journeys as activists; Black women athletes, therefore, have a unique vantage point and knowledge in the context of activism and social justice. Ultimately, I argue that the Black women athletes in this study purposefully packaged their intersectional experiences as tools informing their activism engagement. Based on these data, practical future implications are also highlighted to promote inclusion and cultural competence to support Black women activists.

	Emma Ariyo: 
 “You do not belong here!!! You will bring misfortune to our team”: The [de] construction of social identities and cultural appropriateness of African Female Sport Journalists
	The purpose of this study was to extend the frame of our understanding as to how contemporary culture and sport structures contribute to the invisibility of African women in sport journalism. A total of 13 female journalists provided a narrative account on their lived experiences, their roles, their power and their influence in redefining the profession of sport journalism. Journalism occupies a critical juncture in society and serves as an instrument of change in social institutions however, the underrepresentation of women in sport journalism is acute on the African continent. African women sport journalists are marginalized and trivialized when it comes to earning respect and being recognized for their achievements and hard work.
 Despite having significant literature regarding representation and involvement of women in the media, the same cannot be said of the challenges African women journalists face in a male dominated profession. The study findings show that while sporting structures and the evolving traditional / cultural environments have opened doors and been beneficial to African women journalists in a space that otherwise offered limited professional opportunity, these journalists must still confront career related challenges based on gender margins.

	Tamara N. Moten:
Beyond The Mat: Unpacking the identity development of black girl competitive gymnasts through literary practices
	The purpose of this paper session aims to investigate the historical and culturally rooted literacy practices within Black women and girls and their influence on the experiences of Black girl competitive gymnasts and their parents. Employing the Intersectionality Methodology (IM) and Black Girls Literacies Framework (BGLF), the study addresses the following research questions: How do Black girl competitive gymnasts navigate their intersectional identities? How do they employ literacy practices to explore their intersectional experiences? Lastly, what are the intentions, impacts, and support systems of parents enrolling their Black daughters in gymnastics? The study utilized demographic questionnaires, individual semi-structured interviews, and interactive literacy-themed sistah circle focus groups to gain insights from five Black girl competitive gymnasts (BGCG). Additionally, the research examined the parental influence on their daughters' pursuit of gymnastics. The findings highlight the significance of immersive literacy practices that center on the excellence of Black girl competitive gymnasts, fostering self-discovery and empowering individual and collective possibilities in gymnastics and beyond.

	Keisha Branch:
Brittney Griner & the Weaponization of Intersectionality
	Brittney Griner’s 10-month detainment in Russian prison, and her prisoner swap in December 2022, garnered significant media attention. The discourse surrounding her release had sociopolitical undertones, accentuating the inextricable linkage between her marginalized identities and the repercussions of existing as a Black lesbian woman in and outside of U.S. borders. We applied intersectionality and used a bottom-up framing approach to examine oppositional Twitter reactions to BG’s return. The data captured three over-arching themes: a) Woke Politics at the Intersection of Race, Gender, and Queerness, b) Preferential Treatment at the Expense of Whiteness Informed Patriotism, and c) Intersectionality as Political Pandering. Interestingly, oppositional commentary aligned with and was clearly fueled by the current “anti-woke movement”. Although, these individuals claim to disavow caring about identity and its relationship to and with society, they were extremely attentive to the intersections of BG’s identity – Albeit their ill-informed interpretation of intersectionality epistemologies sought to position white men and heterosexuals as the truly oppressed people in the U.S. Our findings underscore that right-wing, conservative “anti-woke” rhetoric has a general awareness of intersectionality, but weaponizes its intended purpose to further marginalize the humanity of historically minoritized people, while repositioning privileged identities as disenfranchised.


	Session 1F: Policy and participation: The politics of inclusion

	Jinsun Yang: 

Localization of Sex Testing: Boycott Affair in South Korean Women’s Soccer
	This paper examines how international discourse on sex testing is localized in South Korea and used as a means of policing athletes’ bodies in local sports leagues. Since the World Athletics and the International Olympic Committee instituted sex testing in the 1950s, it has provoked a persistent debate on its aim, necessity, effects, standards, legitimacy, and practices in public as well as academia. While the majority of feminist sociologists highlight the imperialistic procedure of sex testing which mainly targets athletes of color in female leagues by reinforcing Western norms of femininity and race all over the world, little scholarly attention has been paid to its local effect; how it affects a local sports culture and gender discourse which envision and regulate athletes' bodies in local leagues. Park Eun-Sun, a female soccer star in South Korea, was subjected to sex testing to play in the national female soccer league in 2013. Sex testing has never been officially practiced or legitimized in South Korea's sports history, and the affair brought controversy to the nation. Combining content and textual analysis including 513 news articles, I conducted a discourse analysis of the Park Eun-Sun affair in the South Korean media. Findings demonstrated that international sex testing is localized through patriarchal human rights discourse in South Korea. In this process, Korean athlete’s body is reimagined along with the Western norms of race and femininity by using abstract terms such as hormone level and testosterone level.

	Anne Osborne:
Symbolic Violence Against Women In Policing Transgender and Intersex Female Athletes
	Throughout history we have seen countless examples of institutional policies and practices that enact symbolic violence on women, which then works to support a culture of very real violence against them: anti-trans bathroom laws are one recent example. This paper takes an historical approach to examine how gender-nonconforming female athletes have been weaponized in order to reinforce normative understandings of womanhood, both in and out of sport. Powerful institutions—medicine, sport regulators, and media—tacitly collude to reinforce perceptions of gender-nonconforming athletes as dangerous, thereby justifying policing all female athletes with invasive medical examinations and public scrutiny.  

The year 2021 marked a watershed in rising tension in women’s sports centered on gender and sex that worked to re-define boundaries in and for women’s sports and who controls access to them through definitions and discourse. Exclusionary language and policies expelled intersex athletes from the 2021 Olympics and targeted Lia Thomas as a transgender collegiate swimmer. But 2021 was by no means the first time gender-nonconforming athletes have been attacked. By looking at the repetition of discourses about gender-conforming athletes over nearly 100 years of women’s participation of sport, we are able to consider sport institutions’ role in creating a culture of gender violence.

	Kostas Koutsioumpas: 

A fighting chance: Youth Sports Participation in Urban Cities and the Human Right to Sport
	The value of sport and physical activity as a human right in and of itself has been long recognized in several international human rights instruments, as well as, by intergovernmental organizations such as UNESCO.  However, despite substantial literature on sports and sociological accounts from early as the late 1960s, human rights and sports have received little explicit attention. A contextual analysis of sport as a human right is absent, or at best, largely unexplored from the empirical examination of sports scholars.  In this paper, I explore sports youth participation through a human rights lens. 
 Based on a multi-sited ethnography in the core neighborhoods of the city of Boston, this paper examines the experiences of youth in sports through a human rights lens.  More specifically, I look at sites of youth sports participation such as community centers, schools, and non-profit organizations, to analyze how youth access and take part in athletic activities as a human right. I draw on firsthand research, interviews, community mapping, international human rights law, media and policy reports to explore how institutional policies and practices shaped youth’s access to and engagement with sports.

	Anna Posbergh:
Contending with Compromise: Examining “Consensus” in RED-S Knowledge Production
	Policies to “protect” athletes, particularly women, are derived from contextual and unstable entanglements between sociocultural and biological considerations. One such under-examined area is that of RED-S, which is a syndrome that occurs due to low energy availability, and is influenced by environmental and societal factors. In response, sport organizations such as the International Olympic Committee (IOC) have generated consensus statements to help prevent, identify, and treat detrimental conditions and situations. However, developing “consensus” for these documents (and other policies based in “protection”) remains a contentious issue given the heterogeneous number of experts, organizations, and type(s) of knowledge involved. To that point, there is limited research interrogating the process of creating “consensus” in policies and guidelines, especially for complex topics such as RED-S. In this presentation, we look to address this gap by analyzing the IOC’s multiple consensus statements on RED-S and interviews with five “experts” involved with developing the statements to understand how “consensus” manifests in the documents, focusing especially on (potential) incongruences between text/participant(s) and amongst participants. We find that document texts often present a simplified version of expert knowledge(s), both in terms of the problem(s) presented and corresponding solution(s).


	Session 1G: Social Connections Through Play: Back to Basics

	Kun Wang:
“Becoming/Being and Deleuzian Time/Space”: Social Connections, Renegotiation of Identity, and Volleyball
	This autoethnography explores how my volleyball-playing memories affect my social connection formations and identity renegotiations as a first-year Chinese-international student in America. Drawing from Deleuze and Guattari’s multiplicities of time/space, I analyze how volleyball-related memories, in retrospection, have contributed to the multiple flows of becoming and shaping my current “being”. Firstly, this article recounts my beach volleyball experience with FSU American students, reflecting on how my body was disciplined as a college volleyball player. The skills acquired during that time enabled me to forge connections with my present teammates. Then, I dive into my wallyball experience with FSU Indian postgraduate students and examine how social connection skills acquired via volleyball in my postgraduate days transferred here, swirling memories and present and rendering physical space traverse in mental space. Lastly, I recount my involvement in grass volleyball with American Christians as an “insider”, examining how memories opened new possibilities for transformation, influencing who I am today. Based upon the spatio-temporal configuration of duration, it offers insights into how social connection formations and the becoming of identity can be intricately negotiated by emerging nomadic sports-related memories across differentiated moments, places, and cultural groups, highlighting nuanced/ multi-layered interplay under heterogeneous/ cross-cultural volleyball-related interactions.

	Beth Cavalier: 
 “Relax, it’s just Bocce…” Reflections on Competition and Teamwork in an Urban Bocce League
	Bocce is one of the oldest recorded sports in the world.   In the early 1900s, rising European immigration brought the sport to North America.  Today, according to the United States Bocce Federation, there are over one million bocce players in the United States.  In the last few decades, there has been an explosion in the popularity of bocce in metropolitan areas, with both independent leagues and a growing national league (Major League Bocce).   In an exploratory study, I use participant observation to examine the rising popularity of bocce in a large, southeastern city.  In particular, I focus on team dynamics among long-time players in this league, noting particularly the racial, class, and gender dynamics within individual teams.  Finally, I examine the ethos of this league, noting that players and teams who take the competition “too seriously” are ostracized by others in the league.  Future implications of recreational sport are examined.

	Emily Nothnagle:
Mixing it Up: Variations on Rock, Paper, Scissors for Social Connections
	Extreme Rock, Paper, Scissors | 10min 
Pair people up into partners. Everyone will play a round of Rock, Paper, Scissors with their partner at the same time (Rock beats Scissors, Paper beats Rock, Scissors beat Paper). The losing partner will follow the winner and cheer for them as they compete against another person. This pattern will continue until there are only two people left. These two will compete with everyone else cheering for them.
 
Hula Hoop Rock, Paper, Scissors | 15min
 Lay 9 hula hoops on the floor in a large half-circle or line. Split the class into two groups. Each group will line up at the last hula hoop on either end of the line. One at a time, the two teams will run toward each other by stepping in each hula hoop. When they meet in the middle of the line, they will play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The loser of Rock, Paper, Scissors will run to the end of their team’s line while the winner continues down the line of hula hoops to meet the next person. Making it successfully the whole way across the line and reaching the other team’s side of the line earns one point.


	Session 2A: Many Names, Same Problem: Patriarchy, Gender-Based Violence, and Sport – VIRTUAL

	Elizabeth Hertzler-McCain:
Trauma-Informed Collegiate Sports Coaching and LGBTQ+ Athletes – VIRTUAL
	Building upon trauma-informed coaching approaches used with youth, the present study investigated trauma prevalence in athletes, and coaches’ and athletes’ openness towards trauma-informed coaching at two, Division III, small, liberal arts colleges. Results indicated that 52.7% of athletes experienced at least one potentially traumatic event. The most commonly experienced trauma was unwanted sexual contact, experienced by 26.3% of athletes. LGBTQ+ (encompassing both gender and sexuality identities) athletes experienced unwanted sexual contact at a rate over 2.5 times greater than their non-LGBTQ+ peers. Yet only 1 athlete experienced sexual abuse within a sports setting, indicating that experiencing unwanted sexual contact is likely more connected to LGBTQ+ identity than athlete identity. Athletes and coaches welcomed trauma-informed coaching techniques with over 75%  of athletes reporting that 8/10 trauma-informed coaching techniques were already implemented or desired for implementation on their teams, and  88.8% of coaches agreeing or strongly agreeing with 8/10 techniques. Findings support that trauma-informed coaching is necessary and desired in college sports. Implementation of trauma-informed coaching into collegiate athletics could increase accessibility and enjoyment of sport for all trauma-affected athletes, especially LGBTQ+ athletes who experience higher rates of sexual abuse.

	Lilah Drafts-Johnson:
A Healthy Relationship? The Entanglement of Corporate, State, and Labor Interests in Gender-Based Violence Sport Policies
	Gender-based violence (GBV) within professional sports made headlines in 2014 following the Ray Rice domestic violence incident, prompting a Congressional hearing with the four major men’s sports leagues in the United States. This hearing resulted in the implementation of several sport industry-wide policies addressing domestic violence and sexual assault, introducing new extra-legal sanctions and educational requirements for players and staff, as well as crisis and support services. Drawing upon the findings of a thematic analysis of Senate Hearing 113-725: Addressing Domestic Violence in Professional Sports, this paper explores the dominant discourses at play between senators, league officials, and player association representatives in order to understand what motivations, assumptions, and tensions underpinned the creation of these policies. More broadly, this project seeks to explicate how these nascent policies in sport relate to larger national discourses around worker rights and collective bargaining, the impact of neoliberal intervention models on GBV work, and the incorporation of feminist values into state and corporate institutions. To quote Stuart Hall, understanding how these policies arrived, what they contribute, and whose interests they serve is necessary “in order that we might understand how we might do something” about the gendered violence that continues to impact millions of people each year.

	Stefanie Heinrich:
Exercising gender: Contextualizing gender in American sport through the lens of hegemonic Christianity
	This theoretical paper explores hegemonic Christianity in American sport as it sustains standards of hegemonic femininity and heteropatriarchy. Women athletes have always existed in a contested space and women’s participation in sport has been perceived as a threat to sports’ initial purpose of upholding hegemonic masculinity. Even as women’s participation in sport has become common place, there are still expectations on women athletes to perform a “correct” feminine ideal that is defined by hegemonic Christianity. Drawing on the prolific body of scholarship that examines the contested space of women in sports, this paper argues that sport did not develop its strict sex-segregation in a vacuum. Therefore, I contextualize gender in sport through the historical lens of “Muscular Christianity’s” hegemonic Christian masculinity, and modern Christian sport organizations like Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ (FCA) biblical gender and anti-homosexuality theological stances. Complicating how sport furthers hegemonic gender ideologies is timely relevant as one can draw ties between the Evangelical Christian backed attacks on the rights of transgender folks, and ways trans athletes are labeled as “threats” to women’s sports. More factually, trans athletes present a “threat” to hegemonic Christianity's and Muscular Christianity’s hold on gender as perpetuated through the avenue of sport.

	Jen McGovern:
Does Pink Give Girls Permission to Play Sport? A Survey of Adult Perceptions of Kid’s Toys
	Before children complete in organized sports, they are introduced to physical activity through a wide range of sport-related toys.  Athletic action figures encourage dramatic play while miniature equipment sets foster gross motor skill development. Play is also a key site for gender socialization whereby children learn to associate some activities as gender-appropriate and begin to see other activities as unacceptable. Children’s play with sport toys, and thus their gendered-impressions of such toys, are influenced by adults who provide those playthings. As part of a larger study about gender perceptions of toys, we asked adult participants (n=530) to rank the gender appropriateness of 120 sport toys.  Our goal was to examine adults’ perceptions of these toys and to test how those assessments were influenced by sport type, toy type, and toy color. Half of the sample viewed the toys in full color while the other participants viewed grayscale image of the same photos. While the majority of sport toys were deemed as more appropriate for boys, most dolls and all toys associated with aesthetic sports such as gymnastics were rated as feminine. Pink toys, while mostly associated with girls, retained masculine ratings when linked with aggressive, physical sports such as boxing. These data suggest that sports are still viewed as a masculine domain. Even implicit labels such as color cannot usurp deeply gendered narratives about the hardest hitting sports.



	Session 2B: Disability and the Sociological Study of Sport: An Open Invitation

	Fred Ariel Hernandez:

Exploring Coach Perspectives on Inclusion of Athletes with Disabilities in School Sports Amidst Changing Demographics
	This presentation delves into the perspectives of coaches and teachers working with athletes with disabilities in an integrated public high school setting. It draws from a larger project investigating air pollution and environmental hazards in school-based sports in the Greater Los Angeles area. The study employs ethnographic methods, including observations during practice sessions, recorded interviews, and informal discussions, to gain insights into the experiences of head coaches of American football, boys basketball, and track & field. These coaches also hold roles as Special Education teachers, providing valuable perspectives on sports, inclusion, competition versus education, building a team atmosphere, and effectively integrating gym-based physical education with classroom learning. I also comment upon the interaction between air pollution and high school athletics as it pertains to athletes with disabilities and their sports experiences.
 
The high school, situated in a primarily Latino community where a majority receives free lunch, faces shifting demographics with a decline in student enrollment, accompanied by an increase in students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and those covered under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). By carefully examining these perspectives, this research significantly contributes to the theoretical and methodological exploration of disability and sport, underscoring the vital importance of an intersectional lens in examining access to and experiences of underrepresented groups in sports.

	Jason Scott:
 Physical Self-Description and Sport Enjoyment Among Youth Wheelchair Basketball Players: A Pilot Study
	Sport participation, specifically adaptive sport is one strategy to engage youth with disabilities to receive regular physical activity, improve health outcomes, develop social relationships, and most importantly have fun. The purpose of this pilot study was to utilize the Health through Sport Model as a theoretical framework to determine the effects of wheelchair basketball participation on the physical self-perception and sport enjoyment among young athletes with disabilities. The Health through Sport Model is based on the Social Ecological Model which focuses on the individual’s interaction with external factors to drive health decisions and how behaviors are affected by the social environment. 

Youth athletes in the National Wheelchair Basketball Association responded to the Physical Self-Description Questionnaire Short Form (PDSQ-S) to assess perceptions of perceived health and physical status. The PSDQ-S is a 40-question instrument that assesses 11 categories of physical self-perception such as strength, body fat, endurance, coordination, and self-esteem.  Results across the 11 categories showed participants had a positive view of self and enjoyed sport participation. The benefits of wheelchair basketball for youth with disabilities were positive and the PSDQ-S may be a useful tool to use to study the physical self-concept of youth athletes with disabilities.

	Junbin Yang:
Muddying the Waters of Disability and Sport Studies: Normalcy, Invisible Disabilities, and Physical Cultural Studies
	This presentation primarily explores the concept of invisible disabilities and normalized assumptions behind he term by focusing on three case studies. Invisible disabilities usually refer to subtle forms of disabilities that are not immediately apparent, such as those related to unseen mental health issues. However, I contend that an excessive spotlight on evidence-based programs, policies, and practices can create overlooked groups of disabled individuals who cannot be included in these strictly quantitative standards for government assistance. Additionally, the Olympic and Paralympic events also trigger the creation of invisible disabilities by promoting their fixed criteria of “prototypical human being.” In order to be fully recognized, athletes should be seen as either purely humans or as cyborgs with technological support. Thus, invisible disabilities persist in these particular contexts mainly originated from “normalized transhumanism.” Lastly, while highlighting ongoing subway protests in South Korea for disabled people's mobility rights and invoking the idea of the “banopticon,” invisible disabilities can stem from the unequal power dynamics between the majority and minority populations. Resultantly, I argue that the “physical culturalization” of disability sport studies is necessary as the first step to more critically understand its complexity by moving beyond the temptations of simplification.

	Michael Cottingham:
Performance enhancement in non-elite wheelchair rugby players: Weekend warriors taking big risks.
	Autonomic Dysreflexia (AD) causes a dangerous spike in blood pressure. Scholars have known for quite a while that athletes with disabilities may engage in “boosting,” or intentionally triggering autonomic dysreflexia for performance enhancement (Blauwet et al., 2013This is considered performance enhancing and cheating by the International Paralympic Association.
In total, 75 athletes who experienced AD participated in the study. The vast majority (89.3%) knew of boosting, but only 16% actually engaged in boosting. Those who boosted overwhelmingly believed it was common or very common (83.3%). Most participants (83.3%) believed that boosting was somewhat or very dangerous. Of those who did not boost, almost 40% would at least sometimes experience AD when training or competing. Almost 60% of these participants thought boosting was common, and 65% believed boosting was somewhat or very dangerous. More specific data will be presented as we elaborate on perceptions of accidental AD, manifestations, and demographic considerations.


	Session 2C: Contemporary Sport and Neoliberalism

	Sean Burke:
Nationalism, National Identity, and Anti-Russian Rhetoric: Canadian media coverage of Russian hockey players in the post-cold war era
	The NHL's influence from post-Soviet/Russian players has left a mark on the sport. Hockey's connection to Canadian national identity is portrayed in popular media (e.g., Hockey Night in Canada on CBC) and brands (Tim Hortons; Labatt, Molson). Of interest to me, is how possible Cold War narratives could be found in Canadian media coverage of post-Soviet/Russian hockey players who play in the NHL.
 Prior research suggests discrimination against Russian players like Alexander Ovechkin, due to Cold War narratives persisting from historical events like the 1972 Summit Series. This bias persists, further straining Canada-Russia relations. 
I aim to investigate this issue through a qualitative content analysis of Canadian print media coverage of Sergei Makarov (1989-1997), Evgeni Malkin (2006-present), and Nikita Kucherov (2013-present) )—all whom starred in different eras over the last 33 years as examples of players from different NHL eras over the last 33 years. The selected newspapers are The Toronto Star, The Montreal Gazette, and The Calgary Herald. These Newspapers were chosen due to their high circulation numbers and general positive reputation in Canada. Through this analysis, I aim to pinpoint trends and themes as it relates to the question of anti-Russian bias in Canadian regional (sport) media.

	Kirsten Hextrum:
Neoliberalism and Interscholastic Athletics Participation: Habitus, Parenting, Social Class, and the Institutionalized Cultural Capital of School Sports
	Neoliberal policies have eroded subsidies for youth sport. Consequently, the costs to play sports have been increasingly individualized—passed onto players and their families. This presentation considers the impact of neoliberalism and its relevance for the influence of social class on high school sport opportunities. Employing an exploratory sequential mixed-methods design, we explore how SES advantages youth in pursuing school-sponsored sports and obtaining institutionalized cultural capital. Qualitative interviews (N=47) with college athletes delineate an SES-linked habitus arising through immersion in families, schools, and communities that valued and invested in sports; offered competitive training curricula; and facilitated adaptation and persistence, all of which optimized institutionalized cultural capital acquisition. Next, we tested these patterns through quantitative methods among a national cohort of high school students from the Educational Longitudinal Study (N = 8,914). As expected, school-level SES, number of school-sponsored sports, and family SES predicted the likelihood of playing high school sports, playing multiple sports, persisting in school sports, and standing out as a participant. Together, findings suggest that higher SES enables individuals to weather neoliberal cuts to sports. Higher SES directs and enables sports investments, superior sports-related experiences, and the conversion of SES into institutionalized cultural capital via school sports participation.

	Emilio Weber:
Red Bull’s Wings: Advancing Neoliberalism Through Cities and the Production of Space
	Neoliberalism, our dominant political-economic order, impacts sports, events, and in turn the spaces they take place in. Examining the drink and sports mega-company Red Bull (RB), and two events as empirical sites, important understandings are revealed of how private interests activate sport and shape environments. I conduct field research at two RB mid-sized events in Boston, MA and Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. The urban context is important as neoliberal economics push localities to invest in sport and events, reproducing space and changing our collective use and experience of these places. Pulling from an interdisciplinary range of literature, I aim to demonstrate how the company uses sports, events, marketing, and the reshaping of space to further their economic interests. RB has accelerated these neoliberal processes with their wide-ranging investment in sports, epitomizing the continued commodification and financialization of our economy. Their brand and the marketing associated with an event become supercedent to any other consideration. The locale of the event, or the impressive athletes, are secondary to the brand and oriented towards neoliberal goals of profit. Explicating how sport is used to channel neoliberalism, exert influence, and reproduce space for profit is important to understand as we work to build better futures.

	Synthia Sydnor:
Sport to be
	The research unframes sport from neoliberalism and current local, corporate, and global policies and initiatives; allowing a “sport to be” that perhaps frees future sport iterations from constraints of sport’s current definitions/cognitive categories.  

Founded upon thinkers (e.g., Bruno Latour, Raymond Williams, Victor Turner, Richard Schechter, David Sansone, Norbert Elias, C.L.R. James, Brian Boyd, Gregory Bateson) who understand that human actions can be recognized as “polytemporal”, semiotic/ “ritual sacrifice of human physical energy”, universal, ritualistic “restored behavior”, the presentation rethinks the nature of sport not as inherently competitive or modern, but as a residual of earlier (7 million to 10,000 years before the common era) communal cultural processes. The presentation argues that if sport is such a residual, then at stake is an altering of the natures/phenomenology and futures of sport.

	Session 2D: Critical Approaches to Allyship in Sport

	Mandy Barefoot:
Assessing Allyship in Sport Management Academia
	LGBTQ allyship is crucial for sport management professors in US-based institutions to create inclusive learning environments, prepare students for work in the politicized sport industry, serve as role models, drive research, and fulfill a perceived social responsibility to promote equality and inclusivity in sport.  However, the current increasingly anti-LGBTQ+ political climate in the US may impact allyship behaviors from members of dominant social groups.  Since transgender athlete participation has been a focal point of the larger anti-LGBTQ+ political shift, sport management professors and researchers may be uniquely positioned to influence a broader societal conversation about LGBTQ+ inclusion.  The purpose of the current study is to assess the prevalence of self-perceived LGBTQ+ allyship among the sport management professoriate.  Through the lens of social cognitive theory, this study additionally seeks to explore what demographic factors or experiences may predict self-perceived allyship identities within sport management academia.  This work in progress adopts a quantitative survey methodology.  However, given its exploratory nature, the study is guided by the following research questions in lieu of presenting a set of hypotheses:
 RQ1:  How prevalent is LGBT allyship in sport management academia?
 RQ2:  What demographic factors predict LGBT allyship in sport management academia?

	Dawn Trussell:
Out of their league: The biography and storytelling of three members of a sport anti-Black racism task force.
	In the spring of 2020, our research team was invited to join a Black Lives Matters (BLM) task force which was established within a sport governing board, compelled to address racial disparities within their region. The BLM task force was comprised of five members who identified as Black and two as white. We spent sixteen months gathering field observations and interviewed three task force members. Analyzed through a critical feminist lens and informed by Black feminist thought (Schmidt et al., 2023), we use evocative inquiry (Mulcahy, 2015) and storytelling as a form of creative analytic practice. Key findings point to racial identities and social relationships that ultimately contributed to the failed efforts to enact positive social change within a social justice (BLM) task force. In our presentation, we will highlight three stories showcasing the fatigue of racism (Mel’s [Black woman] experience of racial battle fatigue), the perpetuation of racial inequities (Jimmy’s [Black man] code switching to stay relevant), and performative allyship (Linda’s [white woman] maintenance of the white supremacist consciousness and the harm of performative allyship). This research answers the call of Jolly et al. (2021) who challenge members to be critically reflexive in their engagement and definition of allyship.

	Leila Riley:
The Impact of Men Mentoring Women on Gender Allyship in Professional Sport
	Sport feminism often situates men as barriers to more equitable representation of women in sport leadership, however utilizing a gender allyship viewpoint can position men as part of the solution. Allyship and mentoring have many parallels and overlaps, such as the sharing information about organizational politics or the sponsorship of individuals. Given that women seeking mentoring in sport are more likely to be mentored by men, mentoring offers a great potential for gender allyship to develop.  Therefore, this study sought to take a critical lens to the impact of  mentorship on gender allyship men mentoring women (MmW) relationships in professional sport settings and how gender allyship can manifest in MmW relationships. 
Narrative interviews were used to collect stories of MmW relationships in the professional sport settings. Stories underwent critical narrative analysis in order to capture the multiple layers and common themes of participant experiences using both deductive and inductive approaches.  Results are discussed in relation to the mentoring literature and allyship in the context of professional sport. Theoretical and empirical implications are presented along with practical strategies for both men and women to improve allyship in mentoring relationships and impact women career trajectories in sport settings.


	Session 2E: The Sociology of Sports Coaching

	Clayton Kuklick:
Post-Structural Pedagogy in Coach Education Strikes Back: The good, the bad, and the ugly
	Research on knowledge production has demonstrated the influences of capitalistic agendas on education for the purposes of facilitating an efficient society. Knowledge is thus driven by profit and generated from objective, singular truth, and generalizable research. Scholars have exposed how this knowledge, delivered in higher education coaching education programs, can lack context, be fallible, and have invisible consequences. To address these issues, post-structural pedagogies that expose multiple, subjective, and context-contingent truths have shown to disrupt the unintended consequences and lack of applicability of the singular truth logic. Existing research in coach education has explored what post-structural coaching education strategies might entail (i.e., skepticism of metanarratives, knowledge as a social construction, self as ever-evolving) and intend to help coaches understand multiple realities, subjective truths, and how power is relational. Given that these post-structural pedagogies greatly contrast existing teaching strategies geared towards singular truth knowledge foundations, this research explores the influences of post-structural pedagogies on coach learners. Our findings demonstrated a wide spectrum of responses, described as prickles, rejections, docile confusion, curiosity, triumph, and “oh my, what have we created.” The discussion provides implications on the philosophy of education, research, and the practical application of post-structural pedagogies.

	Joseph Mills:
What does the body machine do? A Foucauldian discourse analysis of endurance running coaching
	There have never been more knowledge, science and technologies helping endurance running coaches produce faster athletes. Yet athletes are no faster than they were before sport science significantly developed. Post-structuralism is a theoretical framework founded on the skepticism and deeper exploration of meta-narratives such as, science as progressive (Markula & Silk, 2011). The post-structural scholar whose work has most impacted sports coaching is Michel Foucault. Foucault was a historian of the body and of power, who used theoretical concepts of knowledge and discourse to reveal any limits or problems in knowledge. To this point, these theoretical concepts have been used in general ways to reveal dominant and marginalized discourses, and any associated problems (e.g., Denison, 2010; Konoval et al., 2019; Mills et al., 2020). Following, as closely as possible, Foucault’s discursive method, I analyzed six of the most popular endurance running coaching textbooks to show how the endurance running body can only be articulated as a machine, which I argue inherently limit coaches’ knowledge and practices holding athletes back.

	Joel Cormier:
Hired to Win: Coach-Teacher Role Conflict
	Many individuals may find entry into teaching positions by being able to fulfill the requirement to coach a sport. While many coaches may see themselves more as teachers than as coaches, there are many factors that may present conflict. Work-life balance, multiple demands, and role conflict are all present as a coach balances dual roles and identities. This dual-role conflict emerges further when an individual experiences time conflicts, differing role expectations, and differing rewards and accountability that often favor the coaching role. Due to the incompatibility of the roles, these individuals often may be forced to choose one role to focus their efforts, while the other role receives less attention. 
This exploratory study will focus on high school coaches who have the dual role of teaching. The study of role conflict had a prior history in the literature in the early 2000s. Ryan's (2008) Teacher/Coach Role Conflict Scale will be used to gather data from a State in the Midwest United States along with some qualitative methods. The purpose of this presentation is also to offer some potential suggestions on preparing future professionals to manage the teacher-coach role conflict.


	Session 2F: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	E. Newton Jackson:

Emotional Intelligence as a marker of success on and off the field, court, or track
	Several studies focus on substance using behaviors among college athletes. Little research exists that explores emotional intelligence and its relationship with substance use among African American college students and its impact on persistence,  graduation rates and success on the field, court, or track. This study examined the role of emotional intelligence as a contributing factor for athletes who engage in substance using behaviors. The researchers employed a cross-sectional analysis of responses to a sampling of national substance use assessment questions and an emotional intelligence inventory. 100 athletes at a Midwestern Catholic university participated in the study. This research has resulted in a better understanding of the association between emotional intelligence and attitudes that drive substance using behaviors and life choices beyond participation in intercollegiate athletics.

	Chris Corr:
Factors Influencing Power-5 Football Recruiting Responsibilities: The Intersection of Race, Role, and Geography
	Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) football success (i.e., winning) is predicated on the ability to successfully recruit prospective athletes. Reflective of National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) rules and regulations, assistant (i.e., position) coaches are relied upon to secure the enrollment of prospective athletes. Extant literature has established that Black position coaches are tasked with greater recruiting responsibilities than their White counterparts. Such tasking is indicative of a structural barrier limiting Black coaches’ opportunities for professional advancement. The present study sought to examine recruiting responsibilities among position coaches relative the demography of unique geographic areas they were assigned to recruit. Findings illustrate disproportionate responsibilities among racially dissimilar coaches.
 
Given the value of recruiting – ever-increasing with the transfer portal and name, image, and likeness (NIL) – we believe that this research will be informative and well received by future scholars studying coaching hiring in the college football coaching profession. To our knowledge, no study has examined the role of coaches’ demography and recruiting ability in Power-5 football. Accordingly, we believe this manuscript makes an important practical and theoretical advancement in the field and will be well received by NASSS Conference attendees.

	Daniel Springer:

Athlete-Student-Influencer: How NIL Further Complicates Applications of Role Theory
	The revered tradition of amateurism was recently transformed due to legal and legislative challenges initiated by name, image, and likeness. In contrast to the traditional NCAA model, college athletes now can capitalize on their fame by adopting an influencer role. This new role introduces significant conceptual and theoretical shifts in athlete–student role theory, potentially instigating conflicts with existing 'athlete' and 'student' roles and adding another layer of complexity within collegiate sports. Additionally, the uncertainty surrounding institutional support for this new role heightens these challenges. Ideally, achieving harmony between the athlete, student, and influencer roles can produce significant gains in each area, including academic performance, athletic achievement, and monetary gain. However, if balance is not achieved, athletes may face multifaceted consequences, including overemphasizing monetary benefits at the cost of academic and athletic pursuits, increasing time scarcity, or even detrimental effects on mental health and physical development. Therefore, these emerging complexities necessitate comprehensive research, policy development, and institutional strategies to ensure athletes' well-being and success in this rapidly evolving landscape.

	Ethan Madden:
“The game was ruined for me there:” Examining the mental health byproducts of the Transfer Portal and NIL among student-athletes
	Two rule changes have brought seismic changes to the landscape of collegiate sports in the  United States—the right for student athletes to monetize their Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL),  and the Transfer Portal for athletes looking to switch schools. Through qualitative interviews
 with 16 Old Dominion University (ODU) student athletes, this study sought to analyze the  mental health byproducts of these new athlete opportunities. The interviews yield valuable  insight, such as a hesitancy for athletes to participate in NIL due to a lack of guidance. The study
 also found that student athletes believe entering the Transfer Portal to be a highly stressful  experience, comparing the process to being recruited out of high school. These same study  subjects ultimately found that the accessibility of the Transfer Portal helps students leave  situations that are negatively impacting their negative health faster and easier than before. These  findings are important because the mental health of student athletes is vital, as they are a highly  at-risk demographic of college students for mental health issues. It&#39;s also crucial to have students&#39;  firsthand perspective, to help on-campus staff and administrators have a better understanding of what is needed to give collegiate athletes the best possible experience to learn and develop as  students and citizens.


	Session 2G: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Courtney Beck:
 “For me, sport was like my mentor”: Critical perspectives on women student-athlete leadership and mentorship opportunities
	Given the heightened focus on women’s athletic participation, its commercial benefits (see, e.g., increasing media coverage, attendance figures, Name-Image-Likeness (NIL) agreements with collegiate athletes, and so forth), and a trend toward highlighting the promotion of women leaders in the workforce more generally, it is critical to take a step back and explore the preparation and development of leadership skills that female student-athletes are receiving during their collegiate career. To do so, I interviewed current Division I women student-athletes on leadership and mentorship experiences (both formal, as in programs offered by the university, or informal, as informal relationships with teammates, coaches, and friends) they experienced during their collegiate careers. I also interviewed former, graduated Division I women student-athletes to understand how their previous collegiate experiences aligned with the lived realties of their current professional job/career. Using reflexive thematic analysis (see Braun & Clarke, 2023), my findings revealed several key themes organizing their respective understandings of mentorship and leadership, including some that directly challenged the prevailing wisdom deployed by athletic departments and student-athlete academic services professionals.

