NASSS 
GRADUATE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

Who are the Graduate Student Representatives? 

· Two Graduate Student Representatives (GSR) serve on the Board of NASSS, each for a two year staggered term. 

· Both GSRs have full voting rights on the Board. 

· To be elected as a GSR, each candidate must be a graduate student at the time of election (GSRs may complete their term should their studies be completed while holding the GSR position).

What do the GSRs do? 

· GSRs are responsible for representing the views of graduate students to the Board and also for reporting to graduate students about the Board’s activities. 

· GSRs are traditionally involved in assisting other graduate students find shared accommodation for the conference, coordinating the signups for ‘Take a Student to Lunch’, and assisting with the book draw (which takes place after the business meeting). Additional GSR initiatives, with the goal of improving the conference experience for graduate students, or addressing issues specific to graduate students, are encouraged (for example, organising graduate student-focused conference sessions). 

· The continuing GSR runs the graduate student (breakfast) meeting at the conference, and presents a brief report at the business meeting describing the GSRs’ activities for the year. 

· GSRs are responsible for communication with graduate students (as well as with the Board) throughout the year.  In order to contribute to the transparency of our organisation’s policies and procedures, GSRs should report to graduate student members on a relatively consistent basis (at least three times a year) – and particularly before and after the annual conference.  After the conference, GSRs are also responsible for a written report to the Board (and, in the future, an archive on the website will include information about all GSR activities for each year).


GSRs are full members of the NASSS Board with voting rights. They also communicate with the Board during the year (via email) and with each other in order to plan graduate student-specific activities for the conference as well as representing and improving the experiences of graduate students within the NASSS organisation. 
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