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Conference Theme: 
Sport Matters: Physics, Politics, Performances, Pedagogies 

 
While exigencies and politics may have changed, in the 37 years that the members of the North American 
Society for the Sociology of Sport (NASSS) have convened their annual meetings, two things have remained 
constant: sport is both matter and sport matters. In this year’s meeting, we invite participants to explore the 
double meaning of “matter(s)” in the context of contemporary sport and physical culture. That is, we invite 
scholars to explore how physical and material bodies in/of motion (and at play) both constitute, and are 
constituted by, broader political, economic, and cultural arrangements. At an historical moment defined in 
North America (and beyond) by growing degrees of xenophobia, ethnic nationalism, global neoliberalism, 
heteronormative patriarchy, ableist doxa, environmental collapse, and anti-science politics, we believe that 
bodies performing therein serve as critical ‘matters of concern’ for understanding our present condition. 
 
In keeping with the conference theme, sessions may highlight various ways in which scholars are exploring the 
double meaning of sport-related matter (as both consequential and substantial) and the alliterative intersections 
that make it so (e.g. politics-physics, politics-performances, politics-pedagogies, physics-performances, physics-
pedagogies, performances-pedagogies). For this year’s event, we encourage scholars doing theoretical, empirical, 
and interventionist work on sporting and physically active bodies and body cultures to bring together 
scholarship and activism that seeks to make sense of and provide resistance to the uneven politics working 
against bodies in motion and at play. The conference will feature presentations from a wide variety of 
approaches, including but not limited to: activism, sport for peace and development, social work, critical 
coaching, critical pedagogy, policy and governance, engagement with the media, self-authored media (e.g. 
blogging, podcasts), and others. The full range of theoretical and methodological will also be represented, 
including: poststructuralism, postmodernism, new materialism, participatory action research, ethnography, 
discourse analysis, post-positivism, critical management studies, media studies, and of course sociological theory 
and methods. 
 
Session organizers are welcome to engage the theme in creative, challenging, and innovative ways. This call will 
generate session topics for conference participants to choose from during the Call for Abstracts in April. 
Session organizers for included sessions are responsible for accepting or declining participants to their sessions. 
 
 