	Molly Harry: 
Because if it Happens it’s My Fault”: Women College Athletes’ Perceptions and Understanding of the Dobbs Decision
	In 2022, the United States Supreme Court used Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization to overturn 50 years of precedent providing women the right to an abortion. And despite increasing attention given to this case and its influence on women’s healthcare, one area remains under-examined: college athletics. Even the NCAA has remained largely silent on this social issue. Thus, the responsibility to explore this area of research falls to sport management and legal scholars as abortion rights—or lack thereof—affect the experiences of women athletes. Through a feminist jurisprudence lens, we interviewed 13 women athletes at one institution about their opinions on abortion rights, perceptions of the Dobbs decision, and the decision’s influence on their on their time and experiences in college. Findings revealed most participants were classified as anti-feminist as they self-identified as anti-abortion, favored the Dobbs ruling, and did not see how the decision influenced their experiences as an athlete. A key scholarly implication from this study includes bridging the literary gap in the reproductive rights and athletics nexus. An important practical implication includes strengthening the field’s understanding of women athletes’ perceptions on emerging social justice issues and the influence of these issues on their lives.

	Alex Gang:
 Consolidation of social capital in women’s college athletics: The implication of culture, space, and identity on developing social capital at a senior military college
	Previous research in sport sociology and management demonstrated the propensity of sport participation to generate positive social capital, wherein interpersonal interaction with others within sport would facilitate prosocial outcomes beneficial to the individuals as well as for the society (e.g., Gang et al., 2022; Putnam, 1990). While the prosocial nature of sport participation is attested in numerous studies, less is known about the underpinning conditions conducive to developing social capital. This is crucial as sport participation varies according to context and is established upon various social and cultural foundations. 

Reflecting on the gap in research, this study invited female cadet-athletes at a senior military college to investigate conditions critical to developing both positive and negative social capital. Critical ethnography was used to investigate the cultural ambiance (Carspecken, 1996) within women’s collegiate sport and gather dialogical data from 20 female cadet-athletes for further analysis. 

The preliminary analysis indicates that social capital is largely consolidated (bonding) around the team due to cultural dynamics hostile to females and cadet-athletes. Such barriers that are deeply ingrained in institutional culture limit their ability to expand their social network (bridging) despite the availability of socializing opportunities outside of their sport and discourage a healthy dialectic process.


	Session 3A: Sporting Diaspora: The Quest for Belonging – VIRTUAL

	Jihoon Choi:
Exploring the Diasporic Journey of Korean Women Golfers – VIRTUAL
	The purpose of this study is to explore the cultural identity and family relations of Korean women professional golfers from a diasporic perspective. Over the past decade, Korean women golfers have emerged as a metaphoric diaspora, firmly belonging to the traditional Korean family structure while simultaneously making a significant impact on the global golf landscape. However, within this diasporic context, Korean women golfers encounter diverse cultural norms and values in the host countries where they compete, leading to their cultural identity struggles that can influence their family relations while navigating their Korean heritage and the cultural influence of international environments. Drawing upon critical discourse analysis (Fairclough, 2006), this study examines how Korean media represented the complexities of cultural identity and family relations of Korean women golfers from 2010 to 2023, and how the women golfers express themselves and harmonize their identities. Through preliminary findings, media coverage of Korean women golfers highlighted their strong family bonds as a key motivation for their engagement as diasporic golfers. Discourse production on family bonds, stemming from the cultural background of ‘filial piety’ in Korea, generates a persistent power structure through media, influencing the identities and family relations of Korean women golfers.

	Yiming Chen:
Recreational Skiers, Skilled Workers, and Classed Bodies: Reflecting Asian Diasporas’ Leisure Experience through Embodied Research Acts
	Recently, there has been growing scholarly interest in elite level athletes embodying hybrid identities from non-Western backgrounds, notably among emerging economies and East Asian cultural contexts. At the less competitive mass level, researchers accentuate the transnational participants’ marginalized and other(ed) statuses in relation to class identity, generational differences, and flexible citizenship. With an integrated focus on the Asian immigrants’ sporting experience in the West, we interrogate the subjective, reflective, and embodied recreational sporting experience that is mutually constitutive of the identities of recreational skiers, skilled workers, and the Asian diaspora in the US.
 
Based on this embodied ethnography that highlights the active role of the researchers’ bodies in co-producing the multifarious cultural physicalities being examined, we reveal the tension between skill-based neoliberal individualism and class-based leisure taste associated with skiing as we interact with various “reflective surfaces” in the field. We also discuss potential theoretical development in examining leisure “bodies” by contemplating the significance of the insider-outsider continuum and the embodied-ethnographic self.

	Seonghun Lee:

The Meaning of The Korean American National Sports Festival for Diasporic Koreans
	This study explores the effects of the Korean American National Sports Festival (KANSF) on the diasporic Korean community. KANSF is a biennial mass-participation ethnic sporting event that brings together Korean Americans and their families. The KANSF’s inaugural event occurred in 1981, and Korean American communities have continued the event ever since. Recently, the 22nd KANSF occurred in June 2023 on Long Island, New York. The event gathered approximately 3300 participants from different states, competing in 20 sports over three days. Numerous studies have explored the economic, social/cultural, and physical/psychological benefits of mass-participation sporting events, such as marathons and cycling, on participants and host communities. However, ethnic mass-participation sporting events have rarely been examined regarding how they affect ethnic groups and host ethnic communities. This calls for a systematic approach to understanding ethnic sporting events and their participants. Therefore, we qualitatively explore the meaning of the KANSF within the Korean immigrant community in New York. The study interviews individuals who actively participated in the festival, including athletes, volunteers, and staff members. Also, the study employs an observation technique for data collection. This phenomenological approach examines how the KANSF influences diasporic Koreans' physical and psychological health, social cohesion, cultural identity, and sensitivity.

	Judy Liao:
There is always more than just one story
	Where should I begin? How about getting called “rice ball” after a long pass to a teammate for an easy lay-up by an opposing white player during a campus rec game at a prestigious Canadian university? Was she talking about me or one of my teammates? (I was from Taiwan, she moved with her family from Hong Kong around 1997, their families moved from Taiwan around the similar time, her parents were refugees from Vietnam, and she just moved here from China.) Or should I start with my third-generation Japanese-Chinese-Canadian friend talking about her “racial awakening” when she first played in the North American Chinese Basketball Tournament? Was this a story about a first-generation baller getting recruited by a US college but didn’t dare to tell her parents until the last minute? Or a third-generation baller whose parents lived their basketball dreams through her journey to Canadian collegiate basketball? How about all of the above! Ok, let’s start. These are stories about finding homes and getting lost when balling while Chinese.

	Bliss Wong: 
Transnational Adoptees' Belonging, Identity, and the Role of Sport
	Transnational adoption is the process where parent(s) in one country adopt a child born in another. As a result, the development of identity and belonging of transnational adoptees is complex, dynamic, and contextual. Indeed, in the case of racialized transnational adoptees living in predominantly white societies (or adopted by white families), they operate within a middle space between their racialized and normative white identities, where they may feel a lack of belonging to either group. This isolation could be reduced via participation in sport, which has been shown to foster belonging. This study examines how sport could influence transnational adoptees’ identity formation and sense of belonging. This study is informed by Bourdieu’s understanding of social capital because sport participation is a way to accrue social capital as well as inspiring feelings of belonging. This research employs bibliographical narrative methodology. The stories that emerge offer insights into how the context of sport influences and constructs transnational adoptees’ experiences of belonging and identity. The technique of snowball sampling, semi-structured interviews, and thematic analysis are utilized. The research contributes to the current transnational adoptee literature by examining how, if at all, the sport context may shape their belonging and identity.



	Session 3B: The Wake of the 2023 World Cup

	Rachel Allison:

“They Are Doing It Because They Love It”: U.S. and English Fan Perceptions of Women Footballers as ‘Role Models’
	Much of the literature on women athletes as role models has considered whether or how they influence children’s physical activity, sports participation, self-esteem, or career aspirations, or on elite athletes’ perspectives on their status as role models. Comparatively little has considered the perspectives of non-athlete adults such as fans, yet adults are the primary consumers of women’s sport above children and many fans actively participate in public discussions about women’s sport via social media and online platforms that influence women’s sport organizations. The question of how fans perceive and communicate the value of women athletes and women’s sport has begun to be addressed but remains understudied, an important limitation given the power of fans through both consumption and communication. The Women’s World Cup is a particularly fascinating focal context for a study of fans, as those in attendance experience narratives of the tournament as about the empowerment of girls and women, presumably through the example of elite women’s athletic talents. Thus, we draw on 102 interviews with U.S. and English adults who attended the 2019 Women’s World Cup and who define themselves as women’s soccer fans to explore fan perceptions of women’s professional players as “role models” and the ways that gender ideologies inform these perceptions. These fans will be re-interviewed in August-September 2023 following the conclusion of the 2023 Women's World Cup.

	Anna Goorevich:
Mediated Discourses of Health at the 2023 World Cup
	At any World Cup, sport media is frenzied with documenting the riveting goals, surprising upsets, and star players. However, in the 2023 World Cup, an unexpected topic dominates headlines: women’s bodies, menstruation, and injuries. Despite masculine-centric sporting environments traditionally ignoring women’s health needs, this year’s tournament has generated an unprecedented amount of media attention to health and gendered inequities in sport. For instance, an epidemic of ACL tears, the use of menstrual cycle training programs, inclusion of menstruation-friendly uniforms, and an influx of athletes using platforms to speak out against health inequities in sport prompted media outlets to address women athletes’ specific health needs. This study will use a critical discourse analysis (CDA) to examine mediated narratives of women athlete health in the United States, like menstruation and injury during the 2023 World Cup. Utilizing a post-structuralist feminist perspective, this project asks, 1) how are health, menstruation and sport discourses constructed in the media; 2) what epistemes are included/excluded in meaning-making around health and sport; and 3) what does gender equity look like related to health and sport? The study’s implications are to examine the cultural and social meanings of health and sport constructed through the 2023 World Cup.

	Ann Pegoraro:
Sporting Hero or Activist Villain: Social Media Responses to Megan Rapinoe’s Retirement Announcement
	Megan Rapinoe announced her pending retirement before the start of the 2023 World Cup. Beyond her soccer success, Rapinoe has also been a leading athlete activist both on and off the pitch. From her kneeling for the National Anthem in solidarity with Colin Kaepernick to her fight for gender/pay equity, Rapinoe has been at the forefront of athlete activism in the last decade. The purpose of this research is to conduct a thematic analysis of social media responses to her retirement announcement to identify how Rapinoe is framed by social media users. Comments from Megan’s retirement post on her Facebook page, along with comments from major US and international news outlets were gathered for analysis. Additional data will be collected at the end of the World Cup to compare reactions post her participation in this mega event in relation to her retirement. The analysis, using framing theory, will seek to uncover how social media responds to her retirement, and how her legacy is viewed at the time of her announcement. For example, is she framed as an immensely successful athlete; as an activist athlete; and/or is she still framed negatively in relation to US Nationalism?

	Chris W. Henderson:
Tricornes & Rainbow Flags: Incongruities in US Women's National Soccer Team Fandom
	This study evaluates how the use of colonial symbols and misogynistic practices by some organized fan groups in support of the US women’s national team impacts other fans of women's soccer, particularly fans who are BIPOC and/or queer. The study involves 30 semi-structured interviews with self-identified fans of US American women’s soccer and auto-ethnographic work at the 2023 World Cup. Participants were recruited from previous studies on women’s soccer fandom from organized fan groups for the National Women’s Soccer League. This research is born in part out of uncomfortable personal experiences during the 2019 World Cup and media reports about AO's embedded fratriarchal culture. During the 2022 Qatar World Cup, media frequently featured AO and their brand of fandom as emblematic of US national team support, and I'm expecting them to be the focus in 2023. This research is aimed at documenting/ evaluating how longtime women's soccer fans, especially fans who are BIPOC and/or queer feel the impact of these symbols/culture by groups like American Outlaws as more popular attention is paid to women's soccer.

	Adam Beissel
Mind the Gap: FIFA, women’s football, and the 'progress narratives' of the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup
	Exploring the discursive construction of ‘parity’ and ‘equality’, this chapter takes a different view to that proffered by FIFA and subsequently reproduced in popular media coverage. First, the discursive mobilisation of themes such as ‘gender equality’ and ‘on-field parity,’ while emphasising FIFA’s capacity to grow women’s football successfully, situate the organisation as benevolent rescuers of the women’s game, in doing so disguising their part in creating gendered in-equality and obfuscating the benefits they are likely to reap from the growth and popularity of women’s football. Second, in conflating parity and equality, the myriad problems currently facing women’s football are unacknowledged or ignored or subsumed. The successes of this year’s tournament owe themselves to a host of factors that have little, if anything, to do with FIFA or the tournament itself. The chapter argues relatedly that, third, FIFA’s notions of parity and equality facilitate certain policy interventions and close off others.


	Session 3C: A Joyful Queering of Stories of Gender in Sport

	Jordan Keesler:
Phenomenological Understandings of Transness: Queer Sporting Experiences
	In this paper, I present a queer auto-phenomenological account of my experiences in competitive softball versus my current experiences in D1 women’s rugby to address the question: what does this alternative understanding of embodiment look like when sports becomes the means to develop a different “felt sense”? I will use these experiences to argue that phenomenology offers an alternative to the conventional understandings of trans embodiment offered by some trans theorists that finding comfort in the body is only possible through medical transition. Instead, being comfortable in one’s body as a trans person can occur in sporting spaces. I complicate this claim by attending to how my and my sporting spaces’ backgrounds (both literal and historical), as well as the essence of my sports (constituted by what we do to or with it) demonstrate that not all sporting experiences are the same and must be deeply contextualized.

	Jessica Hamdan:
Agenda setting and framing in media coverage of Lia Thomas at the 2022 NCAA championships
	Lia Thomas, a member of the University of Pennsylvania women’s swim team, became the first transgender athlete to win a National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division I individual title on March 17, 2022. Her performances throughout the 2021-2022 swimming season garnered considerable media attention, and the current study analyzed how the 20 most popular media outlets set the agenda and framed her performance at the 2022 NCAA Championships. Conservative-oriented outlets (i.e., Fox News, Daily Mail) took a leading role in setting the agenda, as they published 55.17% of all articles in the sample. With respect to framing, all media outlets frequently framed Thomas’ performance as (a) a question of fairness, (b) a matter of science, (c) an unprecedented occurrence, (d) an issue of concern, (e) a matter of women’s rights, and (f) a complex matter. Fox News and Daily Mail disproportionately framed Thomas’ performance as (a) illegitimate and (b) enabled by activists who “silence” their opponents, while other media outlets framed Thomas’ performance as (a) an issue of LGBTQI+ rights and (b) an inspiring story. In the presentation, we will offer implications for scholars and activists who seek to challenge the current wave of anti-LGBTQI+ legislation in and beyond sport.

	Molly Harry:
Exposing Sport Governing Bodies’ Gender Equity Policies: A Feminist and Queer Analysis and Impacts on Trans College Athletes
	The discrimination encountered by trans college students is increasingly well-documented, however, less is understood about the injustices and regulation placed upon trans college athletes. This is problematic: Since the start of 2023, almost 500 pieces of anti-trans legislation have been introduced across the United States with almost 20% of them regulating trans athletes’ sport participation. Such legislation and subsequent policies make the experiences of trans college athletes inconsistent and potentially dangerous. To better understand the impact of such policies on the experiences of trans college athletes, we employed feminist and queer theoretical perspectives in examining the gender equity policies of sport governing bodies that influence college athletics (i.e., NCAA, IOC, USA Track and Field, etc.). Deductive document analysis based on the feminist and queer perspectives revealed sport governing bodies’ gender equity policies centered around essentialist feminism and rarely touched upon postmodern and queer perspectives. When policies did emerge as postmodern or queer in nature, they were often performative. Such findings further support the idea that trans college athletes are susceptible to discriminatory policies. Implications of this study include decreasing the performative nature of gender equity statements and promoting access to college athletes for all who want to participate.

	Daniel Uy:
Pride Body: Racialized Queer and Gay Men's Physique Preparation for Canadian Pride Events
	This paper explores why racialized queer men workout prior to Pride and Pride events in Toronto and Montreal.  Pride is an outdoor event, over several days, that celebrates Two-Spirited, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer + (2SLGBTQ+) self-acceptance, social acceptance, and legal rights.  Ethnographic research was used to observe and interview nine racialized queer and gay men based in Toronto, Canada, and to follow them at events in Pride Toronto 2022 and Fierté Montréal 2022.  Focusing on queer racialized men’s development of physique for Pride requires recognition of multiple bodily ideals or norms.  I argue it is through commitment to building muscularity that racialized queer and gay men can obtain a type of gay social capital. Because of the capital these men gain, they enjoy specific advantages within certain white homonormative communities.  Racialized queer men recognize that being more muscular generally increases desirability among queer and gay men; however, muscularity may also increase the fetishization of their racialized bodies.  Some participants acknowledged pressure to behave like white, cis-gendered, gay men while they work out in queer gym spaces that tend to be centered on whiteness.  Others choose to use their time and energy to focus on what they can control and do.


	Session 3D: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in physical culture

	Caitlin Grzyb:
Children’s Books as Tools to Address DEI in Physical Culture
	Books play an influential role in children’s understandings of identity, social roles, and (re)production of social norms. Children’s books also have the potential to be used as tools to educate and to challenge longstanding social norms related to gender and sport. As part of a larger qualitative research study that explored parents’ perspectives on gender diversity in sport and children’s literature, I created two children’s books for use as research-based educational tools. The two books discussed gender diversity in ice hockey and in figure skating, both challenging dominant ideologies connected to each sport. I engaged in reflexive journaling throughout the creative process, during interviews with participants, while analyzing interview transcripts, and when considering future direction for these books. In this largely autoethnographic paper, I will discuss the process behind creating these books as educative research tools, including choices made about content and visual representations, as well as feedback from participants and thesis examiners that has contributed to some re-visioning of both books. Finally, I will reflect on the impact that these choices have on the ways that participants do (or don’t) connect with the DEI messaging embedded in these tools for physical culture spaces.

	Simon Barrick:
Critical reflections on building relationships in diversity, equity, and inclusion work: A case study of curling in Canada
	Several intersecting crises – the disproportionate police violence against African Americans and enduring public outcry, the COVID-19 global pandemic, and the rapidly worsening global climate emergency – have amplified the need for collective action to meaningfully address historic and contemporary injustices (Chen & Kellison, 2022). In response, diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) are increasingly becoming prioritized across physical culture settings (e.g., education, practice, policy, scholarly research), including in the sport of curling (Barrick et al., 2022). In this presentation, we will interrogate how sport researchers build relationships with key stakeholders to support developing, evaluating, and sustaining DEI efforts – representing an underdeveloped area of scholarly inquiry. Namely, we will offer critical reflections on our past 18 years of research exploring curling in Canada. Areas of focus will include: the process of building trust with key Curling Canada (the national sport organization responsible for curling in Canada) administrators since 2005, how we progressed into leadership roles surrounding the national conversation on DEI in curling (e.g., co-organizing the 2022 Changing the Face of Curling DEI symposium), and our on-going efforts to support building DEI policy and program-development capacity throughout the sport. We will offer learnings for researchers engaging in similar work across physical culture settings.

	Katelyn Esmonde:
Exercising ethical judgment: An invitation to incorporating more (bio)ethics into studies of physical culture
	Calls for what ought to take place to create more just and healthy sporting worlds are at the centre of research on physical culture.  However, (bio)ethics, a field of study and branch of philosophy that provide principles and frameworks for how to balance competing values and to promote moral conduct, has not often been drawn upon. In this paper we provide a brief overview of bioethics, and ethics more generally, as they relate to health and physical culture to examine their potential for contributing to the transformational and political goals underlying  PCS and the sociology of sport. In particular, we focus on how it has informed our own work: on technologies in physical culture, and on trans inclusion in sport. We conclude by considering how (and why) bioethics can be a useful tool in the theoretical and empirical toolkit of scholars seeking to navigate the contested moral terrain of physical culture.

	Angela Russel
Participant Perspectives on the Inclusion of Transgender Athletes in Elite Sport
	The field of elite sport is vastly changing when it comes to sexual orientation. The purpose of this study was to collect the perceptions of elite sport participants (athletes, coaches, and staff) on the participation of transgender athletes in elite sport competition. Coaches, staff, and athletes who participated in the Brazilian Super League, a professional volleyball league, were invited to give in-depth interviews to provide their views on the participation of the first set of transgender athletes in league. Interviews were conducted in Portuguese by video call and all interview sessions were recorded. A transcription of each interview was typed and translated verbatim into English. There were shared concerns about the fairness of including transgender athletes in women’s sport and the procedures used by sport governing bodies when determining eligibility of athletes for women’s competition. This study identified a clear need for improved communication between sport governing bodies and sport participants and highlighted the need for sport participants to voice opinions and ask questions without fear of retaliation or accusations of transphobia. Additionally, the study concluded that sport participants would like the reassurance that regulations are based on scientific findings to ensure safe and fair competition.


	Session 3E: Critical Perspectives on Golf

	Hugo Ceron-Anaya:
Golf, Whiteness, and Racial Capitalism
	This paper explores the relationship between the concepts of racial capitalism and whiteness by examining the history of golf. It draws on Max Weber's analysis of the origins of capitalism, which includes a racialized argument that has been overlooked. Weber suggests that the cultural and social changes brought about by Protestantism in Northern Europe played a role in the development of capitalism. However, he also proposes that modern capitalism's ethical requirements may be linked to ethnic and racial characteristics. By examining the transformation of golf in the 19th and early 20th centuries, this paper demonstrates how the modernization of the sport led to gentrification and racialization.

	Marty Clark:
A Brief History of Junior Golf in the United States to 1978
	This chapter offers a brief history of the junior golf system in the United States up to 1978. It uses secondary sources to review what historians have written about the development of the junior golf system, its culture and the inequities in the system, and the key stakeholders (individuals and organizations) and their motivations for and experiences of organizing and participating in competitive golf for juniors. This chapter will also utilize primary sources including biographies and autobiographies of some of America’s best and most popular golfers to help map the inner workings of the junior system and analyze their experiences of it. This brief history will offer important context for understanding the development of the modern junior golf system in the late-1970s and beyond.

	Matt Hawzen:
The Under Armour Junior Tour and the Corporate Sport Hegemony During and After the COVID-19 Pandemic.
	Golf has experienced a resurgence in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic as participation numbers exploded and sustained over the past few years. During that time competitive junior golf became a site where (privileged) youth sporting participants flocked as other options were closed off. One such tournament series, the Junior Tour Powered by Under Armour (UAJT), started in 2020 during the “summer of COVID” and provides a unique opportunity to critically analyze the development of a start-up youth sport entity in the post-COVID moment. To do so, we use findings from a three-year organizational ethnography to illuminate the ways in which the establishment of the UAJT has come to exemplify various dimensions of the corporate sport model in contemporary U.S. society and discuss what this corporate sport form means for youth sport socialization and advancements in the late capitalist sport industry.

	Ryan King-White:
Kids and the Modern American Junior Golf Experienc
	Taking a lead from Gary Alan Fine (1987) and Hilary Levey Friedman (2013) this book utilizes ethnographic interviews with junior golfers to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for their perceptions about what it means to be inculcated in the American junior golf “experience”. In the chapter, we seek to locate how these children make sense of their lives within the world of competitive junior golf. What does it mean to, for, and about their current and future contexts? How do they perceive golf is preparing them for adulthood? What things are they “missing” from childhood while participating in events and what are they getting to do that others are not?


	Session 3F: New Insights in/on Sport Activism Research

	Emma Calow:

"Us realizing that we have more power than what we think we do is something that's so great": Motivations of Black women athletes engaging in social justice activism
	Sport-based activism literature and everyday discourse in academic and non-academic spaces has focused largely on U.S. Black male athlete activism. Given the lack of attention to U.S. Black women athletes as leaders and change-agents in social justice movements, the current study adopted a feminist cultural studies lens grounded in intersectionality and conducted semi-structured interview with twelve athletes who identified as Black who have engaged in any form of social justice activism. Open and axial coding was used. One of the overarching themes emerged was cultivating a better future. Addressing the research question, what are the motivations of Black women athletes to engage in activism, there are two main categories: dismantling oppressive systems and committed to the cause. For this presentation, open codes applied to the latter will be discussed. These include usable past, activism beyond sport, and empowering the next generation. Positioned as outsiders within, I argue that Black women athlete activists are successful and powerful space invaders. As such, this study provides new insights on sport activism by highlighting some of motivations of Black women athletes engaged in activism at the collegiate and professional level.

	Sarah Stokowski:
“Standing up for what is right”: The Burgeoning Role of Social Media Activism in Challenging Embedded NCAA Patriarchy
	Patriarchal structures embody male-centric managerial oversight and the maintenance of authoritative control (Johnson, 1997). Inherently, patriarchal organizations situate the patriarch’s decision-making on behalf of stakeholders as beneficial and of necessity. Given the patriarchal system of collegiate athletics is self-sustaining, profit-athletes must serve as their own advocates within activist formation (e.g., Cooper et al., 2023). Specifically, a collective activist approach has proven an effective method for college athletes seeking change (Henderson, 2017). The social communities stimulated by social media networks have been suggested as ideal launch points for college athlete-led activist campaigns and activism (Sanderson et al., 2016). While the NCAA’s purpose is to protect college athletes within a hyper-commercialized institutional setting, the protections prevent college athletes from accessing the lucrative marketplace. Utilizing a content analysis methodological approach, this study examined 1,688 original tweets containing #NotNCAAProperty posted over the course of the 2021 NCAA Division I men’s basketball tournament. Findings revealed that most interactions were supportive of college athletes and suggest that social media may be a strategic mechanism for college athletes to engage in advocacy initiatives.

	Yannick Kluch:

“Your Voice Is Power!” Extending the Sport Activism Literature to High School Sport by Examining the Motivations for and Facilitators of High School Athlete Activism
	Whereas scholars have established increasing insights into activism at the collegiate and professional sport levels, the U.S. high school context rarely has become the site of analysis for activist potential among sport scholars. As a result, it was the goal of this study to extend the sport activism literature by gaining a more rigorous understanding of the experiences of U.S. high school athlete activists. By drawing from elements of Youth Sociopolitical Development Theory (YSDT) and literature on activism in sport, we interviewed twelve high school athlete activists about their experiences, revealing three primary motivations for engaging in activism: (a) lived experience with exclusion, (b) broader socio-cultural climate, and (c) a sense of responsibility to work towards positive social change. Beyond their reasons for why they engaged in activism, participants also shared significant influences that informed their pursuit of activist endeavors. Facilitators of activism included (a) educational facilitators in the form of curricular and extracurricular influences, (b) involvement in interscholastic sport itself, (c) relational support, and (d) support from the broader community, both in the high school setting and in the community the school was located in. We conclude by discussing the implications of these findings.

	Amanda Schweinbenz:
A Perfect Storm: Black feminism and the WNBA Black athlete activism
	Using underwater waves as a metaphor, we examine how the intersectionality of Black feminism and Black athlete activism has largely gone unnoticed. Specifically, we pay homage to Black WNBA players, and their activist efforts and the ways in which these people are often-overlooked activists who are always ‘holdin it down’ while simultaneously keeping activism at the forefront of their agenda. When the 2020 WNBA season opened, the athletes in this league took the opportunity to highlight social injustice in the United States; not surprising given the history of Black feminism and athlete activism in this league. Feminism and women’s rights movements have largely been associated with white women while Black activism associated with Black men. However, the work of Black women and non-binary folks has a fundamental impact on society.


	Session 3G: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport

	Marta Mack:
Cycling Through Antiblack Sexism in Elite Recreational Cycling: An Autoethnography
	Going for a jog, taking a walk around one's suburban neighborhood, or going to the grocery store to pick up that faithful 4-pack of chocolate muscle milk on the surface may seem like mundane activities for a middle-class black woman. However, the threat of superfluous violence is always already ready a part of my reality as an American and especially as an African American woman. In five years, I have lived in a city where two mass shootings have taken place and was ground zero of the social justice summer of 2020 in response to the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd respectively. Each of these tragedies took place within four months and on the heels of a global pandemic.  Against this milieu, I interrogate my experiences with antiblack sexism as an elite recreational cyclist using critical black feminist studies. I invite the reader to consider what must black women contend with before thinking about the benefits of participating in sport as (re)creational.  Bookended by the death of Breonna Taylor and the National tragedy that took place in "the People's Capital" on January 6, 2021, my sense of safety and my ability (re)create myself in a sport that I loved stopped abruptly. In this paper, I argue that focusing largely on professional and collegiate women athletes forecloses opportunities to deepen our criticism of antiblack sexism in sport. Expanding our view to include black women in proximity to sport (e.g., recreational athletes, mothers, partners, daughters, etc.) we can gain an interior view of the mundanity of antiblack sexism in sport.

	Keisha Branch:
Angel Reese: The Barbie Black Women Needed
	The discourse regarding Angel Reese’s behavior during the 2023 NCAA women’s basketball championship game increased her marketability and N.I.L deals. Following the controversial gestures towards Caitlin Clark, she leveraged her popularity to become a marketing mogul – primarily through the building of her personal brand, the “Bayou Barbie”, and partnering with popular brands. This case study examines Reese’s social media presence on TikTok, particularly situating her presence as an act of resistance and opposing Eurocentric standards of beauty and behavior. We examined her TikTok posts from the onset of the 2023 NCAA tournament to August 2023. Using a Black feminist lens, we analyzed how she authentically showcased Blackness, femininity, and Black womanhood (e.g., protective styles and using AAVE) and argue her behavior as an act of “talking back”. This investigation aims to explore how some Black women college athletes are navigating the N.I.L market in lieu of race-gendered biases, discrimination, and pressure to assimilate to white hegemonic ideologies of “proper behavior”. Given many Black women athletes in similar positions are pressured to assimilate aspects of their Black femineity, we found Reese to be an interesting case study to unpack the intersection of an evolving college sport landscape and our social world.

	Letisha Brown:
The Politics of Punishment-An Intersectional Approach
	The politics of punishment, or the ways that we are punished in society, are tied to our social locations within respect to the intersections of race, gender, class, sexuality, nation, and more. This paper speaks specifically to the ways that Black women and girls face disparate treatment within sport as a result of living at the bottom of at least two systems of oppression (i.e. race (Blackness) and gender (woman-ness) within the context of Euro-American power structures. Drawing on Black feminism and intersectionality as theory and tools of analysis, this work discusses how Black girls and women face disparate treatment when faced with allegations of drug use (e.g., Brittney Griner and Serena Williams) as well as when they don't live up to the expectations of the nation (e.g., Gabby Douglas in 2016, Simone Biles in 2021). The politics of punishment trap Black girls and women within a system of oppression meant to keep their real struggles invisible while inventing sensational controversies. Black girls and women in sport are subjected to a different set of standards when it comes to punishment in sport as a reflection of the larger social world, using contemporary cases, this study explores how while also looking at the ways that Black girls and women have sought to challenge such inequalities.

	Jules Boykoff:
Framing Brittney Griner: The US Media, Race, Gender, and Geopolitics
	When basketball star Brittney Griner was arrested in a Moscow airport in February 2022 and eventually charged with drug smuggling, media coverage was abundant, both in mainstream outlets and ideological publications. As an outspoken, Black athlete activist and out lesbian, Griner had already emerged as a polarizing cultural figure, at least in some circles. This article uses content analysis to examine and compare mainstream and right-wing media coverage of the international imbroglio, beginning in February 2022 when Griner was apprehended in Russia and ending in December 2022 when the US government secured her release in a high-profile prisoner swap with convicted Russian arms trafficker Viktor Bout. We pinpoint the predominant frames that media deployed when covering the situation and its aftermath. Also, we tabulate who journalists turned to for comment in the articles and explore how sourcing decisions affected frame emergence.


	Session 4A: Labor, Harm, and Abuse in Sport – Virtual

	Mac Ross:
Canadian Sport, Global Capitalism, and Abuse
	We pursue what Stuart Hall calls the history of the present, examining the specific conjuncture of events, practices, and forces shaping both the prevailing abuse crisis in Canadian sport and the government’s resistance to a thorough, independent investigation. Sport is a serious problem. It is an important component of the Canadian State’s broader governance strategy, contributing to “the maintenance or disintegration of a specific mode of hegemony” (Hall, 1978, p. 196). The widespread abuse evident within today’s sport system is nothing short of a crisis of hegemony. There is a tendency to look for answers within Canada’s borders, but the crisis is inextricably linked to global sport and, as such, global capitalism. After all, Sport Canada exists primarily to collaborate with the Canadian Olympic Committee, a satellite of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) operating in Canada on behalf of the IOC and Olympism, conditioning athletes to serve the State in a global sporting economy. Sport, more so than any other cultural form, is leveraged by the State as an “instrument for conforming civil society to the economic structure’” (Gramsci, 1971, p. 208). To reject sport as defective and harmful is to reject Canada.  And we should.

	Martine Dennie:
Masculinity, Hazing, And Abuse in Canadian Major Junior Hockey
	In 2020, former Major Junior hockey players filed a lawsuit against the Canadian Hockey League (CHL), its three regional affiliates, and each of their teams. The statement of claim alleges rampant institutionalized and systemic abuse shaped by a toxic environment that enables abuse, discrimination, and other harmful conduct to continue. In response, the CHL commissioned an independent review panel to investigate the abuse allegations. The panel concluded that the culture in the CHL has allowed abusive practices to become a “cultural norm”. Men’s elite-level hockey culture is insular, exclusionary, and toxic for many of those whose labour is required to sustain its profitability. The purpose of this research is to obtain a deep understanding of player perceptions of hazing and abuse at this level. We begin by describing the details of the lawsuit, contextualizing it using scholarship on hazing and abuse and the culture of Major Junior hockey, and theorizing its hypermasculine underpinnings in peer group settings. We then operationalize this framework by applying it to a content analysis of affidavits and cross-examinations from the CHL lawsuit as well as interviews we conducted with former Major Junior players.

	Deana Simonetto:

Collateral Damage: The Social Reproductive Labour of NFL Wives
	There is an awakening in contemporary society on the harms, abuses, and exploitation experienced by athletes. In spectator sports like American football and National Football League (NFL), attention on brain injuries and developing the neurological disease Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy have come into sharp focus. We find no shortage of stories of former football players tragic demise and later diagnosed post-mortem with CTE coming soon after. These stories are often told by families who are left to put the pieces back together. In fact, families play a critical role as storytellers and caretakers of their athletes’ careers, post-careers, and difficulties with concussions and CTE. Using feminist Marxist lens, we describe the complexities and temporalities of the different forms of social reproductive labour these women do to sustain their husband’s labour, the NFL, and the commodity spectacle of football more generally. We conclude by highlighting the damage and harm caused not only to the athlete but to his family with a focus on spouses and children. 

	Bachir Sirois-Moumni:
Necropolitics and the (moral) disposition of bodies in sport spectacle: Negotiating the death of Mexican boxer Jeannette Zacarias-Zapata in Quebec's sports/media landscape
	In this case study, we examine the media coverage of the death of Mexican boxer Jeannette Zacarias-Zapata in Quebec sports media to understand the discourses that negotiate and organize death within the sport/media spectacle of professional boxing. We argue that the conditions of sport spectacle and its media landscapes enable a series of justifications for the very possibility of death exposing the necropolitics (Mbembé, 2003) between those who can or cannot die, as certain lives are considered disposable, particularly those of combat sports professionals who have unstable and precarious working conditions (Espinoza and Ozorco, 2018, Maris, 2022) and are inserted into unequal circuits of sport spectacle. This article analyzes a whole media apparatus where media processes, racial rhetoric and absolute moral disjunctions coexist to negotiate and explain death and isolate it through a distorted morality in which mortality would constitute a failure of certain groups of people or even certain individuals rather than a structural problem of sport spectacle and more specifically in this case of boxing in Quebec.


	Session 4B: Watching social change: The influence of spectatorship on identity politics

	Shaun Edmonds:

Straight Out of Left Field: Agency and Activism in LGBTQ+ Pride Nights
	With greater normalization and acceptance of lesbian and gay individuals in the United States, traditionally queer congregation spaces such as bars and community centers have slowly disappeared across the nation. Instead, new forms of integrated and contested public spaces have arisen that, in some cases, challenge what has been considered a classically heteronormative space. One such space has been the “LGBTQ+ inclusive” Pride event nights at certain sporting venues. Over the past two decades, the rise in popularity of such Pride events has been driven by a combination of sport franchises seeking to capitalize on the gay dollar and LGBTQ+ groups lobbying for acceptance. However, the development of these events has not only had varied histories, but these Pride nights have engendered controversial public debates. In considering the ways in which the LGBTQ+ community has used such events as both a passive platform of acceptance as well as a tool for cultural negotiation, this presentation explores the contingent and dynamic moments of agency and power in and through which the LGBTQ+ community have used this form of sport spectatorship as a venue for social justice activism.

	Brett Pardy:
Drafting fans into dominant narratives: Entry drafts and the foreclosure of resistance
	Men’s drafts in North American pro sports provide a spectacle deeply instructive to viewers on how to ideologically view the sport. While actual sport games have the potential to disrupt narratives, the draft in the moment is unfalsifiable – the only way to know a “good” or a “bad” draft pick is based on the plethora of experts broadcasters and social media platforms provide to assess for viewers. These assessments are loaded with language around class, race, masculinity, and body types (in addition the problematic labour implications of drafts).  I will explore this topic by looking at examples from the broadcasts 2023 NFL, NBA, and NHL Entry Drafts and collecting Twitter responses from fans of teams to show how their responses reflect and critique the broadcast narrative. These drafts are significant to sport culture, as the NFL draft had over 34 million viewers, while the NBA and NHL drafts had 5 and 1 million viewers respectively. I argue the broadcast coverage of these drafts represents a substantial barrier to witnessing social change as they prime the viewer to understand success in men’s sports as replicating traditional conservative narratives and casting suspicion upon any young player who does not meet these standards.

	Kayla Cloud:
The Home Team: Exploring the relationship between spectatorship, sport nationalism, and inclusion through social identity theory
	Sport spectatorship acts as a catalyst within the larger concept of sport nationalism, leading to the acceptance of marginalized athlete identities in the public eye. Social identity theory offers a framework to explore the relationship between sport, athlete, and citizenship. Sport is often a largely homogeneous space that reinforces heteronormative and patriarchal norms. Participants with marginalized identities face ridicule and accusations of being out of place. Often, they are ignored, receiving little media coverage, unequal pay, and limited respect. However, what appears at face value to align with rampant right wing nationalism actually has “progressive”or “inclusive” capacities because of the relationship between sport and spectator. Media coverage especially changes drastically for athletes when they are connected to nationalist sporting endeavors. We will show how the overlap between sport, nationalism, and spectatorship leads to changes in support, legislation, and coverage of marginalized athletes. Examples include: women’s baseball in the 1940’s which thrived during WWII and was seen as an extension of the war effort; the inclusion of distances over 200 meters for female track and field athletes in the 1960’s in order to beat the Soviet Union's athletes; and support for the US Women’s Soccer Team due to international dominance.


	Session 4C: Challenging Settler Colonialism in Sport and Physical Culture 

	Mariann Vaczi: 
Indigenous, Traditional, and Folk Sports: Contesting Modernities 
	Modern sports have carried the knowledges and fantasies of modernity, empire, and nation; they owe their dominant position precisely to their identification with hegemonic modernities. It is possible to conceive of the diffusionist paradigm of sport through the logic of settler colonialism: wherever modern sports (such as cricket, rugby or football) went, they altered, reduced, or eradicated traditional movement cultures, and they came to stay. This lecture will draw from case studies of indigenous, traditional, and folk sports across the world. While they come from diverse backgrounds including postcolonial, settler colonial, nation-state, or sub-national contexts, these sporting cultures have two basic commonalities. First, they share a condition of subalternity due to their position at the margins of the global hegemonic sport complex. Second, they have survived the diffusion of western sports, and consolidated themselves not only despite, but also in response to, the universalizing impulses of modernity. Decolonizing scholarly efforts have been criticized for taking western scripts as a departure for the study of indigenous epistemologies. Western sports too may be seen as such a script. In turn, the focus on indigenous body practices may reflect indigenous ontologies, epistemologies and voices more efficiently. Examining indigenous, traditional, and folk sports reveals the contestation of modernity from the margins, and for the margins by “provincializing” (Chakrabarty 2000) and decolonizing the global hegemonic sport complex.

	Alexandra Giancarlo:
Our children are still dancing: Settler colonial (de)choreographies in the Indian Residential School System 
	The Department of Indian Affairs (DIA) and church counterparts who administered Canada’s Indian Residential School System promoted Western physical activities to reform and replace traditional Indigenous physical culture practices like the Sundance and the potlatch (Forsyth 2020). An observer at one of the residential schools near Cardston, AB, explained how administrators used Euro-Canadian forms of movement to compel obedience to Euro-Canadian spirituality. She wrote that the students “must not sing, dance, beat a drum, or pray in the Indian way. They may dance in the manner of the White people…” (Sheridan ca. 1930s). The use of sport for such social engineering, usually by colonial state and church missions, has been called sport for development (Darnell et al. 2018). This paper examines how government agencies and church bodies conceptually framed, and put into practice, their interventions into Indigenous physical cultures using the terrain of the body. I argue that the Indian residential school system imposed “settler colonial choreographies” (Wakpa 2021) in what amounted to a domestic sport for development process. Investigating how colonization was an embodied imposition also opens doors to understanding how residential school students used their bodies to resist, forming decolonial choreographies that challenged forced assimilation.

	Bessie Lecker-Evans: 
Student Outdoor Recreation Associations: Responsibilities in Reconciliation 
	Prompted by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action, there was a widespread push for Canadian post-secondary institutions to commit to promoting and sustaining the advancement of reconciliation on-campus. The resulting recommendations, communicated through universities’ Indigenous-led strategic plans, remain, at this stage, seemingly rhetorical. They may employ reconciliation language, but in practice largely focus on matters of inclusion and thereby fail to challenge the status quo. Suggestions for how to work through these challenges in administrative and curricular contexts have been well documented, but a gap in the literature exists regarding extra-curricular contexts. Considering the importance of non-academic learning experiences, more specifically land-based education opportunities, in student life, the numerous outdoor recreation clubs at the University of Calgary offer an entry point for exploring discourses of reconciliation. Using critical discourse analysis, this project evaluates the policies of university-based outdoor recreation groups in light of a) and the legacy of colonial sports clubs in Canada and b) Gaudry and Lorenz’s indigenization framework for higher education institutions. Ultimately, this study aims to contribute to conversations about the roles and responsibilities of students and student-led clubs in reconciliation at Canadian universities.

	Daniel Mann:  
 (De)colonising the colonised: rugby, boxing and (post)colonial masculinities in (de)colonial places 
	This paper will examine the intersection between masculinity and rugby in a (post)colonial context, using ethnographic and autoethnographic methods. This paper will look at how rugby, as a sport, has functioned as both a British colonial export, with accompanying performative masculine expectations alongside, and how rituals and traditions--which are unique and endemic to rugby but will be familiar to most rugby players--relate to and derive from (de)colonisation and (post)colonial masculinities. By looking at this in a (post)colonial context, this paper will aim to situate rugby amongst other sports, such as boxing, as they seek to negotiate their legacies of (post)colonialism.


	Session 4D: Issues of Power in Sport Governance

	Joseph Cooper:
A Continuum of Anti-Racist and Multicultural Organizations Analysis of Sports in the United States
	Since the inception of organized sports in the United States (U.S.), these spaces have served as sites for reinforcement for broader societal power inequities. More specifically, the White economically elite men who were politically connected created rules and structure that were design to reify the racist, sexist, classist, and ableist status quo. Over the past 150 years, similar to the U.S. society, sport organizations have evolved in a multitude of noteworthy ways, but we argue the historical hegemonic arrangements has intensified due to exorbitant increase commercialization and commodification of athletes. Within this presentation, we utilize the Continuum of Anti-Racist and Multicultural Organizations framework to analyze historical and contemporary sport organizations to highlight how power dynamics in these spaces have not changed as much as liberal observers may suggest. In this analysis, we explain how organizations fall within one of the following six categories: a) exclusive, b) passive, c) symbolic change, d) identity change, e) structural change, or f) fully inclusive anti-racist multicultural organization in a transformed society. Implications for future research and practical action will also be presented.

	Erica J. Zonder:
International Federations and Transgender Bans: Could Policy Decisions Lead to Legal Scrutiny?
	After challenges to transgender participation in the 2020 Olympics (held in 2021), the IOC revisited and changed their policy from specific testosterone limits to what appeared to be a more inclusive and open approach. Critics of this new policy questioned whether giving international federations (IFs) freedom to include or exclude transgender athletes would be effective considering the lack of consistent scientific research on the subject to date. In 2015, World Athletics (then IAAF) lost the initial challenge from intersex athletes who were banned from participating in women’s track and field due to testosterone level restrictions. The Court of Arbitration for Sport held that the research used in developing these restrictions was inconsistent and thus discriminatory. World Athletics, subsequently, successfully limited participation of intersex women by focusing on specific events. However, the federation instituted a general ban for transgender women who transitioned after puberty in 2023.  This presentation seeks to explore the potential legal challenges to governing policies presented by the increasing emphasis on transgender bans across IFs.  And further, how courts will view IF’s use of scientific research in light of the European Court of Human RIghts recent ruling on Caster Semenya and World Athletics.

	Chris Croft:
NCAA or aka “No Cash Allowed for Athletes” Kicks the NIL Can Down the Road and Now State Laws Have Created Their Own Juggernaut
	With the NCAA’s lack of leadership and direction in addressing Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL), California led the push for state legislation for NIL. Other states followed their lead, and on July 1, 2021, NIL became a law and right for student-athletes. NIL allows athletes to earn money while playing during their collegiate careers. With the summer enaction, most student-athletes had already selected their upcoming college home. Fast forward to the summer of 2022, and NIL became a “hot topic” in recruiting as NIL deals were thrown out at prospective student-athletes in revenue sports like football. The situation was magnified when the NCAA transfer policy allowed student-athletes to transfer one time for immediate eligibility. NIL has become a fishing lure for high school seniors and current college student-athletes. This session will explore the NIL policies and content on recruiting practices in the Southeastern Conference (SEC) and Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) for college football. While the NCAA is currently readdressing “their NIL situation,” comparison and contrast information from various state and institutional NIL policies are highlighted to show factors in recruiting battles of “chasing the cash” by Power 5 college football players and recruits.

	Carly Stewart
Unravelling Gender and Non-accidental Violence in Women’s Gymnastics Research: A Critical Interpretive Synthesis 
	The issue of non-accidental violence in women's gymnastics has drawn significant attention, shining a spotlight on a sport where gender is clearly differentiated and contested. However, existing gymnastics literature has overlooked the intersection of gender and violence. To address this, we undertook a critical interpretative synthesis of 45 articles on women’s gymnastics, with a specific focus on the interconnections between gender and manifestations of violence within the sport. Applying Risman’s (2018) Gender Structure theory, our analysis revealed implicit interpretations of gender were prominent and aligned with individualist perspectives. On the other hand, explicit conceptualisations aligned with macro-level viewpoints of gender as a social structure outcome. The exploration of the connection between gender and violence remains relatively underexplored, with just one article explicitly addressing this and acknowledging violence as an outcome imbued with gender dynamics. Overall, the lack of explicit focus on non-accidental violence relative to its prevalence in the articles raises concerns about the status of violence in women’s gymnastics research. We argue that researchers must define gender to formulate appropriate analytical inquiries and identify the socio-cultural contexts and associated mechanisms through which gender intersects with violence. Doing so, we hope, can help to develop sustainable prevention measures that align with international policies on gender-based violence.


	Session 4E: Action and Adventure Sports

	Malcolm Drewery:
Urban Dirt Bike Riding: Seeking Legal Solutions for an Emerging Street Sport
	Urban dirt bike riding has emerged as a controversial street sport, facing criminalization and public scrutiny in cities worldwide. Policymakers predominantly respond with punitive measures, leading to fines and arrests rather than creating safe spaces for riders. Rooted in predominantly African American, low-income neighborhoods of US cities, this sport finds itself marginalized due to the lack of recreational facilities. While Critical Race Theory (CRT) offers a starting point for understanding its racial dynamics, legal dirt bike riding has achieved phenomenal success with affluent white male riders dominating the extreme sport scene. Despite its perceived risks, urban dirt biking shares similarities with recognized extreme sports like skateboarding and parkour. Nonetheless, due to racial demographics, the lack of designated bike parks or sponsorships hinders its legitimization. To address the issue, some cities have proposed constructing bike parks for legal riding. However, logistical challenges persist, leaving urban bike riding largely illegal. This research calls for proactive solutions to accommodate urban dirt bike enthusiasts, recognizing the potential for transforming this sport into a thriving and legitimate endeavor. By embracing designated bike parks and sponsorship opportunities, cities can promote safety while empowering riders to pursue their passion legally and responsibly.

	Toomas Gross:
Adventure, experimentation, and new ways of running in Estonia
	In recent years, recreational long-distance runners have started to run in increasingly novel ways and in unconventional environments, often turning their bodies into veritable “arenas of experimentation.” Ultra and trail running are the most common examples, but the palette of new running formats is now ever more diverse, also including mud, color, fell, and obstacle runs, beermiles, vertical kilometers, coasteering and “Everesting” challenges, backyard ultras and many others. All this has blurred the boundary between recreational long-distance running and adventure sports. Through an ethnographic example of runners in Estonia, this study suggests that such experimentation can be interpreted as a form of ethical self-making. Experimental setting provides runners with “bodily” and “ethical affordances” that enable them not only to live a “good life” but to experience it in a more “adventurous,” “intense” but also “authentic” manner. As a project of ethical self-making, deliberate experimentation with one’s own running body in search for novel experiences consists of various practices and techniques that dedicated runners, drawing from available and imagined cultural models, perform on themselves to become moral subjects. Uncertainty, curiosity, awareness, and reflexivity are the core attributes of this process.

	Nina Adjanin:
Ascending Beyond Peaks: Unraveling the Social Media Intentions of Female Climbers
	Investigating factors that influence the intentions of female climbers worldwide to use social media for self-promotion is a crucial initial step in understanding the potential impacts of social media on natural high-risk environments and sport competition arenas. The theoretical framework of planned behavior (TPB), proposed by Ajzen, can provide valuable insights into the drivers behind this behavior. TPB suggests that behavioral intentions are primarily determined by a person's attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control concerning a specific behavior.
 To carry out this study, a sample of 81 self-identified female climbers was selected using purposive and convenience sampling methods. The survey assessed the use of social media for self-promotion as an external variable, employing a series of direct and indirect measurement items related to TPB constructs.
 By adopting this approach, valuable insights can be gained into the factors influencing female climbers' intentions to utilize social media for self-promotion. This research can shed light on the implications of social media usage in high-risk natural environments and sport competition arenas, helping to promote safe and responsible practices while enhancing our understanding of social media behavior in the context of climbing.

	Tavis Smith:
Reflections, interpretations, and the many meanings of the “spirit of gravel”
	Gravel cycling, a discipline of cycling practiced primarily on unpaved surfaces in remote areas, has seen a surge in popularity in recent years. Though cyclists have ridden off-road for decades, it is only recently that ‘gravel,’ as a discipline and a cycling subculture, has emerged as a distinct field. As part of this ongoing process, tensions around gravel’s growth, contested relationships with cycling’s governing bodies, norms and values, and the desires of its growing pool of participants have come to the fore. To try to make sense of gravel’s emerging subculture and its growth in popularity even as these tensions persist, we conducted a pilot study with nine members of the gravel cycling community. These interviews suggest that the development, sociocultural conditions, and psychological impacts of gravel cycling – often dubbed ‘the spirit of gravel’ in public discourse – are the result of mainly adult sport participants seeking experiences that they have found unavailable or inaccessible elsewhere. We suggest that the findings may help guide strategies to promote and support adult participation in sport and physical activity and better understand the emergence of alternative, adventure, or action sports more generally.


	Session 4F: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Ellen Staurowsky:

A Geography of the College Sport Marketing & Media Complex and Implications for Title IX Analyses
	Within the context of the multi-billion dollar global college sport landscape of the 21st century, the regulations that govern the category of publicity as articulated under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 are outdated. Developed during the decade of the 1970s, when the National Collegiate Athletic Association and its member conferences were men’s only institutions, the language in Title IX’s policy interpretation for athletics was adopted at a time when women’s sports advocates were battling public misperceptions that women were not interested in playing sports let alone interesting enough to promote as a commercial enterprise (Staurowsky, 2023). Despite this, Title IX is invoked frequently in response to concerns regarding women college athlete access to endorsement opportunities in the name, image, and likeness (NIL) era. This project first examines the geography of marketing and media in Power Five athletic departments through an analysis of personnel who occupy positions in athletic communications/content creation, production/broadcast, marketing and sponsorship, NIL compliance and education. We then consider whether the definitional issue of college sport programs being extracurricular activities as articulated in Title IX regulations was intended to cover this type of commercial enterprise and the implications of this in terms of discussions about Title IX, gender equity, and women’s sports.

	Robert Engvall:
Does the Path Toward Greater Equity in Sport Run Through Transcendent Stars?
	USWNT star Megan Rapinoe was quoted saying the “… World Cup will ‘blow the lid off’ global business opportunities for women’s sports.”  Could we have begun to see that lid come off for a superstar in women’s college athletics? In March Caitlin Clark of the University of Iowa gained national notoriety that propelled women’s basketball to a new level capturing the public’s imagination (and TV ratings). Clark may not be responsible for this interest, but she may provide a tangible example of how “stars” have the ability to change things for everyone. Clark now makes more money from NIL than she will likely make (at least immediately) when she joins the WNBA. Whether this should be viewed as a “good for her” moment and a gender equity milestone for collegiate athletics or as evidence of the economic limitations of the WNBA is open for debate. But, not open for debate, is the reality that Caitlin is reportedly the “highest paid” collegiate athlete at the Big Ten school, men or women. Does her popularity and appeal transcend gender and illustrate that women in sports can not only equal the pay received by men, but, at least in certain cases, surpass it?

	Robert Zullo:

Building a Pipeline – From the Sidelines to the Corner Office – Women in Intercollegiate Athletic Administration
	This presentation will examine how women in football offices, if effectively supported, can provide a conduit for developing diverse future athletic directors. Women continue to increase their impact in intercollegiate athletics through their work in male-dominated college football programs. Where women once found career openings through academics, business, compliance, development, event management, facility operations, marketing, promotions, sports information and ticketing, this research finds that opportunities are available through football offices within Division One Football Bowl Subdivision. However, where do these women aspire to work beyond football operations and recruiting? Can they assist in addressing the dearth of female athletic directors at the Division I level? Past research has supported that candidates for athletic director positions are expected to have experience in revenue generation and working with revenue sports, including football. This presentation shares the aspirations, duties, qualifications, and skill sets expected of women in Football Bowl Subdivision recruiting and operations. These findings complement previous research by Bower and Hums (2013) and Hancock and Hums (2016) that examines career paths and career development of women in intercollegiate athletics. Together, these can help better facilitate a pipeline of female senior athletic administrators in the future, exclusive of the Senior Woman Administrator position.

	Amanda L. Paule-Koba:

Making the Leap: First Year Athletes’ Experiences with the Transition to College
	According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), roughly 180,000 athletes are making the transition from high school to college in order to have the opportunity to compete in collegiate athletics ("NCAA recruiting fact," 2020). First-year athletes face the same transitions that non-collegiate-athletes go through regarding social and academic identity, however, collegiate athletes have the additional stressor of having an athletic identity (Freeman, 2015; McFarlane, 2014; New, 2015; Skinner, 2004; Smith & Hardin, 2020). The purpose of this study was to investigate how the first-year transition process affected Division I collegiate athletes from the Mid-American Conference. The participants answered questions about transitioning to their university and discussed their perceived level of support across different areas. Positives aspects of the transition included having a helpful coaching staff, supportive family and friends, and approachable academic staff. Negatives aspects of the transition that were mentioned included: adjusting to a new environment, struggling to balance being a Division I athlete, and poor relationship either with academic or athletic staff. Results of this study can be used to enhance the transition programming and can help coaches and support staff understand what athletes need in order to have a successful transition to college.


	Session 4G: Applied Sociology

	Allison Smith:
Gender Bias & Women Sport Faculty Archetypes
	The purpose of this project is to highlight the experiences of individuals identifying as women through their onboarding and progression as early career professors at higher education institutions, specifically in programs focused on sport. As sport has a long-standing history as a predominately White, patriarchal setting, women have faced barriers and constraints to entering, maintaining, and moving up. Recently, scholars have identified that within organizations many women experience gender bias that make it difficult for women to sustain in the field of college sport (Diehl et al., 2020; Hardin et al., 2022). Thus, this study used Diehl et al. (2020)’s gender bias framework and intersectionality to give voice and tell the stories of early-career professors specializing in sport. Specifically, this work seeks to highlight the greater system and power dynamic embedded within higher education and how women navigate this system. Using autoethnographic methodology, researchers journaled about their experiences related to the five components of gender bias (i.e., male privilege, disproportionate constraints, devaluation, insufficient support, and hostility), highlighting a collaborative autoethnography wherein by those have undergone a similar phenomenon recount and report collectively (Reyes et al., 2020). Data will be analyzed, and archetypes will be presented with implications for the field.

	Mandy Barefoot:
Sport as culture:  Rethinking sport industry segmentation through the lens of cultural industries
	Currently, academic discourse groups sport industry segments based on the athlete or participant population. The most basic division separates the industry into professional, collegiate, and interscholastic/youth sport segments. This grouping applies well to some crucial areas of sport management, especially governance.  However, the utility of this segmentation scheme can feel limiting when exploring how patrons interact with sport on a mass scale in ways that contribute to our shared understanding of the cultural impacts of sport consumption. 
This project applies the definition of a “cultural industry” to reframe sport industry segmentation that distinctly bisects our current grouping of sport industry segments in academic discourse.  The varying definitions of cultural industries all stem from the Marxist-informed work of Horkheimer and Adorno in their critique of the role of mass media in disseminating performative works. While “cultural industry” and “creative industry” are often used synonymously, a vital distinction appears in the original intent of Horkheimer and Adorno’s critique:  the use of mass communication channels as part of the commercialization of artistic works and live events. Their definition binds media to the commodification of live performance through commercialization.

	Nick Davidson:   
Punches, Piledrivers, and Pride: A Case Study into Professional Wrestling and its Celebration of the LGBTQ+ Community
	Professional sports and their corresponding major leagues, while making public efforts to support LGBTQ+ communities, still have an unquestionable way to go in terms of public representation, acceptance, and inclusion of members of these groups. Amongst these professional sport leagues, is perhaps an unthought of arguable leader in terms of representation, acceptance, and inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community that has seen its engagement with the LGBTQ+ community grow exponentially over the course of the last decade. Professional wrestling being the sport referred to, has seen major companies such as All Elite Wrestling (AEW) and World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) both show public support for LGBTQ+ communities as well as having several open members of these communities wrestling on their rosters.Within this case study, students will explore how and why professional wrestling has grown from its spotted history of homophobic and misogynist thematic presentations to an unheralded leader in creating an inclusive environment for people of the LGBTQ+ community in sport. In doing so, students will analyze how on a broader level professional sport leagues can continue to not just support the LGBTQ+ population, but also create spaces of representation for the LGBTQ+ population.
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	Hokeun Choi:
Underrepresentation of Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) Sports Medicine Practitioners in Elite Sport
	The elite athlete population in the United States has become increasingly diverse in terms of racial identity. Although Black, Indigenous and people of color (BIPOC) athletes are increasingly represented in United States’ elite sporting competitions, BIPOC sports medicine practitioners continue to be underrepresented. This study investigated the factors BIPOC sports medicine practitioners in elite sport perceive to be contributing to their underrepresentation. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with eight BIPOC sports medicine practitioners in intercollegiate athletics and professional sport in the United States. Thematic analysis informed by Critical Race Theory was used in the analysis of interview data. BIPOC sports medicine practitioners perceived their underrepresentation to be due to: 1) white hegemony; 2) ignorance of biases and White privilege that leads to the othering of BIPOC practitioners; and 3) network-based hiring practices favoring White individuals. Although diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives may be beneficial in prompting individuals to embrace diversity, it also has the potential to other non-White individuals. Therefore, initiatives seeking to increase BIPOC sports medicine practitioner representation in elite sport should challenge white hegemony through institutional change in health and sport-related professions. This study interrogates strategies toward anti-racism in the field of sports medicine in the United States.

	Demetrius Pearson:
Trail Riding: A Nostalgic Sociocultural and Historical Sport-related Pastime
	This presentation highlights trail riding which is a rodeo-related pastime reminiscent of the 19th century migration across the American western plains. From a sociocultural and historical perspective, trail riding is most epitomized by the annual Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo’s Go Texan Day and Parade, whereby trail riding associations throughout Texas converge on Houston to celebrate the largest rodeo in the world. This nostalgic ritual has gained considerable attention throughout the United States. Since 1952, western culture enthusiasts have participated in this event which may last two weeks and cover over 350 miles. New York Times beat writer Ralph Blumenthal (2004) noted the avidity, passion, and deference in “A Hummer Alongside a Horse? The Rodeo Must Be in Houston.” This sociocultural event was not always culturally diverse. The Prairie View Trailriders Association (PVTA), the oldest and largest African American trail riding association (Mack, 2001), established in 1957 has participated every year. However, their quest to participate was wrought with segregation and discriminatory treatment. Yet, they persevered and have been lauded for their community service and philanthropic endeavors. In 1986 the HLSR recognized them as the best trail ride for that year, the highest honor bestowed upon a trail riding organization.

	Moss Norman:

Engaging Kinesiology’s Excluded Others: Cleaving Space for a Non-Coercive Intercultural Dialogue
	Recent research has revealed kinesiology and physical education programs to reflect a profound lack of racial diversity at the faculty level and a culture of Eurocentrism and whiteness in teaching and research. In this presentation, we examine the Eurocentrism that characterizes kinesiology programs by sharing the findings from eighteen semi-structured interviews with Chinese-Canadian undergraduate students (n=10 women, n=8 men) enrolled in the Bachelor of Kinesiology (BKIN) degree program at The University of British Columbia (Vancouver, Canada). We argue that through ongoing and sometimes extremely subtle processes, Western/Enlightenment humanism and, more specifically, Western rationality, comes to occupy the hegemonic ‘core’ of kinesiology curricula, marginalizing other ways of knowing and doing health and movement, including Eastern philosophies and practices. Processes of continuously (re)securing the dominance of Western rationality are multiple and entangled and can be found in broader discursive regimes of Enlightenment humanism; learning resources (e.g., textbooks and other educational aids); in class-, lab- and tutorial- pedagogical practices; and even at the level of expectations and desires of the students themselves. It is our hope that exposing the processes by which Western rationality comes to appear as the natural, self-evident ‘core’ of BKIN is the first step in cleaving space for kinesiology’s Others, that is, those ways of knowing and doing health and movement that are not reducible to the “monologue of Western reason”.

	Jim Lusted:
Towards an anti-racist sports coaching practice
	A growing body of work has taken an interest in issues of 'race', ethnicity and racism in sport coaching contexts - particularly around the under-representation and exclusion of racially minoritised coaches in elite sport institutions. While it is increasingly recognised that the coach plays a crucial role in re-enforcing dominant discourses of 'race' and racism in sport, there is surprisingly little work done on what an anti-racist coaching practice might look like and how best to cultivate it among coaches. This presentation presents findings and analysis from a project commissioned by a prominent elite sport organisation in England which sought to identify a good-practice guide towards an anti-racist coaching practice. The project interviewed over 30 coaches and coach developers and has drawn upon the mature body of work on anti-racist pedagogy and education (including asset-based pedagogies such as culturally relevant pedagogy) to help shape some core principles of anti-racist coaching practice. The presentation explores these core principles while also reflecting on the likely barriers and institutional constraints that could hinder the cultivation of anti-racist coaching practice in elite sport settings.


	Session 5B: Sport and the Urban Spaces of Spectacle

	Casey Schreiber:

Saints in the Broken City: urban sports narratives from New Orleans
	This presentation celebrates the 2023 NASSS host city of New Orleans by showcasing findings from a career-long research agenda on sports in New Orleans. With a particular focus on Saints football, this research was the first to explore the team’s role in rebuilding the city following Hurricane Katrina. Telling the story of Saints football in New Orleans is a way to understand the larger social, political and economic conditions during pivotal moments of the city’s history. The narrative of community recovery and cohesion crafted by Saints fans transcends racial divides and illustrates the relationship between professional sports and the American city. The author will share moments from her book, Saints in the Broken City: football, fandom and urban renewal in post-Katrina New Orleans. Narratives of renewal, city race relations, and urban identities become repetitive themes interwoven within the story of football. This work presents spaces of sports fandom as places of empowerment to rethink differences where sport embodies constructions of race, urban place and identity.

	Michael Giardina:
The Emergence of a Sporting Oasis: The Spectacle of Urban Transformation in Las Vegas
	The Las Vegas Grand Prix. The MGM Sphere. A potential relocation site for the Oakland A’s. All major developments for Las Vegas, Nevada—and that’s just in the second half of 2023 alone. Looking more broadly, Las Vegas has gone from a virtual sporting desert (save for sites of sports betting) to one that hosts the reigning Stanley Cup Champions (Vegas Golden Knights), a relocated NFL team (Las Vegas Raiders), and a relocated WNBA team (Las Vegas Aces). The leveraging of professional sports as a pivotal catalyst for urban regeneration in the city is part of a larger shift over the last decade that has aimed to transition Las Vegas from a city predominantly centered around gambling and gaming-adjacent entertainment offerings (i.e., themed hotels, music acts, and tourist fare) to one that is more diverse and multifaceted. Driven by a complicated if not competing collaboration between public and private sectors, political figures, and billionaire investors, Las Vegas is now a key site in the North American professional sports nexus. Through the use of ethnography and media analysis, in this paper I look at the evolving cultural practices, fan cultures, and collective experiences and reimaginings in Las Vegas that constructs and reconfigures the city’s identity through the prism of sporting spectacle. More specifically, I focus on the role these spectacles play in shaping narratives of ‘urban transformation’ in the city, both locally and on a global stage.

	Stephen Shin:
New Tennessee Titans Stadium and Urban Development
	Nashville has become one of the popular tourist destinations in the United States with country music and sport including professional teams and intercollegiate athletics. Nashville approved a historic $2.1 billion agreement to build a new state-of-the-art domed stadium for the Tennessee Titans on underdeveloped Metro-land along the East Bank of the Cumberland River. The new stadium will continue to serve as the home of the Titans and host sporting, entertainment, and music events. The deal includes at least $1.26 billion in public funding which will be the largest public financing for a stadium in U.S. history. On the Metro Nashville Council's final approval, the new Stadium is expected to catalyze the East Bank area into a vital zone that includes entertainment venues, retail and commercial properties, restaurants, and residential areas. It would be a major undertaking with the possibility to boost the economy and urban development in the region. This presentation will include Titans’ plan prioritizing local businesses, labor, and goods in vendor contracts and construction as well as the ONE Community program connected with nonprofits and civic organizations for Nashville’s underserved communities.

	Michael Friedman:
Sport and the Future of the Spectacular City
	As the Covid-19 epidemic changed the spatial dimensions of work, reduced utilization of and demand for commercial office space, and adversely impacted businesses reliant on patronage from office workers, many people are concerned that cities will once again enter spirals of decay as rising commercial vacancy rates lead to reduced property values, increased loan defaults and declines in tax receipts.  Facing these challenges, civic leaders have begun to reimagine the nature of the urban landscape and reconsider land use patterns, which offer the potential for substantial transformations in urban life.  This presentation considers the potential role of sport venues and events within the emerging wave of urban redevelopment in two ways: first, by examining how spectator sports have been used in the post-Fordist transformation of cities from spaces of production into places for consumption; and, second, by discussing development trends in which civic leaders have given team owners and event organizers greater responsibility and control over redevelopment activities.


	Session 5C: Community Development Within Physical Culture

	Jasmine Lew:
Learning to Lead: An Embodied Decolonial Approach to Empowering Racialized Womxn in Physical Cultures and Leadership
	Racialized womxn's experiences in fitness, sport, and physical cultures receive insufficient attention, and research on leadership neglects their stories, voices, and knowledges. This project aims to address this gap by exploring the relationships between identity, recreational movement, and leadership, delving into meaning-making through participation in a university program for racialized womxn called Learning to Lead (LTL). In this 8-week program, instructors combine dialogue and physical activity as transformative practices of community-building, self-care, and empowerment. This project utilizes an Embodied Decolonial Thought approach, which recognizes the body as the ground from which experiences emerge and encompasses the complex intersections of identities and oppressions that shape our experiences. Combining embodiment frameworks and decolonial thinking creates space to center the narratives of racialized womxn, uncovering and dismantling underlying colonial processes that perpetuate oppression and developing strategies of resistance, resurgence, and restoration. Drawing from the 2021 pilot of LTL, the presenter will share valuable insights into the intersectional experiences of racialized womxn in relation to recreation movement and leadership. By fostering community, resilience and agency among racialized womxn, this research contributes to the broader calls for recognizing and addressing the unique needs and experiences of racialized womxn in physical cultures and leadership development.

	You Li:
Transforming the fortune through sport? A narrative inquiry into the media stories and life experiences of ‘the creek soccer star’ in China
	Sport is often deemed a viable pathway for marginalized youth to make better futures, drawing substantial attention from academic fields such as sport-for-development (SfD). This narrative inquiry looked into a recent story of ‘the creek soccer star’ from rural China, whose viral media accounts aroused public interest regarding how underprivileged minority youngsters could channel a ‘way out’ of soccer. Taking the position of a story analyst, two threads of storylines (media and corporeal) were compared by scrutinizing data collected from news coverages, cyberspace comments, ethnographic fieldwork, and semi-structured interviews. Informed by two master narratives of ‘the saviours of Chinese men’s national team’ and ‘better not challenge people’s profession with your avocation’, a narrative conflict was uncovered in the media storyline where the protagonist had to play a public persona who failed his dream to go pro but received wide accolades. The life experiences shared by himself, however, revealed a rather humble and grounded route in which he lived to probe opportunities for education, social networking and employment through soccer. This study concluded with critical reflections on the feasibility and limitations of pivoting better livelihoods through sport for disadvantaged youth within a cultural sphere suffused with neoliberal and utilitarian beliefs.

	Xinglin Cai:
Research on the Influencing Factors and Improvement Path of Urban Public Sports Service Quality Based on Quality Management Theory
	The study of public service quality management began in the 20th century with the "New Public Management Movement". Public service quality has gradually become a new reference element for measuring government functions and has been widely used in various fields of public service quality. The process and results of service quality provision of the organization have direct or indirect influence factors on the quality of public sports services.
 In this paper, based on the quality management theory, 560 questionnaires were selected from City C, China, in which four primary indicators - venue facilities, supporting services, organizational activities and financial inputs - and 16 secondary indicators were set for analysis. The results show that the factors influencing the quality of urban public sports services are, in order, venue facilities (30.66%), supporting services (30.32%), financial input (19.73%), and organizational activities (19.29%). This paper suggests that cities should strengthen the construction and maintenance of sports venues and facilities, improve operational efficiency, and expand openness; continuously optimize the multifaceted design of supporting services, improve intelligent services, increase the configuration of intelligent infrastructure for public sports services, and promote the intelligence of people's fitness data; enrich the content of organizational activities, and highlight the function of sports influence; and increase the government's financial investment to improve the efficiency and efficiency of public sports services.

	Aish Ravi:
Exploring the lived experience of women football coaches in Australia
	Women coaches are underrepresented in both community and elite settings. This presentation will share women’s experiences of coaching within a traditionally male dominated environment, including their experiences of coach education. The data presented illustrates the ongoing structural and cultural constraints women coaches experience within football. Findings suggest that women encounter ongoing sexism that intersects with homophobia, ageism and racism, and leads to many coaches becoming disillusioned and isolated. Greater attention needs to be focused on improving cultures within football clubs at both community and elite environments that recognize and support the capabilities and strengths diverse women coaches provide.


	Session 5D: Making Things Unworkable: The Bodily Experiences of LGBTQI+ Issues in Sport

	Janeanne Levenstein:

Theorizing a “Sporting Body without Organs”: Toward Un/Gendered Assemblages
	As of May 2023, twenty-four US states have restricted or outright banned the participation of transgender, nonbinary, and intersex athletes (GLSEN 2023; Transathlete 2023). Rather than engaging in a tired (and yet still crucially necessary) critique of these sports policies, what I am interested in here is a queering of sport, sex, and gender that eschews the obsession over delimiting categories of belonging/unbelonging that underlie these policies. Instead, drawing on new materialist onto-epistemologies, I ask: what happens when we focus on the material experiences of sporting bodies? How could a consideration of bodies as always becoming with and alongside the material objects that cohere in athletic movement shift the ‘trans inclusion question’ away from biological determinism? What fleeting assemblages come together in sporting contexts? To address these questions, I take up Deleuze and Guattari’s (1987) call to “find your body without organs” and offer a necessarily incomplete theorization of a sporting body without organs, within which the organizing principle of sex/gender is destabilized, and the normative boundaries of bodily integrity are reworked (151). I do so through a synthetic retelling of my own un/Gendered dis/embodied assemblages with other human and nonhuman bodies in motion in the sport of ultimate frisbee.

	Ali Greey:
Trans Girls and Women Belong in Sport
	Despite the paucity of studies investigating whether trans girls and women have a competitive over their cisgender counterparts (Jones et al., 2017; Jones et al., 2020), the participation of trans people in women’s sport has been proclaimed as heralding the demise of women’s sports. A discourse of fairness is regularly employed to justify the exclusion of trans women and girls from sport, an exclusion which is not only physically, emotionally, and socially injurious, but also deeply unjust. Although the concept of fairness is linked to many premises – such as justice and inclusion – debates regarding the participation of trans women and girl in sport rely on a solitary premise of fairness: physiological equivalency. In this presentation, I examine the concept of physiological equivalency, pointing to the assumptions and contradictions within its logic. I argue that, rather than physiological equivalency, fairness in sport is better premised upon Gleaves and Lehrbach’s (2016) concept of gendered narratives: the stories we tell ourselves about ourselves, through sport. Sport infuses our collective imaginary of gendered possibilities. To deny trans people the ability to participate in competitive sport, not only excludes them from full participation in the public sphere, it also diminishes our collective imaginary of gendered possibilities.

	Anna Baeth:
Softer when Applied to Women, Harder when Applied to Men, Hardest when Applied to Transgender Women: Mediated, Essentialist Narratives of Athletes in 2021
	Despite the reality that trans(gender) people make up less than 1% of all sport participants, disproportionate, radical, and politicized media attention to trans athletes has emerged in the United States in the last three years. Analyzing a sample of online media articles published in 2021 using poststructural feminist approaches, we found cisgender and trans athletes were framed through lenses of essentialism. Building upon Messner’s (2011) framework, we contend essentialism was softer when applied to cis women, harder when applied to cis men, and hardest when applied to trans women athletes in the 2021 media. These overlapping and dynamic lenses of essentialism (what we call contemporary multiplicative essentialisms) reveal how athletes face different levels of privilege and oppression based on their gender identities. We suggest these applications of essentialism reinforce cisgender heteropatriarchy in sport such that cis men maintain the highest level of privilege and power, leading not only to an ostracization of trans athletes but to the reinforcement of systems that harm all athletes. Finally, we offer antiessentialist narratives as a possible alternative to mediating gender identity in sport.


	Session 5E: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Joel Cormier:

Welcome to the Family- Who’s your Daddy? Recruitment of College Athletes
	As the professional sport model focused on winning dominates college sport (the “pro-llegiate” sport model), the recruitment of highly skilled athletes is a central focus for many Division I programs. Athlete recruitment and retention, which often involves the use of the word “Family” as part of the social media strategy (i.e. “Welcome to the Family”), creates many questions that this presentation will focus on. What is “family” in this culture supposed to mean? Is it a term to make athletes feel like they are part of something special or is a word used so that they will be less likely to transfer to another program after their enrollment? In this type of a program, does the head coach represent the patriarchal figurehead? Despite the progress made, there is a large proportion of these coaches and the athletes they lead that may also involve other power dynamics including race and ethnicity. This presentation will involve some exploratory qualitative research looking at the dynamics of family, coaching, and race in college athletics.

	Despina Evangelopoulos:
Why are they leaving?: A case study into the experiences of Division I Men’s Basketball athletes who enter the transfer portal
	Historically, transfer rules within the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) have been prohibitive, limiting the autonomy of college athletes. In recent years, the NCAA introduced the transfer portal which does not require athletes to notify their current program when they transfer or necessitate they sit out a year the first time they transfer (Pfifer et al., 2021). The process and culture around transferring has changed drastically, prompting further exploration into the movement between schools and conferences. This case study employed a qualitative thematic analysis to uncover the experiences of Division I Men’s Basketball athletes from one university who entered the transfer portal and left, following the 2021-2022 season. Semi-structured interviews were conducted, examining team cultures, relationships with staff and teammates, and indicators of biopsychosocial well-being of these athletes. Follow-up interviews were conducted with participants after the 2022-2023 season at their new institutions. Questions centered around the transition process, development of new relationships (teammates, coaches), along with identity on campus as a Black college athlete. Themes of college basketball as a business, the importance of communication in player-coach relationships, and acknowledgement of players’ “on-the-court” role on their team in addition to others are addressed. Theoretical and practical implications will be discussed.

	Chris Coker:

Fourth Down & Millions with Time Running Out!: Can Small Colleges Afford to Keep Football by 2050?
	Football is a vital component of college and university athletic departments at all levels, including NCAA Division I, NCAA Division II, NCAA Division III, and NAIA. Regardless of intercollegiate athletics level, fall gameday Saturdays provide universities and colleges the opportunity to use college football as the front porch of the university. This includes tailgating experiences, homecoming ceremonies, class reunions, and university and athletic recruiting opportunities. For non-NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) schools, football is used as a university admission magnet to attract and boost student enrollment. Post-COVID-19 effects, higher education enrollment challenges, and rising real-world costs are all threatening universities’ sponsoring football due to overall university finances. This session will focus on  “Is the current format of eleven-man tackle football sustainable for non-FBS institutions over the next 25 years?” Results will be explored from NCAA DI FCS, NCAA DII, NCAA DIII, and NAIA senior-level intercollegiate administrators, showing that there is considerable concern for the future of college football outside the NCAA Division I FBS. Results will detail the overall sustainability concerns of the targeted population on the future of college football at their current university or college.

	Robert Case:
NIL, Transfer Portal, Conference Expansion, and Academic Clustering: The Athletic Snowball Continues
	College athletics is undergoing tremendous changes.  The amateur athlete in Division 1 college sports has all but disappeared with the possibility of NIL money.  The transfer portal is allowing athletes to move to other universities with the hopes of “cashing in” on greater athletic opportunities.  Colleges are joining different athletic conferences with the lure of television money.  The pressure to maintain student-athlete eligibility and continue some form of academic clustering is magnified even further due to the current state of Division I college athletics.  The pressure to win and recruit top athletes is greater than ever before. The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the current state of Division I college athletics and to describe the role that various forms of academic clustering play in helping to maintain the eligibility of selected Division I college athletes. Past and present academic clustering studies and research directions will be examined and recommendations for future research discussed.


	Session 5F: Teaching Sport Studies 1

	Wib Leonard:
Pedagogical Themes in Teaching the Sociology of Sport
	The sociology of sport encompasses a wide variety of specific topics stemming from the nature of sociology.  To reduce this wide array of topical areas several key themes pervade this presentation: (1) sport is a social institution worthy of sociological examination like the more traditional institutions of marriage/family, polity, economy, religion, law, health/medicine, science, and education; (2) sport is a microcosm of the larger society, that is, it can neither be isolated nor insulated from broader social currents and it reflects and reinforces the dominant ideology; (3) there exists numerous institutional interconnections among the basic institutions of a society, and changes in one institutional sector of society reverberate into other institutional spheres; (4)  issues of male dominance vs. LGBTQIA+; and (5) both the negative (i.e., the muckraker role) and positive aspects (i. e., the patriotic role) of sport in society will be featured.

	Andrew Guest:
Teaching Toward Thinking Fandom: A Liberal Arts Approach to Sport Sociology
	This presentation will discuss ways of teaching sport related courses that can enhance a liberal arts mission to cultivate broad thinking, constructive problem solving, and lives of inquiry. Drawing on experiences teaching and designing interdisciplinary undergraduate courses on sport and global mega-events such as the soccer World Cup, the argument will focus on complementary alternatives to a “critical thinking” focus that sometimes risks turning off students who have a deep personal investment in the positive aspects of sport. Instead, while acknowledging that critique is an essential skill for students of sport sociology, the presentation will offer frameworks of thinking fandom and generous thinking as conceptual approaches to engaging undergraduates in developmentally opportune ways. These frameworks may be helpful in course design and curriculum development, offering a constructive middle ground between more vocational sport management and more theoretical sociological approaches to teaching.

	Phil Hatlem:
Teaching Sport Studies to Sport Business students: A Case Study 
	Teaching Sport Studies subjects in a Sport Business major can present unique challenges.  Students may wish to emphasize business knowledge and not be open to understanding the humanities aspects of the profession they plan to pursue. One way to use a Sport Studies course in the business major is to include the skills future business practitioners will need to excel.  One of these skills is teamwork.  Given the nearly universal use of workplace teams in U.S. businesses, perhaps no skill is more important for business students (Hobson et.al, 2014). However, despite the documented benefits of participating in group projects, a considerable number of business students tend to express negative opinions about being assigned to participate in group activities (Hamer & O'Keefe, 2013).  Thus, our challenge is to design a group project that is both skill enhancing and appealing to the Sport Business students. This presentation will describe one such group project in a Sport Governance course.  Students work in pairs to examine the governance of sport in a particular country they select.  The presentation will show the assignment requirements, suggested strategies provided to the students, and a look at some resulting work.

	Ashley Ryder:
Visualizing Learning: Concept Mapping as a Transformative Tool For In-Class Semester Review
	Experiential learning has been identified by COSMA as a fundamental aspect of sport management. Experiential learning is the process of learning by doing. Experiential learning opportunities within sport management programs have frequently been constrained to obligatory internships, limiting the scope of hands-on learning experiences within the classroom. Therefore, the objective of this abstract is to examine a method (i.e., concept mapping) faculty can employ as experiential learning practices in their teaching approaches.  Concept maps are widely recognized as a powerful tool for visualized learning, aiding learners in the identification of concepts, topics, ideas, and their interconnectedness. This approach allows for the systematic organization of ideas, establishing meaningful relationships among concepts and promoting a deeper understanding of the information. Through the organization and comprehension of information, concept maps facilitate significant learning by enabling learners to construct new meanings and insights. This process aids students with communicating complex ideas, assessing knowledge, and exploring the intersectionality of class material. While this can be used as an assessment tool – this presentation will focus on utilizing concept mapping as a group learning exercise end of semester review activity. Direction, examples, and lessons learned will be provided in the presentation.


	Session 6A: Challenging Settler Colonialism in Sport and Physical Culture – VIRTUAL

	Britta Peterson:
Exploring the Intersections of Indigeneity, Motherhood, and Elite Sport – VIRTUAL
	While scholars have theorized the complexities of navigating motherhood and elite sport participation (Darroch & Giles, 2017; Palmer & Leberman, 2009), there has been little discussion surrounding how cultural expectations of motherhood impact elite athletes’ sport participation. This intersection is important to explore as more elite athletes in North America participate as mothers (Darroch et al., 2022). Yet, these elements have been under-theorized in conjunction with diverse racial and ethnic nuances of motherhood (Palmer & Leberman, 2009). Specifically, within a “Canadian” (stolen land) context, Indigenous women’s voices have been excluded in conversations on elite sport (Hall, 2013). Furthermore, Nelson et al. (2022) acknowledged that while there is no central pan-Indigenous definition of motherhood, “realities of Indigenous motherhood have been and continue to be impacted by settler colonialism” (p. 4), which in turn may influence their ability to engage in elite sport in a safe fashion. As such, in this presentation and supported by the third authors’ lived experiences, we will engage with Indigenous understandings of motherhood and contribute to broader discussions about the strength and well-being of Indigenous women (McGuire-Adams, 2020) as they participate in sport.

	Zeana Hamdonah:
Indigenous Dance, Cultural Continuity, and Resistance: A Netnographic Analysis of Palestinian Dabke in the Diaspora – VIRTUAL
	Grappling with the structural erasure and appropriation of their land, culture, history, and tradition imposed by the settler state, Palestinians have adapted traditional cultural elements to further their nationalist aspirations and assert their rights as Palestine’s Indigenous people. In the diaspora, Palestinians practice and perform the dabke, a Levantine folkdance, as a tool of anti-colonial memory maintenance and knowledge transfer. Dabke in the diaspora is a cultural emblem that protects Palestinian personhood. In this context, the dabke has been (re)shaped to keep up with the invasive nature of settler colonialism, by evolving to protect indigeneity, resist imagined settler geographies, and represent an embodied landmark of Palestinian existence and history. The authors examine the digital platforms of a diasporic dabke dance academy in Ontario, Canada, highlighting the innovations of using social media to broadcast the teachings and performance of dabke while promoting Palestinian cultural continuity against settler colonialism. We employ the theoretical framework of sumud, a specifically Palestinian mode of steadfast anti-colonial being/becoming to explain that the performance of dance, and the subsequent broadcasting via digital social media platforms is an innovative approach to counter settler colonialism. Cultural and community leaders such as dancers, teachers, and choreographers celebrate Palestinian resilience, resistance, and restoration, while mobilizing global solidarities through social media and dance.

	Jason Laurendeau:

A “celebration and connection to culture through hockey”: Belonging and world-building through the Indigenous Girls Hockey Program
	In this presentation, I draw on an oral history interview with Ryan Francis, hockey and community organizer in Mi’kma’ki (on lands claimed by Nova Scotia, Canada). Drawing on Francis’ story, I interrogate the power of belonging in sport as a vital refusal of the settler colonial project. I consider Francis’ experiences as a Mi’kmaw athlete, the (dis)connection he experienced in and through youth sport, and his passion for community building through sport and physical activity. Furthermore, I take up the Indigenous Girls Hockey Program (IGHP), an initiative Francis conceived to hold space for Indigenous women and girls to connect to culture via sporting experiences. I theorize the IGHP as a vital space of Indigenous resurgence and world-building.


	Session 6B: Resistance to anti-racism, and international college athletics, in the academy

	Fabio Felli:

Brain Gain: NCAA DIII International College Athletes' Recruitment to U.S. HEIs
	This study examines the recruitment of international college athletes (ICAs) at National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III (DIII) institutions to understand the experience of this population and how U.S. society is influenced by and/or benefits from ICAs intellectual capital. Drawing on theories such as world-systems theory and transnationalism, we interview current and former NCAA DIII ICAs as well as Higher Education Institutions’ (HEIs) staff (e.g., coaches and administrators) who possess information about the bureaucratic mechanisms that relate to the recruitment of ICAs to the U.S. At the NCAA DIII level, 75% of athletes receive some sort of aid (NCAA 2023), however, athletic scholarships are not offered. Given this, the recruitment process for NCAA DIII ICAs, compared to DI and DII, differs greatly. This study will add to the limited research on ICAs at NCAA DIII institutions and critically examine the recruitment of NCAA DIII ICAs and its peculiarities to understand the way the U.S. “gains brains” through the U.S. collegiate sport system.

	Kirsten Hextrum:
How International College Athletes Acquire and Deploy Capital to Navigate American Athletic Recruitment Process
	International college athletes (ICAs) represent a growing population in the US, yet their recruitment pathways remain understudied. Bourdieu posits that individuals accumulate different forms of capital, including economic, social, and cultural, which they can use to gain access to resources and opportunities. US athletic recruitment may require ICAs obtain different forms of capital than their domestic counterparts such as knowledge of American college sports, fluency in English, and connections with American coaches. We apply Bourdieu’s capital exchange theory to 22 semi-structured interviews with ICAs from 17 countries and examine how Division I ICAs acquire and deploy forms of capital to navigate American athletic recruitment. Findings uncovered a bureaucratic field unfolding across international athletic organizations, higher education, athletic departments, and teams each with unique standards, requirements, and assessment measures. ICAs from North America and Europe with English language proficiency were best positioned for recruitment. These participants were most likely white and had robust international connections, desirable athletic skills, experience in varied global sport and educational systems, and higher parental income. These participants learned the “rules of the game”—effective strategies to maximize their capital investments—and had smoother US recruitment experiences.

	Tori Justin:
Anti-Blackness in Kinesiology: Moving Us Forward
	Currently, the National Academy of Kinesiology (NAK) is striving to create a socially just kinesiology. The NAK call to action is informed, in part, by an emergent body of scholarship that examines how dominant approaches in kinesiology often discount the importance of developing anti-racist, critical, and equitable pedagogy. While this scholarship brings attention to kinesiology’s centering of whiteness and the persistent stereotyping of (in)active Black bodies, what is missing is an examination of how anti-Black explanations of corporeality manifest in kinesiology. In this project, I address this gap by conducting semi-structured open-ended interviews (n=10) with current and former Black women graduate students in kinesiology, examining how participants experience pedagogical spaces of kinesiology departments with a focus on the specific ways that these spaces (re)produce a monocultural and ahistorical approach to knowing the (in)active body. I will present preliminary findings that may be used to inform inclusive strategies in kinesiology departments.

	Ronald Mower:
Beyond the invisible knapsack: Taking seriously the role of emotions in anti-racist advocacy
	As the session title, ‘Adopting anti-racist strategies in the academy’, suggests, there are often varied degrees of institutional resistance to pedagogies, practices, and policies aimed at the mitigation of anti-Black racism. Operating under the rouse of ‘colorblindness’ and bolstered by broader nationalistic discourse of the ‘anti-woke’ agenda, many of the same eugenicist, racial biological, and white supremacist ideas of the not-too-distant past are resurfacing within the post-BLM/Covid/Floyd ‘culture wars’ to dramatic and polarizing effect. Amidst book-bans, anti-CRT legislation, and most recently, the Florida Governor’s blatant and dangerously revisionist changes to the African American history curriculum (teaching that, for example, enslaved Africans actually benefited from slavery through the learning of trades/skills), the intensifying wave of anti-Black attitudes across the US can once again be traced back to the battleground of education. As an anti-racist educator, DEIA chair, social justice organizer, and scholar of race, sport, and American society, this presentation draws from my experiences in DEIA policy advocacy, classroom teaching, and the beginnings of a qualitative study about the hidden role of emotions in racialized encounters—following Eduardo Bonilla-Silva’s call to take emotions more seriously as a factor of material and discursive influence.


	Session 6C: Critical Approaches to Athlete Health

	Kaitlyn Seow:
“As Long as it’s Free”: Exploring Racialized Immigrants’ Experiences of ACL Rehabilitation and Sports Medicine
	In Canada, provinces cover the costs of anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction surgeries. However, there are numerous hidden barriers to accessing this intervention. Out-of-pocket costs can include transportation to and from appointments, prescriptions of pain medications and assistive devices, and treatment by allied health professionals. Thus, even though the surgery itself is covered by universal health coverage, additional and often hidden costs create inequalities in the system that enable only certain people to thoroughly commit to the rehabilitation protocols for the optimal six months to a year recommended by various sport medicine clinics. Furthermore, without cultural and social capital to navigate the system, patients are often put through an assembly line like process with little to no alternatives for rehabilitation. As such, my project takes an intersectional approach to examining the experiences of individuals who have torn their ACL, drawing in part on my experiences as a female, second-generation, racialized immigrant who tore her ACL, underwent ACL reconstruction surgery, and re-tore her surgical graft within a year. Therefore, I enter and bring my own experiences and expertise by using ACL injuries as a pathway to bigger issues of race and immigration in Canadian sports medicine because understanding the unmet rehabilitative needs of racialized immigrants is important in order to plan effective interventions to minimize allied health inequities as they traverse public and private health care.

	Eva Rubin:
Damar Hamlin and the machine: A critical discourse analysis of health, humanity, and consumerism in the National Football League
	Contextualized against longstanding health-compromising norms in the National Football League, this project provides a Foucauldian critical discourse analysis of the NFL’s response to 25-year-old Buffalo Bills player Damar Hamlin’s in-game cardiac arrest suffered on January 2, 2023. Forty-five minutes of ESPN coverage beginning immediately after Damar’s emergency were analyzed, including the video footage and transcripts, which act as a sub-sample of a larger national response. Using panoptic (Foucault, 1994) and oligoptic (Latour, 2005; Giulianotti, 2015) surveillance frameworks, I identify relevant oligoptic groups and evaluate their responses to Damar Hamlin’s emergency according to whether they were conducive or counter to resuming the production of the NFL’s entertainment product. Using a-priori codes for responses that demonstrated resistance and/or authority, multimodal analyses of game footage and transcripts yielded two additional themes: voyeurism logic in sport and the sport-morbidity connection. These were analyzed to assess which groups were engaging in behavior conducive or counter to the NFL machine, and what these responses reflect about the longstanding issue of health and morbidity in the NFL. Based on the identified themes, this paper suggests the need for a more refined understanding of the sport and NFL-specific mechanisms used to maintain a culture of inevitable morbidity.

	Hannah Kloetzer:

Developing a Holistic Model of Care for Athletes: A Conceptual Study
	Due to recent athlete advocacy and changing organizational policy, sport organizations need to implement policies and procedures to meet the mental health needs of athletes. It is widely acknowledged in literature that a holistic approach to mental health, which considers an athlete’s mental, spiritual, and physical well-being, is the most effective care model (e.g., Beasley, et al., 2021; Berg & Warner, 2019; Waller et al., 2016). Yet, the sport industry lacks a practical and interprofessional model of care that encapsulates holistic wellness of athletes on an individual and systematic level. Thus, athlete healthcare delivery needs to be addressed (Barkley et al., 2018). To fill this gap in research, this conceptual study reviews the strengths and limitations of eight different evidence-based healthcare models (i.e., standard mental health care, injury prevention) to understand what an empirically-based, athlete-specific holistic model of care could look like. We find that all models take an individualistic approach, which does not consider systemic issues. Further, we argue that there is no implementation of these models that can easily be adapted to the setup of sport organizations (i.e., athletic department). Taking these critiques, we propose a holistic athlete model of care that emphasizes an interprofessional, athlete-centered, collaborative approach.


	Session 6D: Sociology of Sport Coaching 1

	Jack Griffiths:
Flipping technology and giving voice: a pilot study
	Coach–athlete relationships (CARs) and using technologies are centrally important to coaching. Technology improves the information coaches use to advance their athletes and, by extension, promotes feedback aimed to boost development and performance. Yet on deeper examination, technology may also impede CARs because of the excessive levels of monitoring and control. Using a post-structural stance to re-imagine coaching practices, we flipped technology, not to control athletes but to give them a voice. We trialled our technological intervention with one soccer team and interviewed the coach and a sample of players about their experiences using the intervention. Our Foucauldian analysis revealed significant changes in the CARs with the potential to boost communication, collaboration, reflection, learning, and development.

	Robert Lyons, Jr.:
The Deion Sanders Decision: HBCU or PWI?
	There have been many African-American athletes that throughout American history that have made significant social, cultural and economic impacts on our society. Muhammad Ali, Florence Griffith Joyner, Althea Gibson, Michael Jordan, Jackie Robinson, Tiger Woods just to name a few! These athletes have blazed trails racially, created economic growth engines and positively changed the way many non-Blacks view African Americans. Recently, another socio-economic and cultural phenomenon has in some ways confounded the way in which Black loyalty, identity and economics are measured. National Football League Hall of Famer and former head football coach of Jackson State University [a Historically Black University] Deion Sanders made a significant and positive impact on JSU football that increased JSU's notoriety, fan attendance and athletic revenue. After a successful three year stint at JSU, Sanders decided to leave JSU and accept the head coaching job at the University of Colorado a PWI, thus setting off a major controversy surround Black's loyalty to HBCU's. In this presentation, we will examine the effect that coach Sanders has had on both JSU and CU football programs. In addition, we will explore the impact, controversies and social constraints that were a result of Sander's decision to leave JSU.

	Jennifer LaVoie:
The Male Gaze and Women’s Sports Identity: Male Authorship of the Female Experience
	The male gaze “construes women subjectively, according to stereotyped cognitions which harmonise with the expectations of the male reader [viewer]” (Brandt, 2005, p. 235) . This essay examines how the male gaze shapes women’s participation in sport and physical activity.  A brief historical retrospective with examples of how the male voice authored the ways in which women were allowed to compete gives way to contemporary examples in which the male gaze continues to influence women’s sport clothing and behavior, rules, policies, and coaching methods.   

Despite the improvements in women’s sport participation, men still have the lion's share of leadership positions in various sports authorities, which means they can literaly author how women compete.  Women are still held captive by the male gaze, which creates a dangerous feedback loop forcing some women to conform to the stereotypes supported by the wider culture.  

In recent years, women have found a voice to talk about their unique needs.  Whether it’s dark shorts so they can focus on competition during their menstrual cycle or wearing less revealing clothing on the handball court, women want to be seen as competent athletes and not as objectified sexual objects.

	Robin Pietryk:
Fostering Synergy: Unveiling Team Chemistry through the DISC Assessment
	The DISC assessment is a widely used psychological tool designed to analyze individual personality traits and behavioral tendencies. This presentation aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the DISC assessment, including its historical development, theoretical foundation, assessment process, applications in various contexts, and potential implications for personal and professional growth. By delving into the core concepts of Dominance, Influence (inspiring), Steadiness (supportive), and Conscientiousness (cautious), this paper seeks to offer a holistic understanding of how the DISC assessment contributes to enhancing self-awareness, communication, teamwork, and leadership skills. Additionally, this presentation explores the strengths and weaknesses of each quadrant, providing insights into how these traits influence behavior, communication, and interactions in various contexts. Lastly, the results of one team’s DISC assessment will be used to discuss how those personalities interact and effect that team’s chemistry and ultimately their success or failure.

	Joseph Herman II:
“It was just a temporary retirement”: Exploring the Master Narrative of Boomeranging Coaches in Big-Time American Football
	The lifespan of coaching in sport is perplexing, particularly in the NCAA’s Power 5 (P5) and the National Football League (NFL). Entering the 2021-22 season, the average P5 Head Coach’s (age: 44.2) average career span is 3.7 years and NFL Head Coach’s (age: 42.7) average career span is 4.35 years. For these middle adulthood men, is “retirement” the appropriate term for transitioning out of this career at prime age? Current scholarship explores coach burnout, nepotism, and discrimination in athletics. However, addressing the narratives of boomerang careers in coaching is sparse. This study’s focus is to analyze the available final press conferences and introduction press conferences of coaches that retired or were fired from P5 or NFL head coaching positions, exited coaching a minimum of 2 years, and returned to coaching as a Head Coach in the P5 or NFL since 2000. Ultimately, this analysis utilized master narrative as an analytical lens to assess the life course perspective of boomeranging for middle adulthood Head Coaches in P5 or the NFL. Recorded press conferences were analyzed using discourse analysis to explore the following research question: What perceived power and agency do coaches have in navigating exiting/re-entering the coaching role?


	Session 6E: Community development through sport and recreation

	Christine Dallaire:

Giving Back at the Arctic Winter Games : Connecting With and Contributing to the Community
	The Arctic Winter Games (AWG) are a biennial sport competition hosted in the circumpolar north (above the 55th parallel). They provide an opportunity for young developing athletes from northern regions around the world to compete while sharing cultural values. Former AWG participants often return as managers (e.g., board members), contingent leaders (e.g., Chefs de Mission) or young leaders (e.g., coaches) to "give back". We analyze the AWG experiences, shared through interviews, of five (5) managers, eight (8) contingent leaders, and six (6) young leaders, most of whom were former participants. Our conversations suggest that the AWG deviates from the "citius, altius, fortius” motto of many international sport competitions. They are a friendlier and more inclusive event that also engenders a sense of belonging by delineating Northerners as a unique group of people and a sense of pride that Northern peoples’ knowledge and practice of sport and culture (including Arctic Sport and Dene Games) is valued. While the notion of “community” is contested at times and while the Games reproduce some aspects common in major sports competitions, they ultimately provide hope that sport development activities can be reflexive and continually evolving, inclusive, and create a sense of belonging, even in this era where, increasingly, people feel marginalized (e.g., in mainstream sport systems) and disconnected from their communities.

	Jesse Couture:
Creating community, seeking camaraderie, and consuming together: An ethnographic study of the urban ‘run crew’ scene in Vancouver, B.C.
	Over the past three decades, a number of sport scholars have drawn attention to the ways that that running can be a meaningful part of people’s identities and that being a member of a running community can be both an identity-affirming experience and a fun community-building practice. In recent years, the emergence of the urban ‘run crew’ has had a profound influence on the landscape of many local running communities. Said to have originated in New York City, this movement of runners soon spread to other cities including London, Paris, and Chicago. Located at the southernmost tip of Canada’s west coast, the city of Vancouver is home to a thriving running community with some of the liveliest run crews in the nation. Drawing from findings yielded from a three-year ethnographic study of the run crew scene in Vancouver, in this presentation I highlight how runners make sense of their participation in these groups and discuss how run crews are often framed as an exciting and inclusive alternative to ‘traditional’ running clubs. I also reflect upon some the ways that this discernable trend in recreational running culture is often linked to consumption and consider the implications thereof with regard to fostering a sense of community amongst local runners.

	Devra Waldman:

Combating metabolic crisis through community development: The emergence of the privatized ‘sport city’ and the postcolonial politics of engineering healthy living environments
	Contemporary urban India is increasingly reckoning with a new metabolic crisis – with global and national health indexes listing the country as the ‘third fattest’ in the world, having the second highest prevalence of diabetes globally, and noting heart disease as the country’s leading killer. Alongside an explosion of self-help advice, fitness and dietary regimens, and a new wellness culture in metropolitan India, other interventions have been to create new privatized townships to offer an environmental solution and residential therapeutic for metabolic risk. In this presentation, I investigate the decision of Noida (in the National Capital Region) to acquire 2,800 hectares of land for six “sport cities” meant to house over a million middle/upper class residents as part of a city-wide campaign to market itself as the greenest, health-oriented city in India. Drawing from ongoing fieldwork, and grounded by postcolonial approaches to studying the body and the city, I show that these contemporary urban interventions to ‘fixing’ the metabolic crisis is linked the colonial project of using particular ideologies of sport and leisure to tame both the body and the landscape, and postcolonial community development practices that aim to purify the environment along class, caste, and racialized lines.

	Daniel Burdsey:
 “It’s a Brum Ting”: the 2022 Commonwealth Games and the possibilities of sporting sonic conviviality
	As the sun set over Birmingham on 8 August 2022, last year’s Commonwealth Games ended with an unprecedented spectacle in a British sports stadium. The closing ceremony comprised a celebration of a half-century’s worth of Black British and British Asian music from the city and the wider West Midlands region. This was in addition to the Games’ official and unofficial anthems (the latter used in the BBC’s coverage), which were both performed by local reggae bands. This paper seeks to understand the possibilities and limitations of these performances through an analysis of their cultural, political, temporal and spatial backgrounds and ramifications: within the lived relations of multiculture in the city of Birmingham; the (post)Empire connotations of the mega-event in which it occurred; the politics of Brexit, the “hostile environment”, and the government’s assault on asylum and refuge; and broader assemblages between race and the creative industries, related to practices of racial capitalism, consumption, agency and resistance. This paper foregrounds the role and potential of sound; and it considers how such a sonic spectacle forces us to rethink how sporting and social spaces, identities and cultures might be narrated and soundtracked differently, formulating alternative scripts and stories past, present and future.


	Session 6F: Methodological...canceled



	Session 7A: Sport, physical (in)activity, anti-colonialism, and autoethnography

	Vanessa García González:
A Mexican Playing flag football in Mexico and abroad: an autoethnographic account
	This paper aims to describe what I have observed, experienced, and felt as a FLAG FOOTBALL FEMALE player, promoter, organizer, coach staff of a male national team, as a player in a foreign country (USA, Canada, France), as a spectator roaring for my friends in tournaments where they have won despite the racists jokes and other issues in the USA and Canada, all the former given my relationship with flag football over a period of more than 20 years. I want to express what I have felt and what it has meant to be a woman who played, promoted, and organized flag football tournaments at a national level, in a country such as Mexico, where ‘machismo’ and ‘marianismo’ practices are reproduced in almost every aspect of our everyday lives. I want to describe what I have felt listening and watching the insults of white male players against us in tournaments in Orlando and Montreal where we have won or at least make it to the finals. I want to tell you about my own experience as a woman organizing a tournament at a national level in this culture permeated with machismo y Mariano practices.

	Brendan O’Hallarn:
The legend of Taylor Heinicke: An autoethnography of an unexpected superfan
	“Did you see the news???” came the text to my cellular phone mid-morning on a lazy, October Saturday. The query was from a friend with whom I share a perpetual, sport-themed text conversation, and he was not sharing information new to me. For the past four hours, in fact, I had read news reports, watched and read social media commentary, consumed Reddit threads, and already called my father with the “news”—an injury to high-priced quarterback Carson Wentz was about to thrust Taylor Heinicke back into the starting role for the Washington Commanders. My mid-semester free time was about to vanish because I am a Taylor Heinicke superfan. I follow sport both personally and professionally, and Heinicke played football at my alma mater and academic home, Old Dominion University. But Taylor Heinicke fandom represents a completely novel experience for me, particularly as a former journalist and sociological researcher. For the next 12 weeks of the 2022 season, I journaled the rollercoaster experience as a Taylor Heinicke superfan. This autoethnography uses an aca-fandom framework, interrogating my own experience from the perspective of someone who surprised himself by abandoning all critical distance to cheer for his unexpected hero.

	Tricia McGuire-Adams:

Grappling with settler colonialism through martial arts
	Cynthia Chambers (1994) courageously opened her article Looking for a home: Work in Process, with this sentence “I am not sure what to title this piece, I only know that it must be written and that I am afraid to write it. Writing will be a kind of healing and I am on the road healing” (Chambers, 1994, p. 23). Her words deeply reflect how I feel about this auto-ethnographic article. I am not sure how I am going to write it, but I know I am apprehensive about it. I also know that it must be written as I, too, am on the road to healing. In this article, I use my perspective as an Anishinaabekwe practitioner of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Muay Thai to discern the ways in which I grapple with settler colonialism and address the impacts of intergenerational violence of residential schools. I weave together my personal narrative from my martial arts training as I continue to navigate the settler colonial deficit lens, complex PTSD as a result of childhood trauma, and the ways martial arts training is helping to heal deep wounds and prevent embodied settler colonialism from consuming me.

	Niya St. Amant:
Concussion Experiences among Indigenous Women in Competitive Ice Hockey: An In-depth Case Study
	Indigenous peoples are disproportionally impacted by Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBIs). Indigenous peoples have a higher frequency of TBI when compared to other races, and in Canada, Indigenous peoples are over two times more likely to suffer from TBIs than the rest of the country. Additionally, Indigenous people are more likely to die due to TBI. While these statistics are not concussion nor sport specific, they point to the need to consider the unique contexts of Indigenous women (and other racialized women) when designing concussion education and protocols in sports. However, we cannot do that when 78 percent of studies on TBIs do not consider racial or ethnic demographics. Further, there is limited qualitative understanding on the factors that impact sports concussions in Indigenous populations and limited understanding on Indigenous athletes’ experiences of concussions in sport. Thus, this paper proposes an in-depth case study of Indigenous women to understand the unique concussion experiences of Indigenous women in hockey. Particularly, the aim is to better understand the different social and other determinants that play a role in Indigenous women's concussion experiences. The presentation will outline the proposed study and share some initial findings from the first stage of data collection.


	Session 7B: DEI and Sport Sociology Pedagogy: Curriculum, Course Changes and Innovation

	Robert Case:
Recommendations for Including DEI Topics, Content, and Concepts Into Sport Sociology Coursework
	In recent years, a number of colleges and universities have infused more diversity, equity, and inclusion topics and information into college courses in order to have faculty and students gain a better understanding and appreciation of various DEI (i.e., diversity, equity, and inclusion)  topics and issues.  Historically, sport sociology courses and textbooks (Coakley, 2021; Sage and Eitzen, 2016) have included topics covering sport issues related to race, gender, disabilities, and age.  The purpose of this presentation is to describe ways to further expand and infuse DEI topics and content into sport sociology coursework and to also include special topics coursework that focuses on social justice, gender equity, etc. In addition, curriculum mapping techniques will be discussed in terms of an overall curriculum strategy that provides creative teaching, course content, and learning opportunities for students to gain a better understanding of DEI topics, content, and concepts.

	Maura Rosenthal:
Getting the Ball Rolling: Bringing Archives, Artifacts, and Digital Resources into Sociology of Sport Curriculum
	Have you ever seen a student’s reaction upon holding a 1928 women’s wooden javelin that may have set a national record, or when you walked into class wearing a Racine Belle’s uniform from 1943? The growing Kathleen Bertrand and Linda Lundin, Honoring Women in Sports Collection at Bridgewater State University allows us to create innovative pedagogical practices focusing on visual literacy and primary sources by using archival collections pertaining to women in sport. Using artifacts, archival and primary sources aligns with many of the High Impact Practices defined by the American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) including collaboration, undergraduate research, and creating common intellectual experiences. We will share innovative and collaborative ways of engaging university students in First Year Seminars and Graduate Research Seminars using archival resources. Output for graduate students included the creation of a permanently hosted website highlighting their research of primary source materials. By utilizing archival collections and artifacts for inspiration, output for First Year Seminar students included an oral history project aimed at capturing the stories of BSU physical education majors from the 1960s and 1970s with the audio files to be added to the University’s archives. As faculty and librarians, we worked together to create terrific learning experiences for our students, and to foster a vibrant multidisciplinary teaching team.

	Kathryn Shea:
The influence of culture on sport participation and exposure
	The purpose of this presentation is to provide one example of a DEI linked assignment that has proven to add value to the classroom. History of Sport in North America is an undergraduate introductory course in which historical issues and topics related to DEI are addressed through a sociological perspective. One content area addressed during the course is the notion of racial-linked cultural differences and the extent to which categories of people with a similar culture place greater emphasis on some activities over others. After reviewing this concept during class, students are asked to write a reflection on their journey in sport and the extent to which cultural differences have influenced their participation in and exposure to sports. Students are then invited to discuss their reflection or to discuss the concept and its general application to sports participation.


	Session 7C: Contemporary Sport and Neoliberalism

	Benjamin Perasović:
Against Modern Football in practice: The European perspective
	Our research focuses on a comparison of two AMF clubs: FC Falke from Hamburg, Germany and NK Varteks from Varaždin, Croatia. AMF clubs are football clubs formed on the basis of the values of a broad, heterogeneous social movement that opposes the commercialization and commodification of football and the repressive laws and practices of surveilling and controlling football fans. This paper is based on data from our research: an ethnography of the oldest ultras group in Europe, Torcida Split (2012-2016), an ethnography on White Stones Varaždin (2016-2018), and an ethnography on Falke Hamburg (2015-2017) conducted by our associate Christian Brandt. Our data includes 428 extensive journal entries and 58 in-depth interviews. We analyse the data in terms of all important determinants of the AMF movement and AMF clubs: their creation, organisation, values, identity, and subculture. We also analyse the theoretical implications of our research, especially through four key concepts that describe the phenomenon of the supporter movement against modern football: subculture, tribe, social movement, and affective alliance. Our research is based on specific, local examples, but aims to outline the broader European perspective, the content of this social movement, and the implications to supporter (sub)cultures the world over.

	Mathew Hodler:
“One Bite Pizza”: Barstool Sports, apps, & political consumption

	Since its founding in 2003 by David Portnoy, Barstool Sports has been a fast-growing sport media company. Over the years, Portnoy has garnered attention for his outrageous behavior, including acts of misogyny and allegations of sexual assault and racial abuse. By 2020, when it was purchased by Penn National, Barstool was valued at nearly $500-million. Since Penn's purchase, Barstool has followed what they call an "omnichannel" strategy by creating content across a variety of platforms for their loyal fans, the Stoolies. In this paper, I explore how Portnoy's work as a "pizza influencer" fits into Barstool's white fratriarchal culture (Kusz & Hodler, 2023) and what it might mean for Barstool Sports after Penn sold the company back to Portnoy in August 2023.

	Brittany Szczyglowski:
Driving Change? An Assessment of Formula One Racing’s Corporate Social Responsibility Communications
	Formula One (F1) racing brings together ten teams, twenty cars, and thousands of personnel to race in what is considered the pinnacle of motorsport. The racing calendar consists of Grand Prix races across the world, glamorous spectacles of technology and private wealth. The ability of F1 to reach new desirable (and valuable) audience segments is not only lucrative but critical to the existence of the sport, which has recently gained a solid (albeit relatively late) foothold in the United States. How has a gas guzzling, exclusionary, ultra-elite, motorsport managed to target and attract new audiences and appetites for the motorsport? For this purpose, F1 has developed corporate social responsibility initiatives, such as its We Race as One social justice campaign, and 2030 Net Zero Carbon pledge. How can we make sense of these communication initiatives as part of a wider branding strategy? And how do these initiatives reflect or challenge the dominant neoliberal approach to social and environmental issues? This paper suggests that we are at a critical juncture in development of F1 racing, and like other global corporations, F1 must (appear to) be ‘forward looking’ in order to justify its continued existence.

	Eun Jung:
Indoor gym, air pollution, and neoliberalism: Structural violence of unequal breathing
	Climate crisis and extreme weather conditions increasingly deter people from engaging in outdoor physical activities. Particularly in hazardous air quality, indoor exercise facilities have become crucial necessities, rather than mere ancillaries for a more pleasant atmosphere. Access to proper indoor gyms is essential for people to breathe, shelter and exercise, especially children who are more vulnerable to air pollution. In light of this, building an indoor gym in every school has become an urgent national priority in South Korea to keep students healthy from the country’s severe air pollution. The South Korean government is currently concentrating on studying “how much” air pollution is harmful and “when” children should move their activities indoors. Yet, in this paper, I shift the focus of the discussion to “why” and “how” some children are able to continue their activities indoors while others cannot. I approach the indoor gym construction project as structural violence that (re)produces uneven precarity in class, racial, and regional hierarchies. I examine the neoliberal ideologies embedded in education policy and urban play spaces and reveal how they create inequalities in children’s breathing, learning, and play in the face of an environmental crisis.


	Session 7D: Many Names, Same Problem: Patriarchy, Gender-Based Violence, and Sport

	Tarlan Chahardovali:
College Athletics after the overturning of Roe v. Wade: The Impact of Reproductive Rights Restrictions on Women’s Sport Programs
	On June 24, 2022, a day after the 50th anniversary of Title IX, the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and reversed nearly 50 years of precedent that protected reproductive freedom. Abortion restrictions can impact the lives of women and people who can become pregnant—potentially rolling back some of the advances of Title IX in educational settings such as college athletics. While many sportswomen might be able to juggle the physical and financial taxation of motherhood during their short-lived careers, without access to reproductive health services, many athletes, especially younger women, and individuals from lower socio-economic backgrounds might have to walk away from competitive sports. Given the scant literature on the impact of reproductive rights on women athletes, the purpose of this study is to examine the ways in which abortion restrictions may impact sportswomen and women’s collegiate athletic programs. Drawing from semi-structured interviews with past and current Division I women college athletes and coaches of women's athletic programs, this ongoing study aims to understand the attitudes, perceptions, and experiences of different stakeholders and, consequently, fill the gap in the literature on the impacts of abortion access and restrictions on women’s sport.

	Lauren Nowosatka:
Abuse in USA Gymnastics: Understanding Gymnasts as Biocultural Creatures
	While sport sociologists have long raised questions about the toxic culture of competitive gymnastics, USA Gymnastics (USAG) has come under intense scrutiny as a result of the publicized 2013-2018 allegations against former USAG team doctor and medical coordinator, Larry Nassar, and the ensuing FBI investigations, charges of criminal sexual conduct, and federal lawsuits. Since the 2017 establishment of the broader U.S. Center for SafeSport, USAG has adopted their own institutional Safe Sport division and policies, ultimately seeking to protect athletes from physical, emotional, and sexual abuse and misconduct, enforcing proper reporting requirements, and appropriately sanctioning those accused. However, competitive gymnastics is built upon a foundation of physically and emotionally abusive standards–such as mandatory training and competing while injured, weight shaming athletes, or publicly berating athletes–which continue to transpire and are naively celebrated, although today we see more reporting of abusive behaviors by coaches and associated authorities. Drawing on firsthand experience and popular press releases between 2017 to present, in this presentation, I explore the utility of Samantha Frost’s concept of biocultural creatures as a theoretical tool to understand the environment(s) and practice(s) that manifest abusive practices and thus shape gymnasts’ embodied identities and experiences.

	Kim Toffoletti:
Addressing gendered cyberhate in women's sport
	Professional and elite athletes who compete in women’s sport (who may identify as women or gender diverse) are subject to various forms of online harassment and abuse. This abuse can also be intersectional when it is combined with other forms of discrimination including racism, homophobia and transphobia. The harms of gendered online abuse are being discussed in the media and by sport organisations, and scholarly research has begun to identify types of abuse directed at women athletes. Yet there remains a lack of quantitative data mapping the prevalence of such abuse, and qualitative accounts of sportswomen’s experiences of gendered online abuse and its impacts are limited. In this presentation we discuss the findings of a landmark investigation into gendered cyberhate towards elite women athletes conduced across Australian in 2023. Drawing on quantitative and qualitative data, this presentation critically examines sportswomen’s accounts of online abuse and considers what can be done to improve the online safety of women athletes.

	Emily Nothnagle:
Sport Participation and Violence Over the Life Course
	Sport participation provides opportunities for health benefits, social integration, and socialization into prosocial attitudes and behaviors. However, not all learned behaviors are positive. This study draws upon social control, differential association, critical gender, and life course theories to examine links between sport participation and acts of violence over the life course. Data are drawn from the National Sports and Society Survey (N = 3,993) and multiple regression analyses are used. Preliminary results indicate that playing organized sports and dropping out of them is positively associated with violence. There are also gender differences in reports of violence such that men are more likely to commit violence; also, dropping out of sports is more positively associated with increases in violence among men. We also find evidence that having more friends who get into trouble is positively associated with violence, but that having mostly friends who are athletes is negatively associated with violence. Finally, there is evidence that perceptions of prosocial lessons derived from one’s athletic experience are negatively associated with violence. Overall, this study contributes to understandings of how, when, in which contexts, and to what extent sports participation may be connected to violence.


	Session 7E: ¡Pa’lante! Advancing the Commitment to more Latinx Representation at NASSS

	Stacey Alvarez Flores:
¡Estoy Aquí! The journey of a Latina athlete
	Latinos are the largest and fastest-growing ethnic minority group in the United States. Despite the increase in the Latino population, Latina athletic participation remains low, and adolescent Latina girls drop out of sports at higher rates than their counterparts. Research on sport participation for Hispanics/Latinas is underdeveloped and what promotes sports participation has not significantly been studied. As the Hispanic/Latino population continues to grow it is important to include the Hispanic/Latina athlete’s voice to understand their experience with sport participation. Where sport is often encouraged for boys, little is known about how sports are viewed by Hispanics/Latinas within their households and communities. Building on my 2022 NASSS presentation, this session will discuss preliminary findings from focus groups with Latina athletes.

	Alexia Lopes:
Transnational Migration of Motocross and Supercross Athletes to the United States: A Push–Pull-Anti-Push-Anti-Pull Analysis
	Building on transnationalism, mobility, and acculturation in sport, the purpose of this study was to explore the motivations of professional motocross and supercross athletes to migrate to the United States. By offering a unique perspective on the push, pull, anti-push, and anti-pull factors influencing these athletes’ decisions to leave their home countries and migrate to the U.S., this study adds to the literature on transnational athlete migration. Athletes who migrated to the United States to compete were recruited; the majority were Latinos. Qualitative methodology via semi-structured in-depth interviews was used to collect the lived experiences of participants. A thematic analysis was employed for data analysis.
 The analysis revealed themes related to muscle drain, American dream, support systems, and differences in acculturation depending on country of origin. Push factors were offered only by athletes from developing countries, while pull factors were proposed by all athletes. Acculturation, characterized as either adherence to the dominant culture or maintenance of origin culture, depended on the country of origin. Athletic career development was a strong driver for all athletes in the study. Therefore, transnational mobility of individual athletes characterizes a highly valuable commodity. Findings and implications will be presented at the conference.

	Fred Ariel Hernandez:
Measuring air pollution in practice: Understanding near-freeway school sports infrastructure and participation
	The long and short-term health effects of air pollution have been extensively documented, including asthma development, reduced lung capacity, and increased lung cancer risks. In schools where sports infrastructure lies near vehicle-traffic corridors, questions arise about achieving the educational mission of promoting student health through sports, given potential negative effects on well-being. This presentation shares outcomes from a year-long study at a San Gabriel Valley high school, situated east of Los Angeles, with a majority Latino student population, and a significant proportion living below the poverty line. The study equipped high school sports coaches with keychain-sized air pollution sensors during practice sessions, complemented by ethnographic observations and interviews. This approach, developed in response to my dissertation work at the same site, was designed to understand how coaches address exposure in their practices. Exploring the pollution burden concerning freeway proximity allows for the identification of opportunities to re-imagine safeguard measures, including educational goals for staff, promoting a healthier environment for all. This research underscores the dynamic interplay between air quality and sports participation in urban schools facing significant pollution sources. Ultimately, it contributes to the broader conversation on athlete health and advancing research approaches toward safe sports access for marginalized communities.


	Session 7E: Policy and participation: The politics of inclusion

	Ryan Storr:

Managing mayhem? Exploring the creation of an elite trans sport policy in Australian Tennis
	The inclusion of trans athletes in sport has emerged as one of the most widely debated topics at the intersection of sport, gender, and human rights. Current elite policy responses to globalised debates are grounded in narratives and paradigms of exclusion and ‘techno-scientific models’ (Pape et al., 2022) that are open to critique on a range of levels, including human rights implications. How sports organisations are grappling and dealing with this issue within the current policy climate, is not well understood (Stewart et al, 2021).  Drawing on a multi-disciplinary theoretical analysis, adopting perspectives and frameworks from both sport management (Stewart et al, 2021; Buzuvis, 2021) and sport sociology and social sciences (Pape et al, 2022; Ahmed, 2016; Anderson & Travers, 2017; Burke, 2022), the paper will explore the research and process underpinning their soon to be created elite trans policy. The presentation will report on key findings from an empirical qualitative research project which collected evidence from a wide range of stakeholders to create a world leading, evidence-based policy. Themes to emerge from initial data analysis include: who creates the policy, understanding measures of athletic performance, organisational values, and resistance and backlash.  The presentation concludes with take away lessons and implications for sport administrators and other global sports bodies who seek to create and implement elite trans athlete policies,  arguing that a holistic and multi-disciplinary approach must be used which captures diverse voices and perspectives.

	Palesha Mashigo:
One Rotten Apple or a Rotten Tree: Racism in European Football Culture
	Despite efforts by stakeholders to address racial discrimination in international football (soccer), racially charged behaviour persists, particularly in European football. As part of a larger project in partnership with FARE Network, FIFPRO and UEFA, this study links empirical research to racism and inclusion, while keeping institutional football and policy concerns at the forefront of its investigation. Primary questions underlining the study concern systems and actors that enable or sustain exclusionary practices in the football industry. Literature suggests that despite evidence, there is reluctance by some within football governing circles to acknowledge the systemic role race plays in football culture. This reluctance can often be linked to colour-blind discourse in football culture that echoes “post-racial” and egalitarian sentiments which underplay the impact of structural racism in sport participation for marginalized groups. To better understand the nature of racial discourse among football leaders and how it potentially facilitates or acts as a barrier to inclusion in football, qualitative interviews were conducted with leaders from eight European countries. As key decision makers, valuable insights were drawn from the leaders’ multiple perspectives and experiences in national football organizations. Critical Race Theory and Critical Discourse Analysis was employed to identify mechanisms of exclusion and to generate policy recommendations that encourage inclusive football cultures both in Europe and beyond.

	Emily Kulakowski:

Policy Analysis of Anti-Trans State Sports Bans
	Trans inclusion in sport has been intensely debated in the sport governing world. However, U.S. conservative coalitions has recently absorbed trans sport participation as a key issue. In fact, U.S. Republicans have introduced more than 300 anti-trans bills in 2022 alone, 29 of which have been passed as law. Amongst this anti-trans political movement, 20 states have passed bills which require student athletes to compete as the sex they were assigned at birth, placing significant hurdles for trans and gender non-conforming athlete participation. The concept of fairness is central to the framing of these bills, specifically ensuring fairness for female athletes. This is no surprise as supposed issues of fairness comes up in much of the discourse around policies for trans athletes outside of the political system. Putting the issue of sport aside, there is much evidence to suggest that conservative coalitions and politicians are using policy to steer discourses about trans people’s very existence. The purpose of this study is to investigate the ways in which trans participation in sport is communicated, framed, and problematized through state policies and in public discourse using Carol Bacchi's methodology of what's the problem represented to be (WPR).

	Abdulsamad Olajide Yusuf:
African Athletes’ Involvement in Community Development: Collaborations with NGOs to Promote Sustainable Social Impact
	Due to Africa's poor economic situation, the continent relies heavily on non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to carry out important community development projects. In exchange for their contributions to community development, some of these groups get tax exemptions for their civic, philanthropic, and educational obligations. This study aims to examine the roles played by African athletes in community development initiatives. It includes the impacts of African athletes’ contributions on the social, environmental, economic, and educational aspects in their respective communities. This study also explores the motivations behind African athletes' involvement in community development initiatives, as well as the challenges they may face in carrying out these initiatives. Additionally, it seeks to provide insights into the potential for collaboration between African athletes and NGOs to further enhance community development efforts.


	Session 7F: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport

	Kirsten Hextrum:
The Dominant Institutional Logic of Whiteness in Sport
	Organizational approaches predominantly present organizations as abstract and race-neutral, offering an incomplete and inaccurate accounting of the reproduction of racial inequities (Keaton & Macaulay, 2023; Ray, 2019). In turn, organizations become wrongly theorized as free-from human bias, intervention, and hierarchy (Acker, 1990). Mainstream institutional theory has yet to embrace attempts to bring social constructionism and human agency into its applications (Acker, 1990; Ray, 2019). Abstracting organizational structures presents racialized outcomes, like the overrepresentation of white coaches and leaders in sports played predominantly by Black athletes, as natural and inevitable (Cooper et al., 2019). This paper embeds a Critical Study of whiteness into institutional theory exposing the logic of whiteness endemic in sport organizations. Whiteness emerges relationally and exclusively–defining what it’s not, demarking Blackness as an "other" and ineligible for benefits in the racial order (Mills 2003). Therefore, whiteness relies upon anti-Blackness to achieve coherence and widespread saturation (Matias & Boucher 2023). We uncover four ways organizations reproduce anti-Blackness and reproduce racism by creating distinctions between work; patterned pay inequities; cultural images; and supremacist identities across international examples. Findings reveal how the whiteness logic normalizes white control, disproportionate economic gains for white workers, and workplace norms circumscribed through a white identity.

	Sayvon JL Foster:
Yall Used to Hate Being Out Here: An Interrogation of Race, Language, and Occupancy within Arena Districts
	One of the most insidiously anti-Black things to occur within the sports world over the last 40 years is the reframing of arena districts. Before the exponential growth of professional sports teams into economic and cultural behemoths, many arena districts were built on forcefully obtained land in urban areas that were home to historically and predominantly Black communities. During much of the early professional sports growth from 1980-2000, the language used to describe these areas outside of sporting events operated through a negative and racialized frame, e.g. violence, crime, lack of resources/curb appeal, etc. However, during the massive sports boom from 2010-2020, there is a newfound allure to live within these areas – coinciding with the newest era of gentrification and the resurgence of white flight into urban cities. In this study, a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is conducted to examine the shift in language used by news and media outlets when describing these areas. Using whiteness as property, interest convergence, and white gaze as the theoretical framework, this study argues that as sports presented a greater economic and cultural benefit, there was a greater investment towards building arena districts – resulting in the displacement and erasure of Black communities.

	Patrick Crowe:
Playing (& smoking) by the rules: Sports media’s racialized coverage of athlete drug use
	Sports media research has often found that athletes are depicted differently based on stereotypes attached to their racialized bodies, and often along a Black/white racial binary. Furthermore, Black men often receive more and harsher penalties for drug use compared to all other racial and gender categories. Using critical discourse analysis, this study explores how NFL athletes who either openly admitted to using illicit drugs or failed NFL-mandated drug tests were covered by sports media. Four NFL football players (two Black, two white) were selected based on their prominence — Josh Gordon, Randy Gregory, Chris Long and Aaron Rodgers. While the analysis is still ongoing, the preliminary findings tell us that the selected Black athletes were often demonized in coverage by being portrayed as addicts or criminals and objectified as commodities whose value rose and fell with each suspension/return. Additionally, journalists often deployed neoliberal logics to both criticize and defend Black and white athletes. The white athletes in the study were portrayed as intellectuals looking to challenge the NFL’s authority, “good person(s),” and went unpunished for their drug admittance unlike their Black counterparts.

	Wayne Black:
Critical Theorizing College Athletic Economic Exploitation Through Racial Capitalism
	Critical college athletic scholarship has started shifting from micro-level analysis to systemic analysis. For example, organizational scholars have leveraged Ray’s Theory of Racialized Organization to theorize systemic exploitation in the NCAA (Foster et al., 2022; Keaton & Cooper, 2022). Critical scholarship illuminates how racism and capitalism drive economic exploitation in college athletics (Comeaux, 2017; Cooper et al., 2017; Gayles et al., 2018). Advocates propose economic rights as a solution to exploitation (Black et al., 2022; Comeaux, 2017; Howe & Johnston-Guerrero, 2021). Advocates rarely consider how racism is interwoven in all capitalism. These solutions primarily benefit Black men college athletes in Division Power 5 football or men’s basketball. As critical scholarship in college athletics evolves, advocates must examine race and capitalism systemically.
 Racial capitalism (2020) has received no attention in college athletic research, but it is a useful framework for expanding critical athletic scholarship. Racial capitalism argues that social stratification and racism are central to all capitalism (Melamed, 2015). This session uses racial capitalism to address the limitations of previous critical college athletic scholarship. Further, the session will theorize ways to leverage racial capitalism to advance critical college athletic scholarship and offer practical suggestions for incorporating it into critical economic research.


	Session 8A: Contemporary issues surrounding female college athletes

	Dr. Natalie West:
Another Hurdle to Jump: Impact of Division III Athletics on First-Generation Female Student-Athletes' GPA
	The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between female athletic participation and GPA. In addition, a secondary purpose was to determine whether GPA would differ by first- generation status. Finally, a third purpose was to examine the contributing factors to women’s college athletic participation and college experience.  To examine the above hypotheses, a survey with questions from the NCAA GOALS survey was completed by female student-athletes (n=45) assessing GPA, first-generation status, academic performance, and their athletic experience at a Division III co-educational institution. A series of linear and multi-variate regression analyses were conducted.  This study found that Division III female student-athletes had a significantly higher cumulative GPA (3.47) than the non-athlete student population (3.05). Additionally, it was found that first-generation female athletes had a significantly lower mean cumulative GPA (3.27) than non-first-generation female athletes (3.67). The research indicates that first-generation status was related to a decrease of .40 points in cumulative GPA.  The presentation will reveal a much-needed area of research regarding how Division III female athletes perform academically compared to the general student population and will help address the lack of data on Division III female athletes and first-generation athletes and their athletic experiences.

	Jin Park:
Examining Prominent NIL Athletes’ Social Media Posts and Personal Branding Effort: Perspectives from the Model of Athlete Brand Image
	Since a growing number of states have been passing the Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) legislation, college athletes can now benefit from their own name, image, and likeness. While professional athletes’ personal branding efforts to develop a lucrative brand image are well-documented, research involving college athletes’ personal branding behavior is still understudied in literature. Understanding college athletes’ personal branding effort via social media is especially critical because it is inarguably the most effective tool and venue to build their personal brands and attract endorsement deals. Furthermore, considering that male college athletes tend to receive high values in the NIL deals than their female counterparts, it is imperative to identify and understand any gender differences in the use of social media for personal branding. Thus, this study aims to examine social media posts of the top 5 male and female NIL athletes respectively. The Model of Athlete Brand Image (MABI) will provide a conceptual framework to conduct a content analysis of their Instagram posts. Three themes – athletic performance, attractive appearance, and marketable lifestyle – will be discussed along with implications for college athletes and various NIL stakeholders.

	Shannon Scovel:

Mentioned, quoted and embedded: How sports journalists constructed a narrative of women college athletes’ value early in the ‘name, image and likeness’ era
	Sports media serves as a patriarchal playing field. Men outnumber women in executive editor positions, and male athletes are covered in the press in far greater percentages. This disparity has severe implications for women athletes and their perceived public value, particularly in this new ‘name, image and likeness’ era of college sport. Now that athletes can sign endorsement deals with third-party companies for profit, their representation in the media has the potential to impact if and how businesses perceive women athletes as ideal ambassadors. Using theories of framing and agenda setting, this study explores how journalists covered women athletes during the first week of the NCAA’s new ‘name, image and likeness’ (NIL) policy. Specifically, this study addresses the editorial practices used by journalists to assign value to women athletes through their media coverage. Following a feminist content analysis of over 320 articles about NIL published from July 1, 2021 to July 7, 2021, the findings from this study show that journalists focused their reporting of NIL on male athletes, though women athletes like Olivia Dunne or Haley and Hanna Cavinder were also frequently mentioned in relation to their large social media following or physical attractiveness. The frames through which reporters presented women athletes in this first week demonstrates that journalists minimized them in their early reporting on NIL and undervalued their capacity to be holistic sporting celebrities in the college space.

	Jeremy Brenner-Levoy
Playing with Care: Feminine and Feminized Labor in Video Games
	Sociologists have long studied gender inequalities within work, home, and leisure, and grapple with the entanglement of causal factors such as embodiment, socialization, and gender policing/harassment on labor inequity. This paper proposes a new venue to study labor inequality in a space where the connectedness of these three factors is relaxed: video games. Video games offer players autonomy and choice in the games they play and the roles they perform in-game. Compared to offline space, video games reduce physical barriers, visibility of gender, and barriers to access. And yet, online video games replicate much of the inequality that we see in work, through the development of pink-collar games, and in the home, through feminine and feminized groups disproportionately filling care work roles. Drawing on 4,268 surveys and 60 interviews with adults who play video games, I find that gender identity and expression are related to the type of games we play, the roles we select within games, and our goals for play. Games and roles that are associated with femininity are subordinated, viewed as less skilled, and precluded from access to gamer prestige. Video games offer an opportune field to study the friction between constraint and agency in gender inequality.


	Session 8B: Disability and the Sociological Study of Sport: An Open Invitation

	Brett Smith:
Moving social work: Some insights from co-producing research with disabled people and social workers
	Moving Social Work is a co-produced project that aims to embed physical activity in social work education, policy, and practice so that these care professionals can work with disabled people to be more physically active. In this talk I focus on the co-production process. To provide a context, a typology of co-production is first presented. Next, I attend to the importance of principles of co-production. As part of this the idea of practicing agonistic pluralism is introduced and a move away from talking about ‘stakeholders’ is advocated. Some methodological insights from co-producing Moving Social Work with disabled people and social workers through World Cafes are then attended to. World Cafes are conceptualised consistently by academics as a participatory method. However, the case is made for viewing World Cafes as jazz or as contact improvisation. These are two metaphors for the unmethod. The talk closes by noting that the sociology of sport and disability has much to offer in terms of advancing co-production but is at risk of being side-lined as co-production is increasingly co-opted by behaviour change researchers and academics seeking standardisation. What might sociologists of sport and disability productively do then?

	James Brighton:
Writing a collaborative autoethnography of disability and impairment as an able-bodied researcher: A critical reflection
	Individual stories of disability have been critiqued by some disability studies scholars who feel that such an approach risks evoking medicalised interpretations of disability, draws attention away from the collective struggle for equality and makes little material difference to disabled people’s lives. Although weary of writing autoethnographically about experiences of impairment and disability, in this presentation I reflect on the dilemmas encountered in entering such contested methodological and political terrains in undertaking a collaborative autoethnography with my disabled father. A series of storied extracts are provided that delve into our experiences of disability, impairment and shared human existence highlighting the power of this creative approach in rethinking ableism, masculinity and embodiment in affecting and poignant ways. In doing so, I demonstrate how personal stories reveal and communicate unique experiences of disability, expose and challenge oppressive societal and cultural structures, diversify the methods of researching disability, and broaden the audiences that receive our work and inspire them into action. Finally, although I identify as able-bodied and have not experienced insidious forms of oppression and exclusion disabled people face, I reinforce the moral and ideological responsibility to position ourselves and be reflexive when listening to, and writing about, the lives of others.

	B. Nalani Butler:
Unified: Establishing a Special Olympics College Club through Classroom Instruction
	Unified Sports is a program through the Special Olympics in which athletes with Intellectual Disabilities (ID) have the opportunity to play sports and socialize with students who do not have an ID (Zhang et al., 2022). Introduced in 1988, Unified Sports is either embedded within a high school or university environment and is typically student led (Townsend & Hassall, 2007). However, there can be many challenges with the initial creation of a Unified Sports program as well as how to keep it sustainable for future generations of students, to have the opportunity to actively be involved in the student club (Hassan et al., 2012). This manuscript employed an autoethnography in which the primary author used self-reflection to focus on how Sport Management professors can create an experience within their classroom to facilitate the formation of a Unified Special Olympics College Club (Ellis et al., 2011).  In addition to the primary author’s self-reflection, the autoethnography incorporated an interview with a Special Olympics representative to better understand how to implement a Unified sports program on a college campus. This research focused on experiential learning and showcased how Sport Management faculty can work with a non-profit organization to build an inclusive and diverse experience through education, collaboration, and community outreach. This research serves as a guide for future Sport Management programs looking to build partnerships with a non-profit entity and establishes the Unified Model for a Sport Event Management Course (UMSEMC).

	Michael Cottingham:
Able bodied female support in wheelchair rugby: The impact of gender and function on staff experiences
	The United States Wheelchair Rugby Association is overwhelmingly 96.4% male, and all the athletes have disabilities. Interestingly, a majority of staff do not have disabilities, and observations suggest a majority are female. As able bodied women, they simultaneously bear positions of power and social repression as they work with a population they are not members of. The literature on this intersectionality is almost non-existent.
The purpose of this study was to explore the experiences of women without disabilities in the context of a predominantly male disability sport. Twenty-seven female staff were interviewed at the 2023 USWRA National Championships, and authors conducted thematic analysis using Foucault’s theory of power (1978). The analysis is ongoing at the time this abstract was submitted. Themes varied, from a gender-respectful environment, to a culture of conflict. We believe these findings can be used by governing bodies to create supportive environments where points of intersectionality are acknowledged and addressed.


	Session 8C: Media and Sport

	Marko Mustapić:
Sport, the nation, and primordialism: How the media turned Dražen Petrović and Vlade Divac from 'brothers' to 'archetypal enemies'
	Throughout the world, myths describe the origin and creation of gods, nations, and heroes. A sports hero is a collective symbol that takes on mythical characteristics over time (Bifulco & Tirino, 2018). Sports stars mobilize the emotions of the masses; narratives about them are thus an essential element in the construction of collective identity. In the 1980's, Yugoslavia suffered a deep political crisis that culminated in the wars of the 1990's. The wars also led to the radical disintegration of the Yugoslav culture of memory. Along with the construction of new cultures of memory, the images of Yugoslav sports stars were also reconstructed. Yugoslav sports heroes suddenly became exclusively heroes of the new nations and a constitutive element of the new national identities. Basketball players stand out among these, especially superstar Dražen Petrović. The aim of this paper is to reconstruct the transformation of the media image of basketball stars who were European champions in 1989 and 1991 and world champions in 1990 with the Yugoslav national team. We will affirm and compare the media rhetoric of Croatian print media about European NBA pioneers Petrović and Divac in 1989 and 1990 with media rhetoric from 1991 to present day.

	Willa Hladun:
They Shoot, They Score, They Mother: A Narrative Analysis of Media Portrayals of Professional Hockey Playing Mothers
	Mainstream sport media is a well documented cultural site to explore socially constructed intersecting identities of elite athlete mothers linked with ideologies and career tensions. In this presentation, we build on this research by examining sport media stories pertaining to prominent heterosexual and queer North American ice hockey players’ negotiation of motherhood, careers, and tensions surrounding  ‘athlete-mother’ meanings. A thematic narrative analysis of mainstream sport media stories between 2016-2023 (n=101), will form a focused case study of 7 high profile hockey mothers, 4 who are in same sex relationships and 3 in opposite sex relationships. Four intersecting themes will be presented: ‘suit up’, ‘the mothers of hockey’, ‘good queer mothers’, and ‘leaving a legacy’. Relativist narrative inquiry will facilitate the interrogation of fluid identities and career tensions linked with neoliberal ideologies, biological essentialism, and feminism(s). Narrative themes are contextualized in a ‘fight for gender equity’ in professional ice hockey, portrayed in the media. We conclude with implications of these findings for athlete-mother career and well-being in the shifting landscapes of digital media and women’s hockey.

	Mark Falcous 
Narrating the New Zealand Imagination
	This paper explores the narrativisation of Korean-born ‘Kiwi’ golfer Lydia Ko within New Zealand media. We locate our work within cultural studies paradigms which frames the representation of sports celebrities as imbricating a constellation of historical, political, social and economic themes which intersect in significant ways. We are particularly interested in how Ko is narrativized by sports journalists within the context of ‘narratives of nation’. That is, turned into a story by which a nation can stimulate its self-image, and the nature of social relations within it. First, we contextualise Lydia Ko’s emergence and presence as a supremely talented golfer and transnational sporting icon. Second we explore narrations within New Zealand news media articles across eleven years of Ko’s emerging career: from 1st January 2011 to 31st December 2022. Articles were sourced from the Factiva database, from New Zealand newspapers with local and national readerships, and online news providers. A total of 302 articles were catalogued and included in analysis. Early coverage is poised between identifying her as an outsider – as an immigrant from Asia, and subsequently embracing her as a ‘kiwi’. Ko’s embrace by New Zealand media both evokes longstanding archtypes, and involves new themes. In particular, a ‘model minority’ narrative emerges as she is taken as an exemplary emmbodiment of a multicultural, tolerant New Zealand. We also explore her gendering as her career develops which, reflecting a post-feminist’ sensibility, oscillates between vulnerability and strength.


	Session 8D: Fandom, Sport, and Globalization

	Eileen Narcotta-Welp:
"The world needs more purpose": PGA's Merger, Monahan, Morals, and Money
	In June 2022, Jay Monahan, commissioner of the PGA Tour, adamantly rebuked Saudi-backed LIV Golf as implicitly anti-American by linking the regime's funding of the competitor league to its financing of Al-Qaeda and the 9/11 terrorist attacks. After a year of golfer defections and Monahan's scrambled efforts to restructure the PGA Tour's competitions and prize money, the PGA shocked the sports world in a stunning announcement that they, along with the European DP Tour, had merged with LIV Golf. Monahan and the PGA Tour faced immediate backlash from the media, fans, and the U.S. Congress for their reversal and disavowal of "American" values. Through a media analysis, we situate Monahan and the PGA's response to LIV Golf's emergence within the contexts of white liberalism. In other works, we have examined white moderate responses to racial injustice and challenges to the status quo in U.S. sport settings. Here, we explore the PGA's white moderate response to a self-identified "threat" to its hegemony in international professional men's golf. The PGA has previously touted itself as an emblem of supposed American values, which are already historically fraught and contradictory. However, their actions over the past year in merging with LIV demonstrate a white moderate position to maintain and reinforce its grasp on power and ideological dominance as the leader in global golf. This examination of the white moderate in a context of global racial politics in sport illustrates the PGA's commitment to a Global North, white dominance exceeding U.S. borders.

	Diana Cohen
Sexism in the Sports Cards Hobby: Investigating the Lived Experiences of Female Collectors
	In March of 2020, the world as we knew it completely changed as the rapid spread of COVID-19 forced people around the world to stay at home. During this time, some things that were once viewed as “old” became “new” again, with old family staples such as board games and puzzles becoming popular. One element of life that enjoyed a remarkable resurgence in popularity was sports trading cards—affectionately referred to by some as “cardboard gold.” In 2023, as people have returned to “normal” life, interest in card collecting remains incredibly strong. While the card market has exploded in popularity in recent years, deep gender disparities regarding hobby participation exist. This can be seen by observing interactions at card shops and shows, discussions on social media platforms, and transactional activity on WhatNot. The author of this paper, a card collecting enthusiast, has repeatedly found herself in these aforementioned contexts wondering: where are the women of the hobby? Drawing on in-depth interviews, this paper answers this question by exploring the lived experiences of 20 female card collectors. This research investigates how women navigate the sport card world, including how/where they interact with other collectors, and how they negotiate the rampant sexism in this masculine-dominated space. Barriers to entry into the hobby are identified, as are suggestions on how to make the collecting environment more gender inclusive.

	Brendan O’Hallarn:A typology of Reddit shitposts and exploring motivations for Reddit shitposters
	From its founding in 2005, Reddit has grown into one of the most popular websites in the English-speaking world, becoming a community-based sharing hub for links and user-generated relevant to current societal discourse on any subject. That content is then subject to approval or disapproval of Reddit users, who can register their opinions about it, or offer their own commentary. This incentivizes the deployment of creative content, which frequently provokes strong reactions. The act of posting provocative content—offensive, humorous, and sometimes both—has been given a moniker by Reddit users: Shitposting. The communal and outsized passions of sport fans on Reddit have resulted in a robust economy of shitposting on Reddit subcommunities for sport fans, known as subreddits. This study offers a two-part analysis of sport-themed shitposting: 1. A typology of shitposts connected to sport, gleaned from a broad analysis of sport-themed subreddits; and 2. A qualitative survey of shitposters, which uses Social Capital Theory to unpack motivations of users for creating and sharing this frequently labor-intensive content for no compensation except reactions from their Reddit peers.


	Session 8E: Economic, SocioCultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Natalie Bunch:

Stanford University's response to the passing of Katie Meyer: A critical discourse analysis
	In 2022, at least five college athletes died by suicide, including Stanford University’s Katie Meyer. While social media can be a forum to destigmatize mental health through initiating discussions and providing educational resources (Parrott et al., 2021), scholars warn that mental health-related social media messages can also be misleading, untrustworthy, and harmful (Naslund et al., 2020). It is thus important to explore how sport organizations discuss mental health using social media platforms. This presentation  explores how Stanford’s athletic department utilized Twitter to address mental health following Meyer’s passing. Drawing on Fairclough’s (1992) three-dimensional critical discourse analysis and Bronfenbrenner’s (1974) Ecological Systems Theory, researchers examined tweets (N = 59) posted by Stanford’s athletic department in the year following Meyer’s death. Results suggest that Stanford’s athletic department social media messaging reinforced the sport ethic, perpetuated mental health stigma, and evaded administrative responsibility. We argue that Stanford’s public response allows both the athletic department and sport consumers to ignore the potential role sport culture may have played in Meyer’s death, further perpetuating the uncritical belief that sport is inherently good (Coakley, 2009). We conclude with theoretical implications and recommendations for practitioners.

	Jessica Siegele:
Adverse Childhood Experiences in College Athletes
	Traumatic childhood experiences have been shown to affect health into adulthood negatively (Felitti et al., 1998). This study investigates the exposure to adverse childhood experiences among college athletes in two southeastern universities. Participation in sport during childhood is known to be a protective factor for mental health and drug use. The benefits of participation in sport are many and include developing relationships that may foster self-esteem, self-efficacy, and resilience (Wille et al., 2008). These skills are necessary to heal the impact of trauma during childhood.  The ACEs survey was administered to college athletes at a public Division II minority-serving institution and to college athletes at a private NAIA institution. The 10-item ACEs measures whether the individual had experienced 10 different forms of childhood trauma, five personal experiences and five familial experiences. Data from approximately 250 athletes were collected and analyzed.  A comparison of the data collected in the study along with the original ACE study by Felitti and colleagues (1998) will be presented. Researchers will provide suggested next steps in developing protocols for athletic departments, athletic trainers, faculty, and administrators to better serve the needs of these college athletes.

	Marcis Fennell:

Angel vs Caitlin: An Interactionist Synthesis of Smack Talk
	We acknowledge the influence of gender within the historic and contemporary experience. Influenced by sport media, commentary around the performances and competitive language establishes an ethical judgment on the individual. Often sensationalized and commodified for capital, narratives establish images which symbolize such judgment. The dynamic public response between Reese’s and Clark’s “can’t see me” gestures have brought forth the ethical discussion of trash talk and its interpretation and impact on competitive sport. Positioning this within this discussion, we draw from Fennell’s (2022) sociomoral interpretation of trash talk, labeled smack talk, providing an athlete-centered interpretation of behavior coined as trash talk by the power bloc of the sport industry. Conceptually, we interrogate the impact of racial ideology on the identity of a sportsperson (e.g., the values, beliefs, norms, and symbols extracted from public commentary provided and presented by sport media outlets) and the application of smack talk from within the competitive moral community (e.g., athletes) and outside the competitive moral community (e.g., public commentary) through an interactionist lens. Guiding our interrogation of narratives associated between the constructed rivalry between Reese and Clark, we approach our questions understanding Interactionism’s traditional concern with meaning through symbols, communication, and contexts.

	Angelia Nelson:   
The Importance of mentorship programs: NCAA Division II Student-athletes perspectives
	Mentoring is widely recognized as a valuable tool that offers numerous benefits to student-athletes, helping them effectively navigate through various challenges. The benefits encompass academic assistance, guidance in adapting to college life, support in career exploration, etc. Because of the disparities in financial resources between NCAA Division I and II, Division I programs typically possess more extensive budgets and better resources to run mentorship initiatives when compared to Division II programs. This discrepancy becomes more pronounced when looking at the contrast between PWIs and HBCUs since a significant number of HBCUs face financial challenges, leading to relatively fewer resources than their larger PWI counterparts. 
Thus, the purpose of this research is to explore the college journey of Division II student-athletes, comparing those who have participated in a mentorship program to those who haven't. Additionally, the study seeks to investigate their perspectives on the significance of mentorship programs in their overall college experience. This study is still in progress. Semi-structured interviews with ten participants who currently compete at the NCAA Division II level are being conducted with an interview protocol that was established by literature and Mentor-role theory. The results and implications of this study will be discussed at the conference.


	Session 8F: Blackness, anti-Blackness, and Sport

	Yeomi Choi:
“Outsiders within”: Sport, naturalization, and the construction of black Korean runners
	In this study, I examine how Korean media reproduce the identities of two Korean runners of African descent, Oh, Joo-han and Daniel Kashama Biwesa. Informed by Sara Ahmed’s (2000) theorization of stranger and strangerness, particular attention is given to how naturalized black Koreans, often perceived as strangers in Korea, are discursively constructed and configured in the complex and contradictory matrix of inclusion and exclusion. The analysis suggests that the identities of black Koreans are not simply excluded or discriminated against, but rather intricately negotiated within the context of sociocultural hegemony, which includes ethnic nationalism and a white-centered view of race. Consequently, a hierarchical order is established among the group of black Koreans. Demonstrating some differences can be more easily reconciled, a new class of nationals that might be called ‘honorary Koreans’ is constructed.

	Pat Rubio Goldsmith:
Basketball as Racially Hidden Cultural Capital:  Further Incorporating Race into Cultural Capital Theory
	Critics of cultural capital theory argue that it relies on a class-based master narrative that ignores how race and class mutually construct cultural capital. I examine one cultural activity with a strong racial component, basketball performance, to test predictions from the class-based master narrative and the concept of community cultural wealth. Predictions from these perspectives are tested using data on 158 thousand boys high school basketball contests with team fixed effects models. I find mixed results for the class-based master narrative: basketball performance is more outstanding among the middle class than the working class, but the strength of this relationship is hidden by the success of predominantly African American and Native American schools. I find support for predictions from community cultural wealth. The two groups most historically involved with basketball, Native Americans and African Americans, perform the best, and the efficacy of social class is weakest in predominantly African-American and Native-American schools. I conclude that research on cultural capital needs to incorporate an understanding of racially hidden forms of cultural capital.

	Elena Simpkins:
Black Women in Sport Leadership: An Exploration of the Sport Intersectional Model of Power (SIMP)
	Previous research (Eagly & Karau, 2022; Heilman, 1983; Rosette, Koval, Ma, & Livingston, 2016; Schein, 1973) tended to explore women’s limited access to leadership opportunities from a deficit model – attributing their leadership challenges to skills or abilities they were lacking. However, previous research on Black women in particular (Abney, & Richey, 1991; Armstrong, 2007; Armstrong & O’Bryant, 2007; Collins, 1990, 2000, Guy-Sheftall, 1995; Parker, 2005) has argued that Black women are qualified with the personal readiness to be leaders, but they often encounter structural barriers that limit and/or adversely impact their leadership opportunities and experiences. To further explore the phenomenon of Black women’s sport leadership, the preliminary Sport Intersectional Model of Power (SIMP) was developed. This presentation will discuss the elements of the SIMP and the intersectional implications of: (a) Black women’s positionality (i.e., their personal ascriptions, identities, and social locations notably due to their race, gender, and age) and (b) sport organizational cultures.  It will also offer personal and institutional strategies to enhance Black women’s sport leadership opportunities and experiences.

	Kayla Martinez:
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Education for College Athletes: Analyzing DEI Specific Conferences' Pedagogical Aims
	The National Collegiate Athletic Association’s (NCAA) focus on holistically developing college athletes is an evolving aim in the organizational field. Although student-athlete development originated through programming for career and life skills, modern-day emphasis of human rights issues and, social justice matters (I.e., BLM) have prompted programmatic initiatives and pedagogical aims to shift. This current era places symbolic and material emphasis upon diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) education, which is reflected in sports institutions’ amended mission and vision statements, informational trainings centered around DEI, increased intentional efforts to develop athletes’ marginalized identities, and institutional field wide attendance of the Black Student-Athlete Summit, Athlete Ally’s Athlete Activism Summit, and the NCAA Inclusion Forum. Given the popularization of administrators and college athletes attending these DEI specific conferences, the purpose of this study is to examine how programmatic sessions at these conferences assist, contribute, and advance a social justice pedagogy related to identity and other matters of injustice in society and college sport. We intend for this work to provide clarity regarding college athlete identity development, social justice pedagogy, and insights into how these respective conferences craft curricula.


	Session 8G: The genius and intellectual athleticism of ballers: A multidisciplinary prism with theory and practice 

	C. Keith Harrison 
African American athletes, especially males are lauded for their physical prowess that has historically been culturally disconnected from their intellectual prowess as human beings that excel in sports. This session approaches athletic performance of this ethnic demographic (as well as all athletes) with a different prism—ballers/athletes are elite performers because of genius and brilliance, mind and body, and motor development processes. This counter narrative to “natural athlete” notions is still needed in contemporary society with factual, accurate assessments of what really contributes to athletic performance. Hence, we pull together a multidisciplinary intellectual squad to interrogate at least two major questions: What are ballers thinking and processing as they make physical moves during sport competitions? How does studying film and other cognitive and non-cognitive preparations impact elite athletic performance(s)?

	Session 9A: The Impact of Experiential Learning on Sport Management Education

	Christopher Streeter:
Experiential Learning: The Super Bowl LVII Practicum
	The Super Bowl as an American cultural phenomenon has risen to the level of national holiday and rivals the biggest sporting events across the globe. In the short span of a half-century, the Super Bowl has grown from a modest championship game between two football leagues into an oversized mid-winter spectacle co-produced by the NFL and the American advertising and television industries. The game itself has grown from a one-day contest into a week-long festival featuring interactive fan festivals, concerts, autograph signings, extravagant parties, and excessive consumer consumption, all concluding with the game itself on Super Bowl Sunday. This presentation highlights the 3-credit Super Bowl practicum course held in the Spring of 2023 at Nichols College. Practicum topics included the history of the Super Bowl, the economic impact of the Super Bowl, the emergence of the halftime show, and the Super Bowl as a television spectacle. In partnership with the NFL, this experiential practicum consisted of 16 undergraduate students, 10 on-campus classroom sessions, and an eight-day trip to Phoenix, AZ to work the festivities of Super Bowl LVII.

	YunJung Kim:  
 “Like they say, it’s a dream program”: Exploring the experiences of recipients of a SDP higher education program
	Since the announcement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), there has been an emphasis on sports as a prominent enabler to promote peace and development objectives. Previous studies and programs have focused on the education of youth development through sports programs and its influence on vulnerable communities. Over the past decade; an Official Development Assistance (ODA) education program, established in Korea which focuses on sports development, has expanded its projects to develop the competency of developing nations. In particular, a higher education program which provides a master’s degree in sports management is offered to former athletes and/or sports administrators from developing nations. The program’s main goal is for participants to return to their home countries and apply obtained knowledge. Despite the longevity of this program and its growing number of networking, there is a lack of discussion towards the progress of individual participants and their influences in the sports sector. Therefore, this study explores the experiences of former program recipients whom have established a career in sports. It seeks to understand how a higher education program influences perceptions and approaches towards the sports industry and how obtained knowledge has influenced the participants when (re)starting/continuing their career as sport administrators.

	Lauren Beasley: 
Experiential Learning Partnerships with Sport Organizations: A Program Planning Perspective
	Experiential learning may require program planning with community partners (Sandmann et al., 2009). Scholars argue that context, cultural, and power relations influence such planning processes (e.g., Cervero & Wilson, 2006). Specifically, Sandmann and colleagues (2009) have proposed the Service-Learning Program Planning Model (SLPPM), which considers the planning process between higher education programs and community organizations. Yet, no work has considered such planning processes with sport organizations, despite the unique culture of sport. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to explore the planning experiences of social work internship coordinators establishing internship opportunities in sport organizations. Using a grounded theory approach (Corbin & Strauss, 2015), three themes were constructed: (a) cultural context; (b) social capital; and (c) deconstructing misconceptions. Results suggest that there is a reciprocal relationship between culture and the program planning process, each influencing the other. A heuristic model, the Innovative Internship Program Planning Model (IIPPM), is proposed, which considers the centrality of the program planner and the reciprocal relationship between the individual planning process and the larger organizational and social context. The presentation ends with implications of the IIPPM for any higher education program, including sport management departments, working to establish new experiential learning partnerships with sport organizations.

	Wei Wang: 
The Game and Hotel Experiences by Fans: Interdisciplinary Experiential Learning Collaboration Project with Sport Facility and Events Operations and Hospitality and Tourism Operations Classes
	Obtaining real-world experiences is vital in the classroom to assist facility and event operations students in comprehending fans’ needs in the sport industry and hospitality and tourism management. This research collaboration project explored students’ perceptions of how experiential learning activities change their perceptions of learning with cross-curricular teaching in sport management and hospitality and tourism management classes. 

The experiential learning theory process will be explained, including the four corresponding stages. The class training was divided into these areas, and innovative teaching practices were incorporated by instructors in training sessions. Experiential learning pedagogy was applied to develop a meaningful experience for students to comprehend the total customer and fan simultaneous experiences from the sport and hotel industries. Summary information was collected from participants to promote sport management and hospitality and tourism management curriculum development innovations. This research study aimed to provide insight into the importance of incorporating experiential learning in sport facilities and events classes while also exposing students to cross-curricula teaching for expanded career skills.


	Session 9B: Critical Muslim Studies, Sport, and Physical Culture

	Fahad Bin Radhyan:

Esports and health effects in the Middle East: A Systematic Scoping Reviews approach.
	Esports are proliferating worldwide in the past two decades. Countries in the middle east such as Saudi, Qatar, and UAE have allocated remarkable funds to support the esports industry and launched national strategies to establish global hubs in the regain. The popularity of esports continues to increase in the middle east where gamers are predominantly school-aged children and adolescents. However, with this rapid recognition in the regain, health issues resulting from esports, including gaming addiction, cyberbullying, obesity, and gender and racial discrimination are significant public health concerns. Research that focuses on the health effects including sociological and psychological aspects among esports players from the middle east has been logged. To explore the literature, a scoping review paper using the framework of Conducting Systematic Scoping Reviews will help understand this gap, provide implications and recommendations for future research, and highlight the recent trends.

	Umer Hussain:
Interrogating the Concept of Sportswashing: Addressing Epistemological Biases and Advocating for Subjugated Perspectives
	Within the complex context of geopolitics, economic globalization, and international relations, the burgeoning concept of 'sportswashing' has become a vital subject of discussion in mainstream sport media discourses (Boykoff, 2022; Skey, 2023). Sportswashing is rooted in the supposition that governments leverage prominent sports events and athletes to sanitize their global image (Boykoff, 2022). Scholars have primarily used sportswashing in concert with Nye’s (1990) ‘soft power’ theory to explain the growing investments of the authoritarian states (mainly Arab countries) in mega sporting events (Grix & Brannagan, 2014). Despite its growing prominence within academic analyses and media narratives, however, the concept remains contentious, and its interpretation remains subject to the observer's socio-cultural milieu, political leanings, and preconceived notions about the motivations of those charged with sportswashing.  
Our paper posits that an uncritical acceptance of sportswashing as a universally applicable construct may overlook the nuance and complexity of sporting phenomena, which risks forwarding a reductionist/Orientalist portrayal of countries allegedly engaged in such practices. As such, this paper interrogates the cultural processes and unequal power relationships that shape hegemonic understandings of sportswashing while advocating for a nuanced understanding of sportswashing that incorporates subjugated perspectives and acknowledges the many socio-political contexts in which global sport operates.

	Sean Sadri:
Iranian Sports Migration and the Gender Imbalance: Examining Emigration Framing of Elite Iranian Athletes by State-Run Media
	Given that sports often reveal hegemonic gendered practices, the present study content analyzed Iranian mainstream and alternative media coverage of the emigration of elite athletes from Iran’s borders—looking specifically at how this issue has been framed over time by government-controlled media. By analyzing 704 online news articles published between 2007 and 2022 and comparing framing disparities based on gender, this study provides insights into the framing narratives used by a nation without a free press to undermine gender equity and national dialogues about sport. This study determined that male athletes received disproportionally high framing coverage over time, but that this gender imbalance shifted to the inverse in 2020. The impetus for changing framing patterns and an increased focus on women can be attributed to a sudden influx of prominent female athletes who emigrated from Iran to avoid political persecution and spoke out publicly against the Iranian regime. Study findings also uncovered a stark contrast in the prominence of frames attributed to each gender. Match forfeiture frames were utilized significantly more for male athletes—as the policies dictating forfeiting contests against Israeli competitors remain, while female appearance/actions and female rights/equality garnered a larger discussion when framing female athlete emigration. Findings suggest that gender inequities in Iranian media coverage of the athlete emigration phenomenon appear to be waning in favor of a more nuanced discussion about hijab requirements and dress code restrictions.


	Session 9C: Medicalized Bodies: Athlete Experiences with Chronic Illness and Cancer

	Pamela Laucella:

Coach Pat Summitt, Advocate, Icon, and Role Model: The Media Framing of Alzheimer’s
	Coach Pat Summitt, one of the winningest coaches in NCAA history, with 1,098 career wins and eight national championships as head coach of the University of Tennessee Lady Vols, was a pioneering coach and former student athlete, a “subversive," and Alzheimer’s activist. In 2011, Summitt announced her diagnosis of early-onset dementia, Alzheimer’s type. Despite initial denial and anger, she approached it as she did basketball – with tenacity and composure – and shared her story with the world, becoming an advocate for Alzheimer’s awareness, education, and funding. This qualitative media analysis examines online sports sites and newspaper coverage of her 2011 public announcement through her death in 2016 to elucidate how the media framed Summitt and Alzheimer’s, the seventh leading cause of death in the United States. The media are powerful purveyors of information, and their frames influence how people perceive athletes and leaders in sport who are diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, along with Alzheimer’s, its progression, treatment, and impact on patients and caregivers. President Obama honored Summitt with the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her extraordinary life. Her untimely death helped destigmatize Alzheimer’s and the way we perceive and treat the more than six million Americans battling it today, two-thirds of whom are women. This topic is important not only in health and gendered communication, but also in women’s sport and society overall. Insights will be useful for women sport leaders, media practitioners, health providers, among others.

	Gretchen Peterson:
Navigating the Shift from Chronic Illness to Disability: An Autoethnographic Account from a Softball Player
	Playing sports with a chronic illness presents varied challenges for athletes depending on the nature of the chronic illness and the athletic activity.  As a person diagnosed with ulcerative colitis in my early 30’s, I had spent more than a decade playing softball with this illness.  In 2018, I faced new challenges trying to maintain my athletic activities as my illness progressively worsened.  Ultimately, in 2020, I had surgery that left me with an ileostomy, a condition that defines me as a person with a disability.  This paper explores the interplay of the athlete identity with the illness identity in my experiences as I navigated this transition from athlete with a chronic illness to athlete with a disability.  One aspect of the athlete identity, the normalization of pain, looms large in my experiences as the capacity to recognize and acknowledge pain has impacted my illness and my athletic outcomes.

	Kristi Tredway: 
Using the Social Activism of Women’s Professional Tennis to Contextualize the Cancer Diagnoses of Former Champions
	In recent years, three former tennis champions have publicly faced breast cancer diagnoses and treatment, including Martina Navratilova, Francesca Schiavone, and Esther Vergeer, as well as Chris Evert’s proactive cancer mitigation procedures upon learning of her genetic risks for ovarian and breast cancer. Their public responses, drawing attention to the risks and signs of these cancers were, as I would claim, informed by the undercurrent of social activism in women’s professional tennis. They each were taking their own cancer scares and helping others learn of their own potential risks. Audre Lorde said of her own breast cancer diagnosis as an act of social activism: “Each woman responds to the crisis that breast cancer brings to her life out of a whole pattern, which is the design of who she is and how her life has been lived. The weave of her every day existence is the training ground for how she handles crisis. … For some women, in a valiant effort not to be seen as merely victims, this means an insistence that no such feelings exist and that nothing much has occurred. For some women it means the warrior’s painstaking examination of yet another weapon, unwanted but useful.” (Lorde, 1980, p. 7).  The pattern that Navratilova, Evert, Schiavone, and Vergeer emerged from is the power of social activism in women’s tennis with the undercurrent of battling against all odds to ensure that women’s tennis would be a viable sport alongside men’s tennis. This backdrop powered these women through these cancer diagnoses not just for themselves, but for others to learn from as well.

	Katelyn Foltz:  
How Deadly is the National Football League (NFL)?: Analysis of Deceased NFL Players and Their Deaths
	On July 7, 2014, a lawsuit was settled creating a settlement class making any NFL player that had retired prior to that date or their representatives’ claimants eligible to receive benefits. The lawsuit claimed the NFL knew the players had repeated head injuries and concussions, which lead to these neurological problems, and failed to notify players. A 1600+ person/player database was established of previous retired players that were eligible members of the class action lawsuit and have since passed away. Drawing from the conveyer belt theory which describes how families of athletes are under the illusion of taking advantage of the system while they are being taken advantage of by white companies (Rhoden, 2007). Research suggest that Black players are often steered toward playing more contact positions and white players are usually assigned to the positions of quarterback, center, and offensive guard. We examine the notion that NFL players are being taken advantage of by the lack of concussion protocol, especially those represented in certain positions within this hard-hitting contact sport. Our explanatory research project explores the relationship between race; position played; and number of seasons played with cause of death. Using descriptive statistics, we find statistically significant (p value of >.01) relationships between race, years played, and cause of death. Future research is needed in this area to further determine causes of death and to get a better understanding of the chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) levels of athletes.


	Session 9D: Sexual Violence & Violence in Sport: Stemming the Tide

	Ilina Arsova:
“Too friendly for respect.” An autoethnography of a female adventure athlete from the Balkans confronting gender-based power imbalances in sports.
	Sexual abuse among athletes on the Balkans, is sadly still a taboo and studies about this topic are scarce at regional level.  A considerable body of literature speaks about the positive outcomes of sport’s participation among youth, emphasizing the social and mental health benefits (Eime et al., 2013; Neto & Nery, 2018; Malm, C., Jakobsson, J., & Isaksson, A., 2019). However, sports settings impose specific risks and not always promote overall wellbeing. Besides other concerns, violence in sport must be addressed. According Hartill (2009) the definition includes maltreatment (e.g., physical), bullying (Marracho et al., 2021), psychological violence, or sexual abuse, and a proper education can contribute for its prevention. Alexandre, J., et al., (2022) suggest that sexual abuse is associated with physical and emotional abusive behaviors, in a relationship that is guided by power imbalances. This autoethnography shares the story of a female athlete from the Balkans stuck in between the passion for sports and the moral challenges imbedded in the macho culture of the adventure sport community and the power imbalances within. Thematic analyses demonstrate the dominance of negative emotions emerged from the dataset, such as fears, low self-esteem, guilt, embarrassment, which will further impact the life of the victim.

	Katie Mirance:
Feminist Abolitionist Approaches to Gender-Based Violence: A descriptive case study of gender-based violence in SportsWorld
	Beginning with the second wave feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s, feminist theory and activism have centered around gender-based violence, particularly sexual and intimate partner violence. Early second wave feminists agitated for the criminalization of violence. More recently, abolitionist feminists have articulated the danger and risks of relying on the criminal legal system for accountability in cases of gender-based violence. Using the institution of sport as a descriptive case study, this paper explores the potential of extra-legal sanctions, specifically suspensions and expulsions by the bodies that govern collegiate and professional sports, as strategies for holding abusers accountable while remaining consistent with the frameworks provided by feminist, anti-racists abolitionists. College and professional sports have policies explicitly focused on gender-based violence perpetration. Data from our unique dataset demonstrate that despite the policies, rarely are athletes or coaches who perpetrate gender-based violence held accountable in any meaningful way. We interrogate the short-comings of these policies and theorize the potential that sport organizations hold to intervene in and prevent gender-based violence in ways that advance feminist, anti-racist abolitionist goals.

	Laura Gubby:
Negotiating Vulnerability, Risk and Fear: Experiences of Women Who Trail Run
	The media's coverage of gender-based violence and abuse has brought attention to the safety considerations that many women face in their daily lives. This study explores how women who engage in trail running in the UK perceive and respond to risks. Through individual, semi-structured mobile interviews with 16 female trail runners, we discovered that despite few instances of violence or harassment on the trails, these women consistently assess the risks while running. One common concern was encountering a lone man without a dog, which evoked fear of sexual violence. The runners shared vivid accounts of specific moments that felt risky or frightening, explaining their thought processes and responses, such as altering routes, backtracking, increasing speed, and checking if they were being followed. It is crucial to increase awareness of women's lived experiences and realities in various spaces, including exercise environments, to understand how the fear of gender-based violence or abuse affects their daily lives.

	Lars Dzikus:
Self-Disclosure in Sexual Violence Prevention
	Numerous studies explore sexual violence in sports, encompassing its prevalence, survivor impacts, and implications for sport professionals (Brackenridge, 2001; Leahy, 2010; Leahy et al., 2008). Entities like the International Olympic Committee (2007) and National Collegiate Athletic Association (2014) have issued prevention guidelines. Athletes’ publicized accounts of sexual abuse experiences are accessible (Fleury and McLellan Day, 2009; Kennedy and Grainger, 2006; Kiehl and Hernandez, 2010; Lee, 2010), but personal interactions with survivors are limited. Such encounters, though effective teaching tools according to student feedback, pose challenges and risks. This presentation aims to share insights from a decade of utilizing personal experiences as a sexual abuse survivor in teaching about the issue. The speaker will delve into strategies, drawing on auto-ethnography (Dzikus, 2012a, b), addressing ethics, boundaries, self-care, student support, trigger warnings, and alternative teaching methods.


	Session 9E: Sport, race and the outdoors

	Jessica Murfree:
“And we back outside” - A case for public health inclusivity in sport for nature
	The present commentary considers the institutional roles of exclusionary norms in sport, recreation, and physical activity, and how the normative practices of exclusion in nature reinforces systems of oppression specific to environmental and climate injustices. Specifically, this presentation will discuss the researchers’ scholarly focus on the critical need for public health discourse in DEI conversations and study in sport ecology. This presentation is three-fold and will frame environmental and climate injustices as public health concerns, particularly for marginalized communities. We will discuss the inroads of ecological injustice and public health concerns in sport – and specifically look at the relationship sport has with the adverse health impacts of climate change. The presentation concludes with implications for inclusivity in sport for nature given the mediation of the aforementioned relationship by stresses on human political and social systems for these groups.

	Miruthula Queen Anbu:
Dragon Boat and the 'Waveprint;' Environmental Impact of Dragon Boat Paddling in Sen̓áḵw
	The ‘waveprint,’ refers to the unnoticeable social, cultural, political, and biological imprint(s) to bodies of water made by an individual, group, and/or human-made watercraft. As a non-motorized, human-powered sports, the watersports are assumed to be amongst the top environmentally friendly sports, thus the limited research. This demonstrates an urgency to understand how humans impact the water, Indigenous land, and species whose home is the Sen̓áḵw (False Creek Inlet in Vancouver, BC) from above, on, and below the water. Similar to terra nullius, referring to the “nobody’s land” that prompted the displacement of the Coast Salish Peoples from Sen̓áḵw may perceive the waters ways of Sen̓áḵw as aqua nullius, “nobody’s water.”
 The Long Zhou (dragon boat) is a traditional and cultural symbol of Chinese heritage. Using these concepts, I argue that the sportification of dragon boat contributes to the erasure of environmentally sustainable Chinese cultural practices, the displacement of residents and the invasion of their home spaces, and the fluid making of boundaries and rules. Today’s sportified version of dragon boat racing has shifted Chinese culture and traditions into event spaces, thus leaving a negative environmental ‘waveprint’ on the relationship and shared spaces with nature. Thus, it is critical first to identify the spaces where and how human-powered watercrafts shape the outdoor environment for the future of dragon boat. More importantly, the future of the waterscape impacts all humans and nonhumans in Vancouver.

	Ilina Arsova:
LaCholitas: A Narrative Inquiry Exploring Indigenous Women Mountain Climbers
	The South American Andes are the second highest mountain range in the world after
 the Himalayas. They are home to Bolivia, Peru, Chile, and Argentina. Women from this area were born and raised in high altitude environments and have developed deep relations with the mountains. However, climbing mountains has historically been viewed as a male-dominated endeavor (Appleby & Fisher, 2005; Frühauf et al., 2022; Hall, 2019; Pomfret & Doran, 2015). Tulle (2022), for example, suggested “mountains have long been dominated by men and hype masculine practices. Women have worked hard to find a legitimate space in them.” In 2015, a group of indigenous women from Bolivia started a new chapter in women’s mountaineering ascending the highest peaks of South America. The fact that the mountaineers were dressed in their traditional dress immediately attracted media attention (Great Big Story 2017; AFP News, 2022).  These socio-cultural contexts underscore the significance of studying the experiences of these indigenous trailblazers. Through analyzing art history, media content, observation, and in-depth interviews, this paper speaks about the role of these women as mountaineers and the meaning behind their endeavors. 
Keywords: Mountaineering, women, mountain tourism, climbing, fieldwork

	Shabana Ali:
South Asians in 'The Great Outdoors': Navigating Racialized Experiences Rock Climbing in Canada
	In over 20  years of outdoor rock climbing, I have noticed an absence of those like myself—climbers of South Asian descent. This absence is troubling, as sports and connecting with nature have been shown to significantly increase wellbeing. Participation in outdoor leisure is also tied to Canadian national identity. Despite being Canada’s largest visible minority group, South Asians are vastly underrepresented in outdoor recreation and thus denied full access to wellness and citizenship. More specifically, this disconnect exists between the large South Asian diaspora in Vancouver, Canada and the rock climbing mecca of nearby Squamish. Through observations made from a facilitated day of outdoor climbing, in conjunction with an on-site focus group discussion, this paper looks to examine how a group of South Asian climbers negotiate their racialized identities within the pervasive White spaces of the outdoor climbing community. Moreover, through a same day, culturally focused photo performance piece, which was later installed in a Vancouver climbing gym, this paper equally looks to understand how the presence of their racialized bodies aligns with, resists or disrupts climbing cultural norms and ideologies.


	Session 9F: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Jim Sarra:

Power 5 Conferences and Issues of Power in Sports Governance: An Examination of NCAA Governance Challenges
	This session reviews sports governance, specifically focusing on the Power 5 conferences within the NCAA and their challenges. Sports governance has been studied in several aspects, specifically in the sports management framework. A gap continues to grow in intercollegiate athletics, with the Southeastern Conference (SEC), Big Ten Conference, and Big 12 Conference leading the charge to separate themselves from other NCAA institutions. While the NCAA has been decimated by lawsuits over the last few years and seen its power dwindle, there seems to be a power struggle related to sports governance. The Power 5 conferences continue to create rules and regulations and membership criteria that hinder their counterparts to meet the required criteria to compete.
 
The researchers who have worked in the sports industry at various Power 5 institutions will examine the future of sports governance in intercollegiate athletics. They focus on what, why, and how of college sports governance. The session will address these long-standing issues in light of a new reality and emphasize the importance of maintaining the educational mission of colleges and universities. The presenters will discuss ongoing efforts to help student-athletes balance academics and high-level competition for a well-rounded college experience. Overall, the session aims to ensure a successful future for intercollegiate athletics.

	Marlene Holmes :
Mental Health Or Mental Illness: Educating, Acknowledging, and Accepting the Mental Health Experience of Black Women Competing in College Athletics
	This presentation will explain and connect how past events, current events in society, and college athletics directly impact mental health for Black women competing in college athletics through the lens of social work. The purpose of this presentation is to share the qualitative findings and results on how the intersection of identities for Black women contributes to the barriers that are experienced and impact future challenges with self-esteem and self-actualization. Data in this presentation will discuss results from Black women who competed in historically white institutions in high education (formerly known as PWIs), and those who competed at historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs). Not only do Black women experience this during college athletics, but often the onset of mental health and mental illness began early in their career and continues upon their departure from athletics. Through the framework of Black racial identity development and Black feminist thought, the psychological experiences should be acknowledged to encourage the need for resources and support before, during, and after athletics.


	Session 9G: Technology Advancement and the Minorities influence on ESport

	Shushan Dai:
Gaming Femininities: A Qualitative Analysis of the Digital Production of Gendered Identities
	Live streaming, particularly on platforms like Twitch, has evolved into a widespread and popular phenomenon. However, amidst this growth, female streamers often face various challenges, including higher levels of negative comments and critics, online sexual harassment, objectification, gendered stereotypes, and underrepresentation. These challenges highlight the urgent need to address and rectify the existing gender issues, fostering an environment that is more inclusive and equitable for all participants. In current society, female streamers are portrayed as empowered and active individuals, even though in fact they are influenced and restricted by postfeminist-neoliberal discourses. Female streamers frequently find themselves needing to conform to certain behavioral norms and construct identities that are seen as necessary for their success and acceptance. In the meantime, the representations of their online behaviors and identities may have a significant impact on other female streamers and viewers, and the potential to (re)shape feminine norms and codes within the realm of online digital culture. Accordingly, in this study, I aim to analyze the intricate interplay between social, economic, and cultural contexts, and the influence exerted by Twitch and its users, which may facilitate and/or normalize gendered practices in the digital landscape.

	Akilah Carter-Francique:
HBCU, STEM, and the Development of Esports
	The purpose of the presentation is to illuminate how HBCUs are leveraging their legacy as pioneers in education to influence current students and future generations in STEM through the use of Esports curricular, co-curricular, and community outreach efforts. Presenters will share their efforts with academic program development, student academic experiences and professionalization, gaming and technological engagements as well as the role of Black history and culture in Esports.

	Lindee Declercq:
More than a Game: Understanding Gendered Discourse in Online Communities for Gaming
	The world of online gaming has been well documented as being a negative environment for women. From the events of #GamerGate to the cheating accusations faced by Geguri in the Overwatch League, gaming is treated as an activity reserved for boys and men. Based on previous research detailing online safe spaces, it is evident that some women can feel comfortable engaging on social media to discuss their hobbies. Focused on the context of groups dedicated to gaming, this paper explores users’ posts about “Overwatch” to understand how gender is included in the discourse on the social media platform “Tumblr”. The majority of Tumblr users are assumed to be women, which has created an environment where women can post publicly about their interests with less potential of being policed by men. Tumblr as a whole is recognized as a safe space for groups who are often marginalized and harassed on other social media platforms. The findings show a vibrant LGBTQ+ community that demonstrates the importance of diversity within character design as users wanted to feel represented by the characters they are playing. Overall, this paper aims to highlight the diversity that exists within online communities for video gaming.

	Rashan Isaac:
Positioning of the “e-thlete”: self-perceptions of collegiate esports athletes in their organizations
	Collegiate esport programs have seen substantial investments in construction of facilities and personnel mirroring the athletics arm race in traditional sport (Hoofer et. al, 2015). Despite such advancements, a lack of consensus exists in management of collegiate esports programs. Collegiate esports athletes face similar issues as their traditional athlete counterparts including sexism (Ruvalcaba et. al, 2018), homophobia (Xue et. al, 2019) racism (Fletcher, 2020), and ethical concerns (Funk et. al, 2018). Through an Interpretative Phenomenological Approach this study will generate understanding of the lived experiences of collegiate esport athletes, providing guidance for athletic administrators and coaches in esport program formation.

	Chris Davis:
Minorities' and Gaming the impact on Esports
	The rapid growth of the esports industry has propelled it into the mainstream entertainment arena, evolving into a global multi-million dollar industry. With this expansion, questions arise regarding representing and including diverse communities within esports. Despite the increasing interest and participation of male and female players, concerns persist regarding the treatment of minorities within the gaming landscape. The research underscores the prevalence of stereotypes and gender biases in online gaming, leading to the marginalization of female gamers and hindering their recognition as authentic participants. This paper delves into the underrepresentation of minorities in esports, shedding light on their challenges, including online bullying and gender-based assumptions. By broadening the exposure of women and minority individuals to esports culture, the potential for enhanced educational and professional opportunities emerges, creating pathways for students to pursue higher education and careers within the STEM fields. As the esports realm expands, advocating for an inclusive environment becomes imperative in nurturing the next generation of diverse gamers. This study emphasizes the significance of embracing diversity in esports for the industry's future growth and the empowerment of underrepresented groups seeking entry into the competitive landscape of STEM professions.


	Session 10A: Sport, Newcomers, and Urban Space: Contested Terrains

	Monir Shahzeidi:

Leisure Constraints and Wellbeing of Racialized Women Refugees in Canada
	The global refugee crisis has reached unprecedented levels, with nearly 109 million individuals forcibly displaced by the end of 2022. Among them, over half are women 18 to 59 years old who have fled due to discrimination and violence. The resettlement of refugees in host communities poses significant challenges for both refugees and host countries. In addition to structural factors, power relations and social norms further constrain women's access to essential resources and leisure activities. Using leisure constraints theory, this presentation investigates the perspectives of racialized women on physical activity and healthy lifestyles in the context of forced migration, focusing on the constraints they face in their leisure participation. Understanding these barriers is critical to the development of culturally appropriate inclusion practices for public service providers, health practitioners, community service providers, and refugee support services. Although often overlooked in mainstream research, leisure and sport play a vital role in individuals' well-being; this literature review seeks to shed light on the experiences of racialized women and advocate for their empowerment through meaningful leisure opportunities.

	Xindan Liu:
The Role of Community Sports in Facilitating Social Inclusion for Newcomers in Belgium
	Belgium, situated at the crossroads of geography, culture, and politics in Europe, has shown considerable enthusiasm for the notion that community sports can foster a sense of social belonging for newcomers amid the backdrop of global migration and immigration issues. Sports potentially can as an opportunity for newcomers to integrate into society. Community sports organizations in Brussels, particularly non-profit sports associations, continually face challenges. These associations aim to enrich sports programs, increase sports participation, and invest resources and efforts into the well-being of the sport's participants. This paper contends that actively and consciously managing inclusive sports activities by coaches, volunteers, and administrators is crucial for integrating newcomers into society. Utilizing a mixed-method approach, analyzing the impact of an NPO sports association that utilizes weekend community sports activities to facilitate the integration of newcomers. The research found three significant areas of impact: firstly, the enthusiasm of coaches, professionalism of volunteers, and proactivity of administrators can enhance the integration of new immigrants. Secondly, sports participation should occur within a safe, enjoyable, and communicative environment. Lastly, young new immigrants perceive sports activities as opportunities for social interaction rather than merely skill-building in sports.


	Session 10B: Minority Serving Institutions: Beacons of Hope

	Deverin Muff:
Measuring the Levels of Athletic Identity of Historically Black College University (HBCU) Student-Athletes in Correlation with Academic Achievement
	A person’s college years are formidable to develop a sense of personal identity and belonging. Student athletes are typically among the most prominent and visible demographic on a college campus. There has been extensive research conducted on the levels of athletic identity of student-athletes, however the vast majority of those studies focus on Predominantly White Institutions (PWI). This study is intended to expand the body of research previously conducted at PWI’s on the levels of athletic identity of student-athletes to be done at a Historically Black College University (HBCU).
 HBCU’s were created to be a space for Black students to thrive in a higher education space to compete careers in an ever-growing globalized society. Historically, Blacks have systemically been barred from equal access to education and financial support. One of the ways to enhance support is through collegiate athletics. Unfortunately, athletics often trumps academic achievement in college settings. This study assesses the correlation of athletic identity to academic achievement to determine if athletic identity is a significant factor in determining a student-athlete’s academic endeavor.

	Jasmine Hamilton:
Preserving HBCUs' value and legacy: The benefits of academic program reviews
	The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the value of HBCUs and HBCU education. Acknowledging legislation and DEI pushback, presenters will highlight the present day value of academic program reviews for HBCUs and how they can contribute to student learning, faculty enhancement, and program effectiveness. Ultimately, amplifying HBCUs legacy as viable options for higher education supporting student career networks and pathways.

	J. Kenyatta Cavil:
The HBCU Ecosystem: The HBCU Sports Culture in the Digital Media Space
	The purpose of this presentation is to explore a research study on individual, social, and environmental factors of the social capital in higher education, college sports and specifically, historically Black institutions as it pertains to social media and the continued evolution and growth in the historically Black college and university (HBCU) ecosystem and how they interact to influence participation on social media. Furthermore, this presentation explores the social ecological frameworks of the HBCU ecosystem, considering the multifaceted influence of individual, social, and environmental/policy factors interrelating in this given context (Stokols, 1996). Utilizing this framework allows for the integration of multiple contexts to analyze wide-ranging social systems (i.e. higher education, sports, HBCUs) (Chrismaan et al., 2021; Preiser et al, 2018; Craike, Symons, & Zimmermann, 2012; Oetzel, Ting-Toomey, & Rinderle, 2006).


	Session 10C: Labor, Harm, and Abuse in Sport

	Justin Garner:
Exploring the Devaluation of the (Black) Running Back in the NFL
	Professional sport team owners will often exercise monopsony power when the opportunity presents itself, in order to underpay their players; and this frequently occurs with players who generate the greatest amount of value. According to the theory of racialized organizations, racial schemas are embedded in the structure of organizations and reproduced through organizational practices. As such, the players that are more prone to being underpaid in sport organizations are athletes of color due to the apparent racialized structures within these organizations.
 For instance, recent research revealed patterns of racial segregation in high-risk and high-prestige positions, along with exploitation of racialized players throughout the long history of the National Football League (NFL). Positions such as linebacker and running back, which are not as prestigious as quarterback and do not have the career longevity as kicker, have a higher risk of injury, have become predominantly Black, and tend to be the positions that are economically devalued. Prior to the 2023 NFL season, several of the top running backs have requested pay equity, and either have contract disputes with their respective teams or are struggling as a free agent to find an organization to pay them near the amount they are seeking.
 Running backs, especially Black running backs, are typically among the players that are exploited for their labor and underpaid. Regardless of their level of talent, amount of production or impact on team success, there is a pejorative narrative that running backs are simply replaceable.

	Christopher McLeod:
Good Jobs, Bad Jobs in the United States’ Spectator Sport Industry
	Sociologists have discovered that there is an increasing polarization toward “good jobs” and “bad jobs” in United States. Using American Community Survey data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau from 2015 to 2019, we compare employment characteristics of spectator sports industry workers to workers in other industries to determine how the sport industry is contributing to the polarization of job quality. We use linear and logistic regression analysis to find that working in the spectator sports industry is associated with a statistically significantly higher likelihood of working part-time, lower likelihood of having health insurance through an employer, and lower earnings relative to other industries. The types of jobs available in the sports industry partially explain these differences. In looking at occupations within the sports industry, we observe polarization in the types of jobs available. "Good jobs" in sports, like those in management, business and finance, have high shares of workers working full-time, year-round, with employer health insurance and high earnings. "Bad jobs" in sports, like those in food preparation/service and building and maintenance, have high shares of workers working part-time and seasonal, with low earnings and without employer health insurance.

	Derek Silva:
The Normalization of College Football During the COVID-19 Pandemic
	In the Spring and Summer of 2020, as the global economy came to an almost immediate stop to prevent the spread of the deadly COVID-19 virus, universities across the U.S. shut their doors, sent (most) students home, and moved classes and other activities online. College football players, however, were the notable exception and were expected to remain on campus and continue preparations for what would be a fall 2020 season. Indeed, despite the appeals offered over the summer at the prospect of playing college football in the context of a global health crisis (Kalman-Lamb, Silva, Mellis, 2020a, 2020b; Mull, 2020), campus athletic workers largely remained on college campuses – while their non-athlete peers went home to consume courses online – and, subsequently, played a pandemic season that was watched by the masses on the television and in the stadiums with few seemingly batting an eyelash. If you look closely, what you see is that universities were very explicitly subjecting unpaid athletic workers to precisely the same forms of harm eliciting such outrage in the context of other pandemic workers. The difference with college football was that most simply did not care about the working conditions of college athletes in particular. This presentation explores the so-called pandemic college football season as a case study of exactly how college football creates conditions of corporeal violence and harm that continues to negatively impact campus athletic workers.


	Session 10D: The Impact of Experiential Learning on Sport Management Education

	Ashley Bowers:
Implementing Sport Management Experiential Learning Strategies into Classroom Instruction
	Colleges and universities are continuously assessing ways in which to prepare students for job readiness.  Current research reveals that 49 percent of recent graduates feel underqualified for entry-level jobs (Hora, 2023).  Further, it is revealed that business-oriented disciplines, such as sport management, are missing the mark in preparing students for skills that are needed by employers (Tan et al., 2022).  Thus, it is commonplace in Sport Management education programs to require experiential learning opportunities through internship programs and other practicum-related experiences.  While such programs are certainly meaningful and appropriate, there is less research on the impact that in-classroom learning experiences can have on this “experiential aspect” of students’ learning; in other words, not having an overreliance on off-campus work programs to fulfill this component. The goal of this study is to provide sport management educators with experiential learning strategies to implement into classroom instruction.  To accomplish this, researchers will use a case study approach by reviewing data from exit surveys from a COSMA-accredited sport management program at a major university.  Data revealed will give researchers insights into students’ perceived readiness, and how to further implement sound experiential learning strategies into classroom instruction in the sport management curriculum.

	Ashley Ryder:
Empowering Learning Autonomy: The Role of Active Learning and Case Studies in Sport Sociology
	Active learning involves a teaching methodology where students take an active role in the learning process. This approach is rooted in constructivist learning theory, which emphasizes the notion that individuals learn by linking new ideas and experiences with their existing knowledge. By actively engaging in the learning process, students can strengthen their understanding and retention of information, fostering deeper and more meaningful learning outcomes, and develop a sense of autonomy in their learning. Active learning includes activities across a spectrum from simple to moderate to complex. Case studies are often utilized to aid students in answers questions such as: “How would you solve this, and “What solutions would you come up with?” Additionally, case studies allow for pedagogical freedom as they can be designed or modified to fit the needs of the course objectives. Case studies effectively aid students to engage in problem solving and deriving creative solutions. This presentation will outline the development of a case study assignment for a sport sociology class. For the assignment, cases are current/recent events. Upon researching the case – students develop and produce a written case study report (direction to be provided in presentation). Students can complete the assignment individually or in pairs.

	Lequez Spearman:
Experiential Writing in A Sport Management Classroom: Students’ Written Reflections on Their Learning Experiences Watching On-Demand Interviews
	The purpose of this project is to better understand the learning experiences of sport management students in a second-year class. The author recorded interviews with sport management practitioners in New York City in person and on Zoom. The practitioners were asked about their day-to-day operations of their jobs, the five-year trajectory of their career, and advice for students entering their field. The interviews were edited in Adobe Premier, coded by the author, and then thematized to create writing assignments: a job description, a semi-structured interview protocol, and a self-evaluative essay. Based on the students’ graded assignments and reflections, the author can conclude that students valued the experiential learning assignments more than “traditional” assignments, because they were allowed to bridge their academic communities with their professional communities. As an example, students used the written assignments to speculate how their current competencies measured against those required in the jobs cited in the interviews, including but not limited to event managers, sport agents, and digital content creators. Taken together, the interviews and the written assignments demonstrate that writing enable students to reflect, create and experiment with on-demand content in a way that cannot be replicated with quizzes, exams, and essays.


	Session 10E: Social Justice, Platforms and Awareness, & Mechanisms for Change

	Emma Calow:

"Social media and social justice go hand in hand": Why social media is used as a tool for activism and why it isn't, according to Black women athlete activists
	In recent years, social media has been used as an important and impactful tool for athlete activism. For example, athlete activist Gwen Berry is an active user on her social media platforms (i.e., Instagram and Twitter) to promote messages of social justice and to incite discussion around systemic racial disparity in wider U.S. society. Using social media in this way, however, is not without risks and repercussions, particularly in the context of online sport-based activism in a profoundly politically divided society that claims the seeming political neutrality of sport and its athletes. Emerging from a qualitative study grounded in feminist cultural studies through open and axial coding, this presentation focuses on data highlighting the pros and cons of social media as a tool for everyday activism and as a medium for social justice-centered discussions based on the insights, experiences, and efforts of Black sportswomen. I present two pros (finding and building community and form of self-expression) and two cons (sensationalizing Black pain and dealing with backlash). Such data provide new/unique information into how Black women athletes use social media as an avenue for activism engagement, including their varied experiences of and thoughts on such.

	Aquasia Shaw:
Conditional Receptiveness Based on the Message or Messenger? Exploring Issues Addressed through Athlete Activism on Social Media.
	Recently the sport world has demonstrated its ability to be a site for social justice and structural change, and academics are noting a renaissance of athlete activism in the United States. However, when athletes and sport organizations try to use social media to raise awareness and promote inclusion, users online are not always receptive to the message. Despite the activism of women of color, members of the LGBTQ+ community, and other marginalized individuals who have initiated and been at the center of these movements, their positions are invalidated instead privileging perceived heterosexual/normative sportsmen and men’s organizations. Drawing upon social media, athletes official statements, and online news media coverage, we locate narratives in online communication, assessing which issues are most supported and which mediums are successful in spreading such information. Using thematic and textual analysis this project intends to reveal whose voices and perspectives are valued and illustrate how collective narratives of solidarity are informed by trending topics and the need to remain relevant.

	Lauren Anderson:

Social Media Narratives of Deshaun Watson's Sexual Harassment Scandal in the Aftermath of #MeToo
	In August 2022, Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson was suspended 11 games by the National Football League (NFL) following an investigation into over 20 allegations of sexual misconduct against him. Fans, players, and sports media personalities immediately took to Twitter to express displeasure with Watson’s minimal punishment, including Former Ravens quarterback Robert Griffin III, who tweeted, “The NFL had an opportunity to show it had learned from its ugly history on standing up for Women with this Deshaun Watson case and IT FAILED” (Edmonds, 2022, para. 8). Before the #MeToo movement, media accounts of sexual violence against women often trivialized the problem and reinforced notions of victim blaming (Meyers, 1997). However, as Leopold et al. (2019) argued, the #MeToo movement changed norms surrounding the understanding and acceptability of sexual harassment and violence against women. Given this backdrop, this research takes a qualitative approach to discourse analysis using NVivo by analyzing tweets related to the Watson scandal over an 18-month period—from the first allegation of Watson’s sexual assault to the NFL’s announcement of his 11-game suspension. The purpose is twofold: First, to determine whether social media narratives shift over time as more information comes to light, and second, to uncover ways in which people construct particular understandings of gender in relation to athlete sexual assault in the wake of #MeToo.

	Brittany Schulz:
The Atlanta Dream's Social Media Movement
	New age social media serves as a viable source for obtaining information regarding events impacting our society. Sport organizations have used platforms such as Instagram and Twitter to bring awareness to social justice issues. An example comes from the Women’s National Basketball Association's Atlanta Dream. Recently, they updated their Instagram profile to include a pride themed profile picture and created a line of merchandise inspired by the LGBTQ+ movement and pride month. They’ve also shared posts regarding voting and women’s rights relating to the overturning of Roe v. Wade. This presentation utilizes a qualitative approach through netnography to analyze how sport organizations can use platforms to work toward social justice in society. Social media is a great way for sports organizations to reach their fans outside of the event atmosphere. Teams can reach their fans and address things other than wins and losses in an environment known for its freedom of speech. Some learning outcomes include how these types of posts motivate or disengage fans and if utilizing platforms can be effective in creating awareness of issues impacting society.


	Session 10F: Teaching Sport Studies 2

	Jennifer Sterling:
Team TILTing: Implementing Transparency in a Large Lecture Sport Studies course
	During the Fall semester of 2022 our teaching team participated in the Transparency in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education project in our Inequality in American Sport course. The TILT project “aims to advance equitable teaching and learning practices that reduce systemic inequities in higher education” (TILT Higher Ed). Our participation in the project consisted of beginning- and end-of-semester student surveys while implementing “small changes” based on transparent methods. This presentation will first introduce the TILT framework and supporting research before discussing our rationale for implementing it in our large lecture, introductory, diversity and inclusion general education course. We will next share our modified curriculum, survey results, and a discussion of our findings – both explicit and tacit. Finally, we will reflect on ongoing TILT-influenced course modifications, how these layer and intersect with metacognitive approaches, and the cooperative efforts that allow for innovation and scholarship of teaching and learning in the college classroom.

	Jessica Siegele:
Indigenous Sport and Recreation Course Creation
	The University of North Carolina at Pembroke, a Historically Minority Serving Institution (HMSI), established a graduation requirement in the Fall of 2022 that all baccalaureate graduates complete a course that fulfills an Indigenous Cultures and Communities (ICC) course requirement. This presentation discusses the creation and implementation of a new Kinesiology course entitled “Recreation and Sport in Indigenous Cultures” designed to fulfill the ICC course requirement. 
This presentation will describe the American Indian culture and history at UNCP, the process of receiving ICC designation, and the course content of the newly created course, “Recreation and Sport in Indigenous Cultures.”  
Through the current praxis of decolonizing academia and education (i.e., Huaman & Brayboy, 2017; Shahjahan et al., 2022; Stein et al., 2021), it makes sense that UNCP, a historically Native American university, take steps to integrate Indigenous studies within all degree programs. The example provided of the ICC-designated course of “Recreation and Sport in Indigenous Communities” situated in a Kinesiology department could be a model for other institutions, regardless of Indigenous heritage, to include a more diverse and culturally competent curriculum.

	Kae McCarty:
Application and Impact of Zines in the Socially Just Sports Classroom
	In this interactive session, attendees will be invited to create their own 'mini zines' while discussing the embodiment of punk zine ethos and a do-it-yourself (DIY) approach within the classroom. Zines are self-published communications, historically as booklets, which tell a story outside of corporate publishing control. As such, they tend towards topics which aim to disrupt and dismantle the status quo. Because of this, zines can be a liberatory tool for students to learn and express topics within sport that may be overlooked or under-highlighted. However, though these are an excellent tool, it is imperative that classroom leaders consider their use carefully, lest we risk appropriation, feeding a fad, and/or dampening the impact of a powerful tool for social justice. This presentation will take attendees through a brief zine history, examples of use in a sports sociology-focused classroom, and student created rubric process as an application of original zine ethos. The presenter does not claim expertise in this topic and attendees are encouraged to bring an open heart and mind towards the creation of an inviting, collaborative space.

	Alexia Lopes: 
One Nation, One Team: Discussing the USWNT Equal Pay Victory in the Classroom
	Over the last decade, the United States Women’s National Soccer team’s (USWNT) fight for equal pay has put women’s sports, and the business of women’s sports on the global agenda. The landmark settlement granting the USWNT equal pay with their male counterparts is an opportunity to inspire change in women’s sports and enlighten fruitful discussions in sport management classrooms. We recognize that sport management students are the future of the industry and therefore, conversations about the business of women’s sports, its opportunities, accomplishments and issues, should be highlighted.  The proposed case study centers on the USWNT’s accomplishments, specifically the equal pay settlement and the journey to its achievement. The case highlights three main areas for classroom discussion: leadership, diversity, and marketing, allowing instructors to adapt the topic to different class needs. As we reflect on these topics within classrooms, we stimulate discussions that target what may be necessary to continue the momentum to move all women’s sports forward. Additionally, we believe in the role of students as future leaders in the industry and in their potential to have a global impact on the future of women’s sports.


	Session 10G: Fat Play: Rethinking Sporting Bodies and the Benefits of Movement

	Kasie Murphy:
Challenging Fat Abjection: Organized Physical Activity is a Space for Fat Women
	Fat bodies are not usually read as Ideal sporting bodies. When fat people take part in organized physical activity, their participation is often seen as a desire to lose weight, which perpetuates the idea that fat people should not exist in physical activity spaces. In my PhD project, I will be looking at how fat people experience and work to change organized recreational physical activity spaces. Specifically, I look at how fat people feel moving their bodies in social spaces centered around physical movement and how fat activists and physical activity program organizers are working to change traditional forms of organized physical activity to become more inclusive for fat people. In this presentation, I hope to share my proposed research by outlining some of the current challenges and some of the current social movements taking place that aim to change how fat people engage in organized physical activity. 

	Heather Van Mullem:
You Should Really Get Some Exercise!: Addressing Fatphobia in Kinesiology Degree Programs
	Overweight and obese people are told in informal and formal ways that their bodies are bad and need to be changed or fixed (Bruso, 2018). Weight bias is present within the fitness community and, if not addressed, can result in poor client adherence to wellness activities (Scritchfield, 2018). As training sites for future fitness professionals, Kinesiology programs are responsible to create a culture of learning that values all people, diverse perspectives, and experiences. Doing so improves preparation of highly qualified and empathetic professionals and has a direct and positive influence on encouraging the facilitation and adoption of health-related behaviors for people of all sizes. This presentation will: (1) Identify ways Kinesiology degree programs may perpetuate fatphobia and biased ways of thinking and (2) Identify curricular changes and other strategies to create learning and fitness communities that accept and value diverse bodies.

	Layla Cameron:
Making gains for heavy hitters: Pursuing athletic excellence as fat athletes
	We explore how fat athletes navigate specific body-related tensions within  fastpitch softball leagues. Using autoethnographic methods and content analysis, this presentation  addresses how fat, queer, and/or trans athletes pursue excellence in their sport. More specifically,  we synthesize our experiences as fat athletes, with content and discourse analyses of media representations of larger bodied professional softball players, to explore how weight stigma and diet culture permeate sporting environments. We ask: what can fat people learn from softball, and what can softball learn from fat people? How do fat athletes work towards particular goals in a fat-positive way, and how can sporting environments better support its heavy hitters?


	Session 11A: Sport and Recreation Policy and Equity

	Danielle Peers:
Abolitionist Critiques of “Safe Sport” in the Canadian Context
	Scholars and activists have long noted that contemporary North American, Western sport is rife with abuse and other substantial harms. One solution commonly offered is an arms-length organization to investigate, arbitrate, and deliver sanctions around alleged sporting harms: a suggestion the Canadian government has recently adopted, although not without critique. We argue that Canada’s current “safe sport” approach is not in need of reform, but rather abolition. In this paper, we offer an overview of safe sport movements and interventions in Canada to date. We introduce police and prison abolitionist theories, and show why they should be applied to sporting contexts. We then apply the following abolitionist critiques of police-and-punish systems to Canadian safe sport contexts: 1) they do not significantly reduce harm (because they are reactive in design, limited in scope, and individualistic in focus), and 2) they create harm (by perpetuating inequity and injustice, by deepening trauma and sanctioning harmful actions, and by shrouding and legitimizing structural causes of harm). We conclude with some directions our research is headed towards abolitionist alternatives for reducing sport-related harm.

	Andy To:
Equity Deserving Groups, Sport, and Recreation in Calgary
	Like many newcomers to Canada, when my mother immigrated to Canada, she experienced significant barriers to participation in recreation and sport. This contributed to short- and long- term health issues, as well as impacting her sense of belongingness in her new home. Many years later, I similarly experienced barriers and harms in Canadian recreation and sport. Policy is positioned as one way to address inequities, although such an intervention is questionable. For example, studies of policy at the national sport level in Canada have revealed that EDIA policies are often fixated on gender discrimination, leaving other identity categories referenced in less explicit and actionable ways. Policy often also focuses on singular identity approaches. In my study, I collected EDIA-related policies and statements of 79 community-level organizations and facilities within the City of Calgary. These texts were then subjected to critical discourse analysis. My preliminary findings revealed that policies are largely non-existent, and when they do exist, they are vague and often lack actionable items. I also made note of some promising practices such as education and availability of EDIA resources for members. I will discuss these results in relation to utopic ideas about sport and recreation in Canada.

	Stephanie Dixon:

Athletes’ Experiences of Reporting Processes Lead to (further) Harm and (re)Traumatization
	A critical narrative approach enacted through trauma-informed practice was adopted to explore athletes’ experiences of addressing maltreatment through a formal reporting process. Safe Sport initiatives often prioritize the sport system and continue to marginalize the knowledge and needs of athletes, particularity those from equity-denied groups. This study aims to decentre the sport system, including the reporting process, and amplify the voices and experiences of athletes who have been harmed within what I interpreted as oppressive institutions and structures. I provide an overview of maltreatment in sport within a Canadian context and then offer an autoethnography on the importance and challenges of implementing a qualitative research project as a (developing) trauma-informed practice. The results are presented as idiographic narratives on four athletes’ experiences of the reporting process, which centre the voice, choice, and consent of the athletes and illuminate the harm and re-traumatization perpetuated within reporting processes. The trauma-informed practice within this study offers insight and an alternative modality of engaging with athletes who have experienced harm; one that prioritizes the on-going consent, autonomy, and well-being of the athletes with a commitment to harm reduction.

	Sabrina Razack:
International Safeguarding Policies: One size fits all?!?
	The exposure of human rights abuses associated with sports and international sporting events across the globe has resulted in an increased focus on governance and policies within international sport governing bodies that address human rights issues. Various actors are working on safeguarding tools and guidelines, including sport bodies themselves. Both FIFA and the IOC have adopted a human rights policy that is currently being implemented, and in many Western countries safe sport centres are being established or discussed in politics. However, human rights abuses in sport go beyond the Western countries. This presentation will explore how policies on or related to human rights in sport are being ‘suggested’ or ‘enforced’ in non-westernized countries.


	Session 11B: Critical Approaches to Athlete Health

	Stephanie Stresing:
Seeking healthcare services in hockey: Understanding health behaviours in a masculine sport subculture
	Despite men receiving more power, privilege, and opportunity than women in most societal contexts, they experience a lower life expectancy, higher rates of life-threatening diseases, and a higher rate of successful suicide. We laud sports as an opportunity to improve health through exercise and social connection yet fail to consider the consequences certain sport cultures may have on men’s health behaviours, specifically regarding seeking healthcare services. Literature suggests that the traits and characteristics associated with gender-based violence, misogyny, and homophobia are the same underlying reasons that influence men’s health behaviours. Assertiveness, independence, and power are foundational to masculinity and influence habits and behaviours that can both impact others and oneself. The qualities that illustrate hockey as a hotbed for “toxic masculinity” underpin this research; however, this study focuses on the influence these characteristics have on health behaviours in a masculine sport context. Informed by theories of hegemonic and hybrid masculinities and underpinned by a constructionist paradigm, this research uses semi-structured interviews with male hockey players (age 17-20) currently playing in the Western Hockey League and British Columbia Hockey League to understand how hockey culture shapes men’s health behaviours relating to seeking healthcare services for preventative and reactive means. This work has the potential to inform policy development and provide experiential information essential to designing effective intervention or education programs.

	Stacey Alvarez Flores:
Don’t Sleep on It
	Sleep apnea is a highly prevalent condition characterized by repeated pauses (apnea or hypopneas) in breathing during sleep. Approximately 90% of individuals with sleep apnea are undiagnosed and are at increased risk for cognitive disorders, cardiovascular outcomes, productivity, and performance. Professional and college football players are at increased risk for sleep apnea, given their high prevalence of risk factors, which include body mass index and neck circumference. In order to reduce the subsequent health burden of sleep apnea among football players, it is important to promote screening and treatment (if appropriate) among this population by collecting empirical evidence regarding health-seeking behaviors, sleep health profiles (including sleep apnea screening), and health conditions. This session will discuss a study conducted with former Black professional and collegiate football players that directly informed the design of two public service announcements to promote the screening and treatment of sleep apnea among current and former collegiate football players and NFL athletes.

	Caitlin Clarke:
Good Athlete, Bad Patient? Navigating Life with Chronic Illness in U.S. Collegiate Sport
	This paper discusses the challenges faced by athletes with chronic illness within the context of U.S. college athletics, using phenomenology to analyze two autoethnographic vignettes describing the management of Diabetes Mellitus Type 1 (DMT1). Influenced by the work of medical sociologists Sointu (2017) and Gage-Bouchard (2017), this paper considers ways that collegiate sport social norms directly conflict with medical advice for chronic disease management thereby placing the athlete at the nexus of choosing medical compliance (good patient) or subscribing to sport social norms (good athlete) concerned with the normalization of pain and injury (Curry & Strauss, 1994; Safai, 2003) generated via the Sport Ethic (Hughes & Coakley, 1991) and the Great Sport Myth (Coakley, 2015). The vignettes, based in one co-author's lived experiences, include a description of practical challenges resulting from sport culture norms and the relationship dynamics with athletics staff. Using a bricolage of phenomenology (Merleau-Ponty, 1962), disability studies (McRuer, 2006; Martin, 1994), and critical health studies (Parsons, 1951; Crawford, 2006), we theorize the issues such athletes face. We ask two primary questions: (1) in what context is a college athlete allowed to enter the sick role; and (2) what are the implications for long-term health outcomes?


	Session 11D: Intersectional experiences of Black girls and women in sport

	Yannick Kluch:
Creating C.H.A.M.P.S. on Campus: Insights into the Experiences of Black Women Athletes Completing Inclusive Leadership Programming at Historically White Institutions
	Research has shown that, in comparison to their white peers, racially minoritized collegiate athletes face unique challenges in college. The structures at historically white institutions (HWIs) perpetuate spaces in which Black athletes navigate institutional climates that are unwelcoming and unsupportive (Bimper, 2016; Cooper, 2017), feel a sense of isolation (Rubin & Moses, 2017), and develop a lower sense of belonging on campus (Gayles, Crandall & Morin, 2018). To empower Black athletes to navigate HWIs, we designed C.H.A.M.P.S. (Certificate for Helping Athletes from Minoritized Groups Prosper & Succeed). The present study draws from data from our four-session pilot run of the program, which enrolled five Black women competing on varsity teams at NCAA Division I institutions. Drawing from two sets of interviews with each participant as well as written session reflections after each session, this study provides valuable insights into (a) how Black women navigate HWIs, (b) how inclusive programming can help support these athletes as they navigate spaces that are often hostile to them, and (c) how Black women collegiate athletes can be empowered to thrive at HWIs.

	Aarti Ratna:
Practising Black Feminist Fugitivity
	Taking inspiration from the Black British women’s football (read: soccer) player Eniola Aluko, this paper focuses on how she took on the English Football Association and won. Although, as I explain, this cost her international playing career as well as her emotional and financial well-being. I draw important socio-legal lessons from Black feminist fugitive theorisings, particularly the scholarship of Emejulu Akwugo, Marquis Bey, Tina Campt, Alexis Pauline Gumbs, and Christine Sharpe, for example, to show Black athletes like Aluko can survive the sexist, white supremacist, dehumanising, and neoliberal structures of sport, to find pleasure and hope within ourselves, in and across spaces of the “undercommons” (Moten and Harney, 2013), and at the anti-assimilatory edges of sport (see Collins, 1986). I share these findings with other Black, Indigenous, and Women of Color colleagues, and supportive allies, to stimulate dialogue, critique, and practice collective care.

	Chloe C. Orange:
The Black Out: Understanding the Transfer Experience of the Black Female Athlete
	This study aims to explore the academic, athletic, and social experiences of Black Female student-athletes who have transferred from a Historically and Predominantly White Institution (HPWI) to a Historically Black College/University (HBCU). Previous scholarship has examined how Black Male transfer student-athletes positive educational development and social outcomes once they transfer to an HBCU. However, there is a dearth of research on the experience of Black Female transfer student-athletes. The Attraction-Selection-Attrition Model (ASA) will guide the study and proposes that people who are attracted and recruited to organizations with homogenous personal identities leave the organization when organizational values conflict with their own values and needs. The current study will also utilize Intersectionality as an investigative lens to explore how Black Female student-athletes manage their personal identities and navigate their experiences of the NCAA Transfer Portal. Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with Black Female transfer student-athletes enrolled at HBCU's. Findings from this study will help understand the Black Female NCAA transfer experience and provide important practical implications for improving the college sport experience of the often-overlooked Black Female athlete.

	Eileen Narcotta-Welp:
“I Don’t Feel Like the ‘Other’”: The Boston Celtics, Allison Feaster and the Politics of Inclusion/ Exclusion.
	As the Boston Celtics’ Vice President of Player Development and Organizational Growth, Allison Feaster is the epitome of the American Dream: a young, Black woman from a small town in South Carolina, who seemingly overcame barriers of class, race, and gender to obtain respect, admiration, and structural power in the game of professional men’s basketball. In this paper, we will focus on the mediated ideological relationships that are constitutive of and constituted by Feaster’s identities as a Black, heterosexual woman negotiating a white, upper-class, and highly privileged space of a NBA front office. We use Foucault’s (1977) notions of docile bodies, governmentality, and self-surveillance, as well as Tara McPherson’s (2000) discussion of Feaster’s performance of safe Black heterofemininity in a postfeminist and post-racial space. Further, implied in safe Black heterofemininity is the reproduction of (white) gender norms and the concept of (white) motherhood. We argue that Feaster is subject to cultural surveillance through motherhood in both her personal and professional life. She resists the typical cultural images of Black women as “mammy,” “matriarch,” and “welfare queen,” while reproducing the post-feminist, athletic superwoman who can and does “have it all.” Yet, we also note that significant changes in the American political, cultural, and social context in the late 2010s and early 2020s has shifted Feaster’s narrative, allowing for Blackness and individualism to play a more prominent role in her story.


	Session 11E: Community development through sport and recreation

	Katelyn Foltz:

“The “Boys of Fall” and bolstering of white racial identity: small-town football culture and the maintenance of white American masculine tradition”
	This paper expands our understanding of the ways in which white racial identity - specifically “redneck identity” - is linked to Americanism through sport, furthering Hochschild’s (2016) and others recent research on white rural masculinity. Through interviews and ethnographic observations of high school football games in a rural community, I explore the connection of American identity, redneck identity, whiteness, masculinity, and how these connections are bolstered through sport. This symbolism is upheld through sporting rituals and violations or challenges to rituals are seen as challenging not just American identity, but white identity as well. I find that white American rural identity is fostered in sport through four main themes: togetherness and generational connection, traditions and rituals, morality and sportsmanship, and sport as an extension of white American rural identity.  These themes were infused throughout the identity of the rural community where high school sports represented a major cornerstone of the town.

	Jasamine Hill:
The Benefits and Barriers of Company Sport
	In recent years, employees are struggling to keep a level of work-life balance as their demands from work rises and technology increases their availability. Previous research has shown that when there is a lack of work-life balance among employees that the organizations face higher level of turnover. To address this issue, contemporary organizations have utilized sports as a managerial tool to improve morale, reduce absenteeism, and enhance employee retention. However, there is a dearth of research examining the advantages and obstacles of company sport involvement. To bridge this gap, this study aimed to explore the experiences and influence of company sport, specifically focusing on employees' participation in company sport leagues with their colleagues during non-working hours. As a part of a larger study, this qualitative sample included 380 participates that were collected from the Prolific platform and questions explored their experiences with company sport and the factors that encourage or prevent their participation. Four themes emerged from the data which were: (a) encourage a healthier lifestyle, (b) time, (c) build bonds with colleagues and management, and (d) personal development. Understanding these outcomes can offer valuable insights to organizations seeking to enhance their employees' well-being and overall performance.

	Lis Camelia:

Understanding Sport Heroes and Belonging beyond Nationalism
	Sport heroes are crucial in the construction of identity. They function as mediated representations of values and norms that construct community and reinforce connectivity and belonging (Lines, 2001). Researchers in sport studies have particularly analyzed the role of sport heroes in the construction of national identities (Hu et al., 2021; Parry, 2021). In this literature, sport heroes are used by (national) media platforms to reinforce the idea of sameness within nations (Lechner, 2007). Consequently, difference has been seen as a challenge to the sustainability of nationalism and therefore has predominantly been tackled through the erasure and/or exclusion of this difference from the narrative of belonging (Harris et al., 2021). Nevertheless, the politics of belonging are not only limited to the framework of nationalism, but are connected to locality, migration, ethnic identities, transnationalism and much more. This research will look at sport heroes as a tool for myth construction in spaces of difference, negotiation, and multiplicity. Consequently, serving as a conceptual basis for the empirical research on the ways in which sport heroes affect the politics of belonging within superdiverse cities. This will be an explorative presentation to understand the conceptualization of sport heroes beyond the boundaries of nationalism. It will focus on a conceptual understanding of sport representation and belonging that allows for the inclusion of identities that intersect within big urban cities in the Netherlands.

	Tavis Smith:
Sport, development, and dignity: the capability for meaningful labour?
	Community sport and recreation provide numerous examples of development commitments and approaches. One way that sport and recreation at the level of community has grappled with development is through the lens of work. For example, the sport-for-development literature has recently begun to engage in earnest with the concept of livelihoods, and similarly, within development studies and the Capability Approach, there is an argument for the potential centrality of ‘meaningful labour’ as an aspect of development. Using ethnographic data from a sport-for-development project organized around mountain biking and trail building in a rural BC community, I explore the concept of meaningful labour and its potential (or not) for community development. I further consider the potential for sport to be a vehicle for this aspect of development. 


	Session 11F: Fostering Youth Sport Participation

	Hannah Kloetzer:
Conditions supporting the development of young athletes’ interest in swimming and competition
	Understanding how to effectively trigger and sustain the development of young individuals’ interest in sport (i.e., swimming) and competition has not been examined. Retrospective interviews explored a cohort of 22 Division III swimmers’ perceptions of the support they initially received from coaches. We considered athletes’ recollection of the onset and continuation of their interest in swimming and competition, with possible gender differences. We sought to clarify the types of feedback that benefitted the development of athletes’ interest in swimming and competition. Issues of reward, including the athlete’s need for challenge and the resilience that enables them to manage burnout are addressed. Quantitative and qualitative analyses were employed. Four pathways, varying by gender, were identified as characterizing the development of the young athlete’s interest. The trajectories of athletes are informed by two types of reward: (1) the participants’ positive and informative interactions with other people (coaches, parents, peers) enabled them to continue to develop their capacities; (2) a support system that conveys trust in participants’ abilities to identify what they needed to weather periods of burnout. Findings point to the development of interest as a buffer to burnout and as promoting the experience of reward. Theoretical and practical implications are considered.

	Kalyn McDonough:
Eliminating barriers, facilitating sport spaces among youth who are incarcerated
	Young people involved with justice systems have repeatedly affirmed the valuable role they believe sport participation plays in their lives (Evans & Fraser, 2009; Lewis & Meek, 2012). Existing literature supports the perspective of these young people, and has identified the physical, social, and cultural benefits of sport participation, as well as implications for community reentry (Meek, 2014; Gallant, Sherry & Nicholson, 2014; Hapeta et al., 2023). Yet, there continues to be barriers in access to sport for youth who are incarcerated (McDonough & Knight, 2023), and a limited understanding of how sport programming can be implemented in secure facilities. Our presentation will outline findings of a study on exemplar sport programs across the juvenile justice system in the United States, and highlight key themes that can help eliminate existing barriers and inform the restructuring of systems to facilitate sport spaces across juvenile justice.

	David Karen:
Social Origins and Contextual Determinants of Youth Sports Involvement in the United States
	This paper examines the factors that affect young people’s sport participation in the United States.  Using the National Sports and Society Survey, a US national survey with 4000 adult respondents, we focus on information about 811 children (one child per household) to determine the factors that lead youngsters to participate in sport.  We employ a Bourdieu-sian approach to understanding patterns of youth sport participation.  Examining how social origins and opportunities shape aspirations, capacity, and, ultimately, actual participation, we attempt to identify the key determinants of whether, how, and how much youth are involved in sport.  Gender, race, and class factors are highlighted and emphasized.

	Richard Norman:
The Radical Inclusion Project: Youth driving change in Sport for Development Practice
	Youth Sport for Development (YSFD) has long promoted the inclusion of youth perspectives in delivering sport activities. Often this involves an extractive process mining ideas and experiences from youth advisors in supporting roles while distancing their involvement in the design, implementation, and evaluation of programming focused on their wellbeing. The Radical Inclusion project sought to address gaps in project design co-creation with youth by integrating them as core team members while incorporating innovative methods informed by design thinking and strategic foresight scholarship. While the project’s purpose centred on how to better support racialized and marginalized persons in YSFD activities, the involvement of youth from start to finish dramatically altered the approach for the project. Insights galvanized from the lives of young people directly adapted sport programming in practice. The results implicated youth perspectives – their passions, hopes, fears, and challenges – in shaping YSFD activities by privileging experiences from the next generation. The findings indicate a tension between offering YSFD and relinquishing power and agency for youth to design futures that are for them, by them. This paper will discuss the benefits and challenges of using a youth-centred approach to adapt sport for development practices.



	Session 12B: Issues of Power in Sport Governance

	Sayvon JL Foster:

Playing with House Money: A Critical Reconceptualization and Interrogation of Institutional Prestige within the College Sports Landscape
	It is no secret that the college sports landscape (CSL) is a multi-billion-dollar enterprise that rivals professional sports. While much of this success stems from the commercialization and commodification of college athletes, another key component of this financial success is the pervasiveness of elitism and classism within both higher education and sports. The relationship between athletic prominence and institutional wealth (via strategic overinvestment) is grossly under-investigated, which serves as the motivation for the study. The integration and institutionalization of elitism and classism within the CSL is best explained through the institutional prestige framework presented by Volkwein and Sweitzer (2006). This framework is a tool that explains the interplay between design, resources, and identity that results in prestige and overall reputation for higher education institutions. However, through using Pinar’s (1974) reconceptualization framework, this study presents an alternative display of institutional prestige by centering the CSL, classism, and elitism. As a result, the outcomes of this study will highlight how longstanding structural barriers within higher education contributed to athletic wealth that resulted in the CSL operating to the benefit of historically wealthy higher education institutions.

	Raf Nicholson:
Stronger Together? The Legacies of the 1993 Merger of the Football Association and the Women’s Football Association
	On 6 February 1993, the last ever AGM of the Women’s Football Association took place, at Arsenal’s Highbury Stadium in London. The WFA, the organisation which had run women’s football (soccer) in England since it was set up in 1969, was to be wound up, and the men’s FA would take over responsibility for running women’s football. I am currently conducting FIFA-funded research into this 1993 merger and its legacies, via interviews with a) those involved in the merger and b) women currently working within the FA. In this paper, I will explore the following questions: 1. How has the policy of forced integration of women’s and men’s football (soccer) in the UK since 1993 impacted on the sport (for good and bad)?  2. How did the national WFA-FA merger filter down to individual football clubs? Why did some women’s clubs choose to work closely with men’s clubs, whereas others did not? Which approach has been more successful?  3. How has the merger impacted on the experiences of women currently involved in football governance, and how can lessons from the merger inform attempts to encourage more women to become involved in football governance today?

	Max Klein:
Using Racial Capitalism to Understand Organizational Justice in Sport Management
	Organizational justice comprises three core concepts: distributive justice, procedural justice, and interactional justice. The organizational justice work in sport management has addressed various issues, including fairness (Kerwin et al., 2015), job satisfaction and commitment (Kim, 2017), and leadership (Burton et al., 2017; Wells & Walker, 2016). However, I posit a macro-to-meso view of (in)justice can help create a more nuanced approach to understanding justice and injustice within organizational justice sport management scholarship. Much of the Global North scholarship on justice establishes its ideals of justice in fairness and resource distribution (Colquitt et al., 2005; Rawls, 2007). This ideal is challenged by Sen (2009); he states, “a theory of justice that can serve as the basis of practical reasoning must include ways of judging how to reduce injustice and advance justice, rather than aiming only at the characterization of perfectly just societies” (p. ix). In this conceptual framework, I argue that understanding racial capitalism (Robinson, 1983/2000) as fundamental to injustice within the United States (U.S.) helps to develop a more comprehensive approach to assessing organizational justice in sport organizations in the U.S. I supplement this framework with an analysis of the WNBA and NBA governance practices regarding pandemic-era anti-Black police violence.

	Peter Donnelly: 
BanAdsForGambling.ca: Building a Campaign Against Poorly Regulated Sports Gambling 
	In 2021, the federal government in Canada legalised single event sports betting. Individual provinces and territories were each empowered to 'control and manage' sports betting in their own jurisdictions. Ontario, Canada's most populated province, registered 40 betting companies in 2022, unleashing an overwhelming number of ads for gambling.  The advertising is essentially unregulated, and all of the well-known harms related to gambling are exacerbated as under-age sports fans and those already experiencing problems with gambling are exposed to constant messages promoting betting on sports.  A number of academics and other concerned citizens came together earlier this year to establish a campaign to BanAdsForGambling. This presentation outlines the growing harms and costs of legalising a poorly regulated gambling enterprise; and the steps being taken by the campaign to lobby the provincial and federal governments to introduce regulations to reduce the harms and costs of gambling.


	Session 12C: Water the ways of our sports?

	Jessica Murfree:
Water-based historical trauma as a barrier to sport for Black Americans: A conceptual framework
	According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, drowning death rates for Black Americans almost double that of non-Hispanic White Americans. Although the national rate of drowning deaths is declining, it has increased for Black Americans. The CDC asserts improving “swimming and water safety skills” can address this. We suggest additional care is needed regarding race and drowning deaths. Water-based historical trauma is trauma specific to water experiences over time. Intergenerational trauma considers inherited traumatic outcomes for future generations. This framework suggests water-based historical trauma, stemming from the Transatlantic Slave Trade, contributes to swimming and drowning inequities for Black Americans.
 Where race and class intersect, Black Americans are more likely to feel harmful effects of society’s infrastructure, including environmental injustices. This study will explain the discord in Black Americans’ representation and survival in water spaces and sports. Specifically, we consider the unique prevalence of water-based historical trauma for Black Americans, and suggest it is partially attributable to environmental injustice. Inspired by recent efforts to reclaim the Black community’s connection to nature, we posit water-based historical trauma is a barrier to sport and recreation participation. We conclude with the potential for restorative healing through water sports to overcome sociocultural challenges.

	Miruthula Queen Anbu:
賽龍舟 (Sài Lóng Zhōu)/Dragon-Boat Racing and the Racialization of Chinese-Canadian History
	In 1986, China gifted Canada six dragon boats to protect, guide, and foster intercultural dialogue and citizenship between the two nations. In a standard 龍舟(Lóng Zhōu)/dragon boat, each person represents a symbolic extension of the Chinese dragons: 18-20 paddlers as the wings, one steers, person as the tail, and one drummer as the heartbeat. Dragon boat was brought in as a way to create cross-cultural connection and alleviate anti-Asian racism at the time. Arguably, dragon boat’s arrival at Expo86 began an anti-racism movement through sport, by providing a meaningful, self-segregated “safe third space” to foster a sense of belongingness and affirmation of positive Chinese identities. However, if we skip forward to the chapter of 2021, the Vancouver Police Department reveal a 717% resurgence of visible anti-Asian hate crimes, discrimination, violence, and vandalism of Chinatown because of racially motivated fears around the Covid-19 pandemic. The global pandemic demonstrated the transnational “active process of racial classification” and “exaltation” of whiteness, reminding us again that “Canada is a [still] a white settler nation with oppressive colonial past.” If dragon boat indeed worked as a tool of anti-racism in the 1980s and 1990s, then perhaps there are morals to be learnt from Chinese elders’ stories that can teach us how dragon boat could also work as a contemporary site of resistance, multiculturalism, anti-racism in a post Covid-19 Canada.


	Session 12D: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in physical culture

	Gozde Oncil:
DEI in Student Wellness: Physical Activity and International Students
	Equity, diversity and inclusion have become buzzwords in Canadian university settings. Since universities are increasingly trying to recruit international students to their programs, physical activity and sport participation of international students emerges as a significant issue that relates to diversity, equity and inclusion in student wellness. Drawing from 20 graduate student interviews, my paper examines the influence of social and cultural capital on physical activity participation on campus through an international student perspective. Using my interview data, which was gathered in a university located in Ontario in 2023 and the DEI framework, I investigate how international graduate students experience barriers to physical activity due to financial, social and cultural status which, in turn, affect their wellness during their studies. I aim to use the DEI framework to understand the motives and barriers to participation and then, to think about what can be potentially done to increase participation on campus and in general. As an international student, I believe initiatives towards international students will play a significant role in physical activity participation and thus, international student wellness.

	Cherese Fine:
Exploring Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Positions at Power 5 Institutions
	After the “2020 racial reckoning,” there was an increase in organizations declaring their commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). This commitment also came from athletic organizations such as the NCAA who created Athletics Diversity and Inclusion Designees (ADID), individuals identified to support diversity and inclusion work in athletics. In addition to the ADID role, there has been an increase in athletic departments developing new DEI positions or adding DEI duties to existing positions. The purpose of this paper is to explore diversity, equity, and inclusion positions at NCAA Power 5 schools. A qualitative study was conducted with interviews from 10 participants that are responsible for DEI efforts at their institution. With this being a new area in college athletics, it’s important to understand the perspectives on individuals who are pioneering DEI efforts.

	Raiya Taha Thomure: 
Gender-Based Violence Against Transgender Athletes in North America
	Trans* athletes are becoming an increasingly marginalized demographic within competitive and recreational sport. Despite growing research on policy and physiology of trans* athletes, there is little attention given to the experiences of these athletes regarding harm, discrimination, and violence. The present study aimed to uncover the experiences of gender-based violence that exist for trans* folks across the gender spectrum in sport in an attempt to suggest community-based strategies for safeguarding. This research incorporated both an intersectional approach, as well as
 a grounding in queer theory to understand the relationship between gender/race/disability/sexuality, and the gender-based violence faced. Each semi-structured interview consisted of a demographic sampling component as well as an open questioning
 period. Thematic analysis was used to dissect the interviews, and to formulate key takeaways from the data. Within these sport systems, the athletes experienced harm from peers, coaches, and other staff. Such harm existed on lines of identity invalidation, politics of passing, and an interconnectedness with other axes of oppression. Identities such as non-whiteness, disability, and fatness worsened, triggered, and made more frequent the experiences of gender-based violence. Outside of interpersonal violence, athletes also experienced systematic harm, including gendered team policies as well as the locker room as a site of harm. The findings from this study expose a need to safeguard sport for trans* athletes on multiple fronts through a community approach in order to promote education and celebration of gender diversity within sport.


	Session 12E: Economic, Socio-Cultural, Mental Health, Ethical Issues in College Athletics

	Alison Fridley:

College Sport Spectatorship Motives of Underrepresented College Students
	This study aimed to build upon this foundational literature of college sport spectatorship in the context of the consumptive motives of marginalized college students. The purpose was to explore the differences in motivation for sport consumption within a diverse sample of college students with underrepresented identities. A survey was used to collect data from 2,833 university students in a mid-major Division I FBS athletic conference. Data were analyzed with two MANOVAs to examine group differences. While the first MANOVA compared a dominant group (White and non-LGBTQ) to an underrepresented group (non-white race and/or LGBTQ), the second MANOVA explored differences in five specific marginalized groups (Asian, Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino, LGBTQ, intersectional marginalized identities). Results from the analysis indicated that the dominant group scored significantly higher than the combined underrepresented group in four of the eight sport consumption motives examined. Furthermore, the comparison of individual underrepresented groups showed significant differences for all eight consumption motives between at least two underrepresented groups. This study is the first attempt to compare group differences in motivation for sport consumption between specific racially marginalized groups, LGBTQ community members, and intersectional racial and LGBTQ  identities within college athletics.

	Angelia Nelson:
The Importance of mentorship programs: NCAA Division II Student-athletes perspectives
	Mentoring is widely recognized as a valuable tool that offers numerous benefits to student-athletes, helping them effectively navigate through various challenges. The benefits encompass academic assistance, guidance in adapting to college life, support in career exploration, etc. Because of the disparities in financial resources between NCAA Division I and II, Division I programs typically possess more extensive budgets and better resources to run mentorship initiatives when compared to Division II programs. This discrepancy becomes more pronounced when looking at the contrast between PWIs and HBCUs since a significant number of HBCUs face financial challenges, leading to relatively fewer resources than their larger PWI counterparts. 
Thus, the purpose of this research is to explore the college journey of Division II student-athletes, comparing those who have participated in a mentorship program to those who haven't. Additionally, the study seeks to investigate their perspectives on the significance of mentorship programs in their overall college experience. This study is still in progress. Semi-structured interviews with ten participants who currently compete at the NCAA Division II level are being conducted with an interview protocol that was established by literature and Mentor-role theory. The results and implications of this study will be discussed at the conference.

	Hannah Plummer:

What Duty of Care Is Owed?: How Previous Litigation and Legal Precedent Could Change the NCAA’s Response to Student Athlete Mental Health.
	Mental health is not a new topic within the realm of collegiate sport, particularly within the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). However, due to recent legal rulings and the  precedent set by such, the NCAA could be more susceptible than ever to litigation brought by current and former student athletes pertaining to mental health policy. The findings of this study are used to highlight the institutional logics surrounding student athlete mental health, and specifically how these are addressed within NCAA coaches’ contracts. The ways in which these logics are perpetuated and also how the dominant logics can be changed is also emphasized and can be used to instill change at the institutional, organizational, and individual levels. Moving forward, the addition of student athlete mental health policy to the annual rule book, is simply not enough to address the issue. However, adding contractual stipulations to head coach employment contracts, offers a more tangible solution to addressing and referring student athletes who may be suffering from mental health issues, while also moving to protect coaches, organizations, and the NCAA as an institution from future, potentially costly litigation surrounding the matter.


	Session 12F: The Sociology of Sports Coaching

	John N Singer:
Social Studies Teacher Coaches Matter: Reading, Discussing, and Writing about Narratives on Race and Racism in Sport and Society
	This paper presentation utilizes principles from critical race theory (CRT) to describe the role social studies teacher coaches (SSTC) in secondary education can play in helping the students they teach and/or coach critically reflect on issues pertaining to race and racism in sport and society. Drawing on Harry Edward's (2016) four waves of athlete activism framework as an example of a useful pedagogical context or point of reference, this paper centralizes ways in which SSTC can use the traditional classroom space and the sport setting to situate and counter dominant narratives related to race and racism, sport, and society. Despite the state-sponsored, authoritarian legislation across the U.S. designed to criminalize and silence the teaching and learning about race and racism in P-12 and higher education, this paper urges SSTC to be bold and creative in helping students read, discuss, and write about racialized moments and social movements.

	Alix Krahn:
For the ASSIST! Utilizing Feminist Political Economy and the Ethics of Care to examine the work of assistant coaches in competitive sport
	Assistant coaches are an integral part of the coaching staff at every level of sport. They are required to assist and adhere to the strategies and decisions of head coaches, while also being responsible for supporting and meeting the needs of athletes. Often referred to as “soft skills,” the work of assistant coaches extends beyond technical/tactical training to include a complex labyrinth of care work and emotional labour ensuring athletes and head coaches are sufficiently supported. Although the Coaching Association of Canada (CAC) touts the Charted Professional Coach (ChPC) designation as the preeminent professional credential, coaching is not a recognized or accredited profession in Canada and the ChPC is met with ambivalence from coaches and administrators alike. Thus, coaches are not hired in a standardized way and may possess a range of designations, which means the scope of work for assistant coaches is even more unclear. In this paper we utilize Feminist Political Economy and the Ethics of Care to draw on our lived experiences as assistant coaches in competitive sport and examine the intersection of work, care, and assistant coaching. We argue that the precarity of coach work is the product of institutional structures that ought to be disrupted.

	Bettina Callary:
Disrupting the dominant narrative of long term sport development
	Coach education directors of national and provincial/state sport organizations are responsible for developing and nurturing coaching effectiveness, often across all levels from grassroots to high performance for long term athlete development, performance and sport participation. But where does Masters sport fit into this system? Masters sport is targeted to adults past the normative age of peak performance who are registered in, and train/practice for, sport events and programs. While adults comprise an increasingly larger cohort in many sport organizations, their programming, including coaching and the development of these coaches, is underserved. However, in a study that explored administrators’ perceptions of adult-oriented professional development for coaches, five sport organization directors (two national; three provincial/state; from Canada, USA, and Australia) asked for a professional development session specific to Masters sport. They organized and attended the session, and engaged in a follow-up interview to discuss adult-oriented coach development. These administrators logically understand the importance in supporting Masters sport for lifelong sport participation, economic benefits, and the value of fostering adult-oriented approaches. However, they also acknowledged feeling locked into a dominant narrative that focuses on development towards the pinnacle of high performance, in which adults are an after-thought who can no longer attain peak performance and therefore remain a neglected area of development. As a result, ‘long term development’ tends to end in early adult high performance sport or in a nebulous ‘active for life’ idea without concrete practices. There is a need for a shift in the philosophical orientation of the long term development narrative for sport systems. This study has received funding from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.


	Session 12G: Action and Adventure Sports

	Roberto Fernandez Morales: 
Learning to Feel Safe Again: Protective Factors in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Aikido

	Scant research exists bridging the sociological and psychological benefits of martial arts, which includes the effects of martial arts on trauma. As such, this research presents emergent findings relating to how martial arts affect trauma and the extent to which martial arts studios present a re-socialization space where practitioners find social support. The authors focus on Aikido and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and find the following results after 30 semi-structured interviews. First, respondents overwhelmingly relate a renewed sense of trust in other people. Second, respondents demonstrate a sense of confidence, assertiveness, and security that was not present after the traumatic onset. Third, martial arts spaces provide healing re-socialization spaces where respondents feel valued and supported while navigating traumatic histories and emotions. Lastly, the practice of martial arts produces a grounded, mindful state that stays with the respondent. These emergent themes demonstrate a strong potential for the development of trauma-informed martial arts and combat sports as ways for people who are affected by trauma to restructure both their physical and mental states. This study presents findings that have the potential to develop new forms of trauma-informed approaches to martial arts pedagogy as well as alternative therapeutic treatment methods via martial arts.

	Mariann Vaczi:
The Grace in Every Child: Risk and Responsibility in the Catalan Traditional Sport of Human Tower Building (Castells)
	Human tower building (castells) is a 200-year-old traditional sport in Catalonia in the northeast of Spain. Once an exclusively male sport of marginal social segments, castells has been thriving since the Transition from the Franco dictatorship as an intergenerational sport that celebrates neighborhood integration, gender inclusiveness, and cultural heritage. Hundreds of men, women and children gather to build breathtaking, 40-feet-high human towers in a collective effort of cooperation and athleticism. The top levels of the towers are formed by adolescents, and crowned by children, overwhelmingly 5-6-year-old girls, which lends the performance its unique emotional force. The sport is not without risks: 3-5% of human towers collapse. This paper will provide an ethnographic glance into how the community selects and trains children to manage fear and make responsible decisions so that they safely complete a tower. The intergenerational and gender-inclusive sport of castells is uniquely positioned to yield insight into cultural conceptualizations of risk and its management at the intersections of gender, agency, physical and psychological ability, and the anthropology of childhood.

	Christopher Garcia: 
Waxing the Wings: Critically Examining Red Bull’s Sponsorship of Action Sports
	As a recently emergent sector of sports subculture, action sports often lack the organizational maturity of traditionally popular/mainstream sports. Thus, career success relies upon an athlete’s ability to attract corporate sponsors. In fact, many sponsors expect extreme sport athletes to seek out and begin discussions about potential sponsorship agreements. Because of the precarious nature of employment within action sports industries, athletes face relentless pressure to appease the demands of sponsors. Energy drink company Red Bull is perhaps the most notable sponsor of action sports. Using a critical political economic framework, this paper examines how Red Bull manages the media representation of sponsored action sport athletes. To accomplish this, I developed a comprehensive list of Red Bull sponsored athletes using information available on the company’s official U.S. website. In general, Red Bull primarily sponsors male action sports athletes from Western nations. Of the 759 sponsored athletes listed on the company’s U.S. website, nearly 90% compete in extreme sports. Furthermore, approximately 79% of Red Bull sponsored athletes were identified men and around 74% listed as citizens of Western countries. Within a critical political economic context, these demographics illustrate how the company strategically uses dramaturgical tools dictate the performative freedom of sponsored athletes.


	Student Poster Presentation Abstracts

	Jonathan Mishler:

The Great Equalizer: Building Bridges and Transcending Boarders
	This presentation intends to shed light on how culture influences the meaning individuals give to sport. These influences are intricate and require an attentive analysis. Cultural emphasis and pressures are placed in varying ways depending on the environment, sports being cultural symbols for many heightens this. Sports are a vital aspect of many cultures worldwide, and this magnitude should not be understated. Throughout this study of real-life examples, we found that sports are used by cultures in America to accomplish different goals. Although these findings vary between groups, universally sport is used as an instrument in the toolbelt of cultural impositions.  This study is significant because the acknowledgment of said differences are critical to create and maintain nourishing relationships withing sport. The intention behind this research is to craft healthier relationships with sports while keeping sports as a part of the framework of individual cultures. Culture and sport have a complex, delicate relationship, that will continue to grow through time. By viewing the world of sport through a cultural lens, members of various groups are allowed to be reflective and progressive in the creation of an inclusive sporting world.

	Kun Wang:

The Impacts of Social Media on College Students’ Physical Activity: A Systematic Review
	Physical activity can empower college students to develop good lifelong health behaviours and manage health-related problems. With the surging use of social media, some scholars like Al-Eisa et al. (2016) have studied the correlation between social media use and university students’ physical activity. Nevertheless, the intricate relationship between social media use and their physical activities has remained vague. This systematic review conducted in seven databases analyzes the results of 18 included journal articles regarding this topic. The impact can be generally subsumed into three categories. First, social media as an effective platform promotes college students’ physical activity, involving them in online/offline communities in which they can gain social support/belongingness and improve health-related behaviours (e.g., the mean metabolic equivalent/week, etc). Second, the negative influence on physical activity may indirectly generate declining sleep quality, poor academic performance, and social comparison. Third, social media use is also closely linked with weight loss intention and other health behaviours in relation to their physical activity levels. Further studies encompassing qualitative methods, multiple theories/models, more diverse sample sizes, and new types of sporting social media apps should be conducted to conceptualize/operationalize the multi-layered influences of social media use on university students’ physical activity.

	David Zinn:

The Integration of NCAA Women’s Athletics at US Service Academies
	The 1970’s was a time of continuous change in the United States. Known as the “Me Era,” the 70’s saw a change from the “free love” society of the 1960’s to a culture focused on factors affecting the individual. Civil rights, women’s rights, the Anti-Vietnam War movement, Watergate, and inflation all had a direct impact on political and educational landscapes while students at colleges and universities were motivated to challenge authority. One of the ways the government responded to these trends was through the admitting of women to the Air Force, Army, and Naval service academies in 1975. In the nascent era of Title IX, this also led to the development of NCAA women’s sports at these institutions. This research will explore the integration and growth of women’s athletics at these military institutes, comparing timelines with other universities as well as positive and arguably questionable practices of each academy.

	Shamaria Massenberg:

The Virality of Misogynoir: Exploring and Illuminating the Experiences of Black Women in Sport Media
	Sport media has the unique ability to perpetuate, challenge, or create narratives within the sporting space - resulting in careers being made, awards won, the adoration of fans, or being deemed unfavorable. Being that sport and commercial media are both microcosms of society – current elements of are replicated through the perspectives, attitudes, and language of media platforms and personnel. Unfortunately, within sport media, misogynoir is manifested through charged language (Don Imus & Rutgers WBB), coded critiques towards image and attitude (Serena Williams & The Herald Sun), and the lopsided discourse surrounding beauty standards (Cavinder twins, Angel ‘The Bayou Barbie’ Reese, and NIL). Within this study, specific attention is given to Black women across the realm of sport media. The experiences of Black women require investigation due to the prevalence of misogynoir within US culture and subsequently within the realm of sport media. This study will explore how misogynoir is present within sport media and the impact it has on Black women in sport. Areas addressed within this study highlight attitudes towards dress/presentation, interactions, assessment of coaches/players/leadership, organizational dynamics, and sponsorships.

	Devin Waddell:

Understanding senior student athletes’ perceptions of support, diversity, equity, and inclusion
	Athletic departments within member institutions of the National Collegiate Athletic Association experience success defined by championships and classroom excellence. While the combination of athletic and student success may indicate an excellent student-athlete experience, athletic departments’ responsibilities to foster student-athletes’ holistic well-being extends beyond athletic and academic accolades. Previous research cites diversity, social support, and leadership styles as vital components for determining holistic and inclusive student-athlete success. According to Francique (2018), athletic departments that valued diversity helped historically marginalized student-athletes feel connectedness and inclusive excellence. Additionally, Knight (2018) indicates the role of social support in facilitating student-athletes’ holistic growth as humans. Lastly, Gotis and Grimani (2016) note the benefits of inclusive leadership behaviors in promoting thriving and fulfilled followers. Better understanding the perspectives of senior student-athletes is vital for gaining insight into their true college experiences and where an athletic department excels and must improve. The purpose of this study is to utilize senior student-athlete perspectives of their college experience to interpret how student-athletes perceived an athletic department’s role in promoting support, diversity, equity, and inclusion. Interview data from nearly 140 collegiate student-athletes were studied to explore the experiences of senior student-athletes as it relates to these perceptions of holistic excellence.

	Ashley Zanatta: 

Yellow Card: Is NIL Empowering or Harming Student-Athletes?
	On July 1st, 2021, Amateurism in sports across colleges and universities sponsored by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) came to a staggering halt as new legislation of athletes being able to profit off their name, image, and likeness (NIL) was put into effect. Due to the novelty of the bill, changes and updates are made in present time and are ever-evolving which impacts over 520,000 student-athletes across the country. Scholars have begun researching the effects of NIL, however, there are many contrasting opinions whether NIL is beneficial or detrimental to college athletes. This presentation aims to explore the conflicting views on the legislation and whether there are potential solutions and modifications that can be put into effect. The new legislation may be regarded as discriminatory as certain types of athletes seem to be benefiting more than others. This research study is significant since there is not only a lack of transparency regarding the terms of deals, but there is also an increase in pressure and competition between athletes to secure NIL partnerships. The future of college sports and its essence is at stake as lucrative recruiting processes take place and college athletes are now treated as professionals.

	Cee Rivers:

A New Era: Reconstructing Broadcasting Rights in Women’s Sports
	In an evolving media landscape the world of sports broadcasting and media is rapidly developing. However, when it comes to the women’s side little has changed, and outdated and undervalued broadcasting deals are becoming a bigger issue in the push-for-forward movement with each passing year. In order to maintain continuous growth we must take into account how these rights are being packaged, sold and the effect that it has on the bigger picture. 

In this presentation, I intend to examine multiple women’s leagues and tournaments as they currently function and analyze their ongoing and past deals. Going on to lay out individual frameworks to better approach modern forms of media intake. These implementations would ensure that they not only better fit the individual sports, but are more obtainable for upcoming generations to facilitate continued growth.

	Kun Wang:

College Athletes’ Rights of Free Speech Under the First Amendment and the Ban on TikTok
	TikTok becomes one of the central platforms for college student-athletes to cash in with their NIL (name, image, and likeness) at present. However, following the national trend to ban TikTok, many universities block access to TikTok on university networks/devices to protect national security and privacy data. This article aims to talk about college student-athletes’ rights to free speech under the First Amendment and whether the ban on TikTok on University networks/devices leads to the violation of the First Amendment by indirectly regulating the commercial speech of college student-athletes. Firstly, this article discusses the First Amendment, the hierarchical types of speech, and the Bolger test, which is used to categorize commercial speech and noncommercial speech. Secondly, this article provides the background for the Central Hudson case in which the four-prong test is established to help the courts decide whether the regulation of commercial speech violates the First Amendment or not. Lastly, this article discusses college student-athletes’ rights to the freedom of speech, applies the Bolger test and Central Hudson test to the ban on TikTok on university networks/devices, and concludes that it results in the violation of the First Amendment by indirectly regulating the commercial speech of college student-athletes.

	Farzaneh Kosari Esfahani:

Gender Analysis and Women Polo Players’ Experiences: Comparing Organizational Cultures (U.S. and Iran)
	Aaltio and Mills (2002) expressed that organizations are "minicultures" that bring about sources and places of identification for individuals (p. 4), which may be reflected in the type of sport the athletes play. Polo is one of the oldest team coed sports and has shown tremendous growth in popularity. This sport provides an opportunity for male and female athletes in developing countries, such as Iran to practice together. Researchers suggest that playing coed sport may promote gender stereotype reduction among participants enhancing their desire for gender equality (Cohen et al., 2014). However, there is a dearth of research on the impact of co-ed sport on gender equality and organizational culture. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to examine how coed polo can impact organizational culture and future opportunities for women in sport. This study will utilize semi-structured interviews to assess the role of organizational culture for polo athletes’ in Iran and the United States (U.S.). We anticipate our findings will enhance the understanding of cross-national differences, ultimately filling the existing void in the current literature on gender issues.  Moreover, we posit that our research will raise public awareness in promoting gender equity in international sports organizations.

	Jenn Jacobs:

Grad Student Initial Pre-conceptions of Working in a Sport-Based Youth Development Prison Program
	In recent years, the impact of sport on incarcerated youth has been explored as a rehabilitative tool for this highly unique population. While rare, some universities have initiated partnerships with juvenile justice systems, in the spirit of providing high quality services for youth, delivered by university students seeking unique experiences to apply their learning outside of the classroom. Project FLEX is one example, as it represents a sport-based leadership program for incarcerated youth at several facilities in a major metropolitan area. The program is staffed by graduate students from different majors who deliver sport sessions utilizing a leadership development model, onsite at prison. The current study captures data from the five years the program has been in existence, through analyzing interviews with all 19 graduate student staff in the months leading up to teaching in the prison setting for the first time. The purpose of the interviews was to understand the pre-conceptions of graduate students entering into this highly unique experience, including (a) identifying the factors that influenced how prepared they felt to teach, and (b) expectations they had about the impact of the experience on their professional development. Qualitative data analysis process discovered that participants experienced confidence around role models and vicarious learning, nerves around the unknowns of prison, and motivation for challenging their professional repertoire. Practical strategies for inducting students and coaches into highly unique sport environments.

	Tess Potemans:
Pay Me What I am Worth: An Analysis of US Soccer Salaries
	There has existed a wage gap across most professions throughout history, including in sports, and the growing popularity of soccer in the United States has not protected the sport from adopting its own gender wage gap. This paper considers how the gender disparity in pay has influenced U.S. professional soccer, given the history of soccer in the United States. A main contributor of this pay gap has been the unequal level of investment in men’s versus women’s soccer in the U.S. These unequal levels of investment have persisted throughout soccer’s history, contributing to unequal levels of prize money for major tournaments like the World Cup. The pay disparity is also seen having persisted in salaries for men’s and women’s players in the current professional soccer leagues in the U.S. Experiencing such differential treatment may cause talented players to be incentivized to play somewhere else where they would be more fairly compensated for their efforts. The presentation digs deep into the pay discrepancy and addresses the potential fallout if the disparity continues to persist. While gender pay discrepancy is enmeshed in professional soccer in the U.S., there are clear solutions and next steps towards closing the gap that will be discussed.

	Justin Day:
Perception of Athletic Burnout Among College Student Athletes
	Burnout is another negative variable and is one of the most debilitating states that an athlete can experience. The purpose of this study was to examine the perception of athlete burnout among college student athletes.  A convenient sample (N = 75) of undergrad athletes from Johnson C. Smith University was utilized in the study. Data was collected using a modified version of the Athlete Burnout Questionnaire (Sánchez-Romero, Ponseti Verdaguer, Ramón, and García-Mas, 2021). The responses on the questionnaire ranged from 1 to 5 on a Likert scale with 1 being Strongly Disagree to 5 being Strongly Agree.   Analysis of variance revealed a significant difference between Class and Question #5, “I am not achieving much in sport”, (F = 2.89, p - .04). Analysis of variance revealed a significant difference between Sport and Question #8, “I am not performing up to my ability in sport”,  (F = 3.887 p = .001) and Question #13, “It seems that no matter what I do, I don’t perform as well as I should”, (F = 3.678, p = .002).  Recommendations are made to further examine the reasons for the perception of athlete burnout among college student athletes.
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